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Iran urges all pilgrims to demonstrate 

TCHRAN (ATP) — An Iranian religious organisation urged nil 
Muslims naking the pilgrimage in Mecca to defy a Saudi ban and take 
part m ananU'U.S. rally p la nn ed by Iranian pilgrims, the official news 
ngaa^-IRNA said Sunday. -We call on all pilgrims, especially 
— ‘y-aware Iranians, to take part in the demons! rai ion as in 
yeara to foil the plots of the enemies of Islam." the Islamic 
non Organisation said, quoted by IRNA. The Mecca gather- 
ing is the "best opportunity and Mecca the best place for Muslims to 
express their hatred of the infidels, notably the United States and 
brad, it a dd e d . The head of the Iranian pilgrimage delegation, 
wtohamnud Mohammadi Rcyshahri. told a group of pilgrims Saturday 
that folding the rally was a "religious must" and urged everyone to 
part icipate on Tuesday (sec page 2j. The ami- U S. and anii-Israel 
demonstrations are -aimed at fostering Islamic unity and enlightening 
the uramah (Muslims) about the danger* from non-believers." he said. 
Mr. Rcyshahri, however, urged the pilgrims to be "disciplined and 
peaceful" to avoid any "unseemly incidents." Saudi authorities 
warned last week they would not allow- Iranian pilgrims to cam out 
jbgr^ptarmcd demonstration. ' 
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Jordan, Syria sign minutes 

AMMAN {"Petra) — The Jordanian and Syrian governments Sunday 
signed the minutes of meetings of the Joint Jordanian>Syrian 
Economic Committee which concluded in Amman earlier in the day. 
Tne documents were signed on the 'Jordanian side by Industry and 
Trade Minister Rima Khalaf and on the Syrian side bv Minister of 
Economy and Foreign Trade Mohammad A! Imadi (see page 3).Ms. ■ 
Khalaf told reporters following the signing ceremony that the 
agreement between the two countries is considered the first step 
towards tackling the imbalance in trade between the two countries. 
Ms. Khalaf stressed that the committee's meetings dealt with some 
problems impeding the flow of Jordanian commodities to the Syrian 
market. The two countries, she said, have agreed to the need of 
revising lists of exchanged commodities. "We tackled at the commit- 
tee's meetings issues relating to transport... and banking arrange- 
ments." said Ms. Khalaf adding that the two sides have agreed to set 
up experts committee to prepare a future work plan for Jordanian* 
Syrian economic cooperation. This plan will be later endorsed by the 

joint ministerial economic committee, she said. 
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Northerners said poised 
for major assault on Aden 
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d to remove 


Combined agency dispatches 

NORTHERN TROOPS loyal- 
to Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh were reported- 
ly closing in on the southern 
stronghold of Aden in a three- 
pronged assault on Sunday. 

In anticipation of assault, 
southern Yemeni officials have 
Parted to aim civilians to bols- 
ter Aden's defences as their 
troops battled to try to block 
northern forces deployed on at 
least four fronts. 

“If they (northerners) do not 
achieve a breakthrough in the 
next 43 hours they could lose 
this war because they have 
pushed in with all their 
forces," said a southern Yeme- 
ni colonel at a southern army 
checkpoint 65 kilometres north 
of Aden. 

. He said arms were being 
handed out to residents to in- 
crease Aden's defences against 
the northern forces waging a 
12 -day-old civil war to topple 
rival leaders based in the city. 

He added: “We have given 
all oar civilians arms and 
ammunition', and they are able 
mountain fighters who were 
known as the Red Wolves" 
during the war against British 
rule which ended in 1967 with 
the emergence of the Marxist 
state of South Yemen. 

. An American oil expert in 
Aden said that for the past four 
days the army had been giving 
civilians an AK-47 assault rifle 
and four ammunition clips 
each. 

On the diplomatic hunt, an 
Arab League delegation in 
£anaa since Thursday has so 
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far failed to broker a ceasefire 
between the rival leaders of 
Yemen, a country unified just 
four years ago 

The delegation met Abdul 
Aziz Abdul 'Gharri, member of 
the collective presidency, who 
said Sanaa would agree to a 
ceasefire only if sice- President 
Ali Salem A1 Bcidh surren- 
dered to go on trial as a war 
criminal. 

Although the south has 
appealed for the Arab League 
to stop the fighting, nonhem 
leaders have ruled out any 
foreign intervention. 

The conservative North and 
formerly Marxist South Yemen 
united in May 1990 after 
drawn-out bargaining, but a 
simmmering feud between Mr. 
Saleh and Bcidh “erupted into 
full-scale war on May 5." 

In the Latest evacuations, 500 
people arrived in Djibouti by 
sea on Chinese and Russian 
vessels, including 356 Chinese 
workers who wens to be re- 
patriated by air on Monday. A 
group of 185 Egyptians flew to 
Cairo from Sanaa. 

A northern military spokes- 
man, Colonel Ali A1 Jain, said 
his A1 Amaliqa Brigade had 
broken through southern de- 
fences in the Abyan region, 
east of Aden. 

An independent source in. 
the south confirmed that heavy 
artillery shelling 30 kilometres 
from Aden blocked the road to 
the eastern town of Zinjibar. - 

However, the south bad 
mobilised its navy and air force 
to help repel the assault, while 
Col. Jaifi said his brigade had 
advanced to jnst 20 kilometres 


■ from the power base of Mr. 
Bcidh. 

An artillery buttle also raged 
on the northern front. Mr. 
Saleh's troops pushed forward 
three kilometres toward the 
key southern military base of 
Al Anad, an officer at the base 
acknowledged. 

He said the northern forces 
were about 30 kilometres short 
of the base. 

"Our army is fighting a de- 
fensive war. The northern 
army has taken the initiative in 
the conflict and is advancing on 
several fronts, but they haven't 
made a decisive break- 
through." he said. 

Al Anad, stretching over 
several square kilometres, 
serves as "the (southern) joint 
command centre for all the 
military fronts.” said the offic- 
er. 

Some 20.000 southern 
troops are based in the camp, 
he said. Al Anad is also a 
major air force base. 

Outside the mountain base, 
60 kilometres from the city, the 
south has deployed anti- 
aircraft defence, multi-missile 
launchers, and Russian-made 
tanks and troops carriers. 

With the net dosing on the 
port dty, fighting was also 
under way on the third front at 
Kharaz, near the Bab Al Man- 
deb, a gateway to the Red Sea, 
as northern troops tried to 
approach Aden from the coast. 

But in Aden itself, although 
cut off from the world apart 
from by sea, the situation was 
still calm, a correspondent 
.said. .The dty is sheltering re- 
fugees from the fronts. 


Only Gaza City centre still 
occupied by Israeli army 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
forces had completed their 
withdrawal from all but the 
centre of Gaza City by Sunday 
as oart of their redeployment . 
for Palestinian autonomy, 
Palestine Liberation Organ isa- 
■ tion (PLO) officials said. 

Ana that was expected to be 
evacuated by midnight Tues- 
day. 

The Israelis held just one 
square kilometre in the Rimal 
quarter which houses the milit- 
ary administration, a jail, the 
governor's headquarters, 
police station, police barracks, 
a military camp and a docu- 
ment office. 

“There are just these seven 
places left to evacuate and I 
think they will have fully com- 
pered their withdrawal by 
Tuesday at midnight,” a senior 
PLO offidal said. 

“On Wednesday morning, 
there will not be any Israelis in 
the town. 

“The withdrawal will doubt- 
less take place in the night 
because they want to avoid 


trouble.” 

All the other positions have 
been evacuated since Monday 
night, leaving the new Palesti- 
nian police force in charge of 
all but the Jewish settlements 
on the strip. 

An army spokesman said 
1,324 members of the force* 
had entered the strip from 
Egypt and 300 more from Jor- 
dan since Tuesday night. 
Another 426 Palestinian 
policemen have arrived in 
Jericho to maintain order, 
their commander General Hajj 
Ismail said. 

A total of 7.000 police are 
due to enter the autonomous 
enclaves and join 2,000 locally- 
recruited officers in the new 
force. 

After 27 years of occupation 
the armv is redeploying around 
the 20 ’Gaza settlements to 
protect the 4.000 settlers dur- 
ing the five-year interim period 
of autonomy. 

The soldiers who remained 
on guard in the city appeared 
tense and nervous. 

After being fired on Satur- 


day night at the governor’s 
. headquarters, soldiers riposted 
wildly shooting in every direc- 
tion. A Palestinian sitting play- 
ing in a nearby street was shot 
dead. 

And on Sunday, Israeli sol- 
diers ejected two Palestinian 
policemen from the area 
around the old Israeli prison in 
the dty centre where they were 
visiting relatives. 

The soldiers checked the 
policemens’ guns were not 
loaded and told them, "You 
have no right to be here, leave 
immediately." 

More Israeli jeeps turned up 
to check no other police were 
in the sector. 

Four Gazans were wounded 
in a shoot-out between Israeli 
troops and Palestinians. 

The army said only two 
Palestinians aboard a truck 
from which the attack came 
were lightly wounded. 

However, according to doc- 
tors at Khan Yunis hospital, 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hariri ends strike but loses face 
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BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Al Hariri has ended 
his week-long stoppage that 
5 ; plunged Lebanon into its worst 
svisicn political crisis in nearly two 

' years, but one analyst said on 

Sunday the billionaire leader s 
image had been tarnished. 

“The crisis is over,” the poli- 
tical analyst, who asked not to 
be named, told Reuters. "But 
it is yet to be seen how much it 
damaged Hariri. The whole 
tiling was a political blunder 
and he was made to pay. 

“His image has been tar- 
nished and he has lost some of 
his credibility." 

: Mr. Hariri, one of the 
r*, jUG* lad Wj world’s richest men, went 
4 r* strike last Sunday when Presi- 

- S <*cnt Elias H»wi andPar- 

any; i, liament. . Speaker Nabih Bern 
blocked his proposal to onng 
m four new ministers — two 
J heavyweight Christian politi- 
cians to calm Christian fears 
that their minority is o? 1 ?!* 
shunted aside, and two nunis- 
i'ped di 1 ® ter* to help speed the govern- 
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minister in October 1992, Mr. 
Hariri promised to sink part of 
his fortune into restoring the 
centre of Beirut, devastated by 
15 years of civil war. 

•T want to go down in the 
history books as the man who 
resurrected Beirut,” he told 
reporters, saying ibis was just 
a starting point for rebuilding 
the whole country through pri- 
vate enterprise 

When he took over, he rep- 
resented a startling break with 
traditional Lebanese politi- 
cians who stumbled through 
the civil war and then failed to 
rehabilitate the country when 
peace arrived in 1990. 

The analyst said that after 
last week’s crisis, Mr. Hariri 
was reluming to work without 
achieving any of his demands, 
which ranged from the prop- 
osed cabinet reshuffle to defin- 
ing his relations with Mr. Hra- 
wi and Mr. Beni. 

But sources close to Mr. 
• Hariri, while acknowledging 
that the stoppage affair was a 
setback, said returning to work 
marked the start of a process 
designed to resolve the sticking 


points. 

Mr. Hariri’s office 
announced late on Saturday 
that he was calling a cabinet 
meeting for Monday —■ the 
first since he abruptly stopped 
work. 

The announcement was 
made immediately after he re- 
turned from an unexpected 
round of talks in Damascus 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad. 

Syria, which has 35,000 
troops in Lebanon, is the coun- 
try’s main power broker. 

The dispute paralysed the 
government last week and 
caused a five-day run on the 
Lebanese pound. This cost the 
central bank at least $200 mil- 
lion to defend the currency 
when people rushed to buy 
dollars as a hedge against poli- 
tical instability. 

Many feared that" if Mr. 
Hariri's withdrawal continued 
for long — or if he resigned — 
the countty would plunge into 
a financial crisis. 


(Continued on page 5) 





Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on Sunday receive Singaporean Prime Minister 
Lee Kwan Yew and his wife (Petra photo) 

King and Queen meet Lee 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor on Sunday re- 
ceived at Al Nadwa Palace 
visiting Singaporean Prime 
Minister Lee Kwan Yew, his 
wife and an accompanying 
delegation. 

King Hussein and Mr. Lee 
exchanged views on various 


regional and international 
issues as well as bilateral rela- 
tions and means of enhancing 
them, particularly in econo- 
mic fields. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor hosted a lunch in hon- 
our of Mr. and Mrs. Lee and 
the accompanying delega- 
tion. 


The banquet was attended 
by Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein and Princess Rania, 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Ztid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s ;Polizical Adviser Mar- 
wan Al Qassem and die wives 
of Jordanian officials attend- 
ing the meeting. 


PLO needs more time to review 
bank licensing and dinar dealings 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian Econo- 
mic Committee ended its meet- 
ings in Amman Sunday leaving 
some issues unresolved, 
according to Minister of State 
for Cabinet Affairs and In- 
formation Minister Jawad Al 
Anani, who headed the Jorda- 
nian side to the talks. 

“We have agreed on numer- 
ous basic points related to 
cooperation in a number of 
fieldte, but two points remain 
“suspended" because the 
Palestinian side felt that it is in 
need of more time to study 
them thoroughly and perhaps 
they would be taken up with 
the Plaestinian leadership." 
Mr. Anani said in a statement 
summing up the final session. 

The two points revolve 
around the method of 
Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination in licensing new banks 
and their dealings in the Jorda- 
nian dinar as well as the man- 
ner in which the two sides will 
settle payments for exchanged 
goods, Dr. Anani said. 

Dr. Anani said the meetings, 
which started here Tuesday, 
were characterised with frank- 
ness and the two sides delved 
deep into the substance and to 
appropriate mechanism for the 
imDlementation of the 


Jordanian-Palestinian econo- 
mic accord signed last January. 

“Once we have reached an 
accord on these two oustand- 
ing points, we would have co- 
vered issues that assume prime 
priority for the two sides,” 
added Dr. Anani. 

“We have agreed that after 
settling issues related to trade, 
customs, tariffs, transit, tour- 
ism, monetary and banking 
procedures and the settlement 
of payments, we would move 
to the next step, which entails 
discussion m agriculture, in- 
dustry, transport and contract- 
ing,” Dr. Anani said. 

Voicing Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of the Palestinian side to 
the talks, Dr. Anani said that 
the Palestinians “displayed 
genuine desire to arrive at 
U.N. overall formula for coop- 
eration in area that would safe- 
guard the interests of the two 
peoples.” 

Ahmad Qouriea, who led 
the Palestinian side to the 
meetings, described the talks 
as brotherly and serious, 
“dealing with issues of mutual 
concern and in a manner that 
would render support to the 
work of the Palestinian auton- 
omy rule.” 

“We have agreed that trade 
between Palestine and Jordan 


ex- 


be conducted freely and 
empted from aD forms of doty 
and taxes,” said Dr. Qouriea, 


ment of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Or ganisati on (PLO). 

“In matters related to bank- 
ing and monetary dealings we 
have agreed on issuing licences 
to all Jordanian banks operat- 
ing in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip and that the Jorda- 
nian dinar remain the main 
currency and not as one of the 
different currencies, ” he 
added. 

“We also agreed that the 
Jordanian dinar will remain the 
only currency for official trans- 
actions and means for settling 
Palestinian dues,” he said. 

Dr. Qouriea said the two 
sides agreed to form sub- 
committees to handle such 
issues as trade, monetary 
affairs, banking and tourism 
matters and expressed hope 
that these will start meetings as 
soon as possible. 

Dr. Qouriea admitted that 
“certain outstanding points re- 
main unresolved and require 
clarification from the Palesti- 
nian leadership which would 
deal with them in the next two 
days after which we would 
return to Amman to resume 
the talks.” 


House amends law on 
investment corporation 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Low- 
er House of Parliament met on 
Sunday under the chair- 
manship Speaker Taber Al 
Masri and in the presence of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salami 
Majali ami Cabinet members. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
the House referred to its law 
committee the 1982 tenants 
and landlords draft law returned 
to it by tbe Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) after in- 
troducing several amendments 
to it. 

The House approved an 
amendment to the Jordanian 
Investment Corporation law a 
after a thorough debate, with^ 
the main focus on the law’s 
eighth article regarding the 
classification of the corpora- 
tion's employees. 

The second paragraph of the 
article, which stipulates that 
the employees of the Pension 
Fund be moved to the corpora- 
tion and be included in the civil 
service system once the law is 
enacted, was the main point of 
controversy. 

Some deputies demanded 
that the paragraph be kept as it 
is until the government pre- 
pares a special system on the 
corporation, stressing that the 
corporation deals with large 


amounts of money belonging 
to retired civil servants and 
that it should be given incen- 
tives to attract proficient per- 
sonnel. 

Others accused the govern- 
ment of using double standards 
in dealing with corporations 
when giving some large incen- 
tives under special regulations. 
They claimed that civil ser- 
vants will remain the less for- 
tunate and demanded that the 
special laws and systems be 
substituted by a general system 
of incentives for all employees 
of the government and its cor- 
porations. 

Dr. Majali replied to the 
deputies by saying that the 
paragraph was enacted and the 
issue was over when the cor- 
poration’s employees were 
moved to the corporation and 
included in the civil service 
system. 

The House also decided to 
return to the government a law 
on the Jordanian Exports 
Guarantee Corporation since 
many deputies expressed their 
belief that there was no need to 
establish such a corporation and 
urged the government to re- 
frain from vying from the pri- 
vate sector in its projects. 


Bosnia fighting bodes 
for peace efforts 


SARAJEVO (R) — Reports 
of skrnnisbes in northern Bos- 
nia threw a shadow on Sunday 
over a new international drive 
to end 25 months of carnage in 


Ec onomic Deparfe.1^^ former Yugoslav republic. 


Christopher presents Israeli 
response to Syrian demands 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher went straight into 
talks with President Hafez Al 
Assad here Sunday at the start 
of his second peace shuttle in 
as many weeks between arch- 
foes Syria and Israel. 

The secretary was to deliver 
Israel's response to Mr. 
Assad's counter-proposals, fol- 
lowing an initial Israeli offer of 
a phased withdrawal from the 
strategic Golan Heights. 

The Syrian president had 
asked for clarifications. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has offered to re- 
turn three of five Dni 2 e vil- 
lages on the Heights as a first 
stage in a three-step withdraw- 
al over five to eight years from 
the plateau which Israel seized 
in 1967/ 

Damascus Radio said Mr. 
Christopher would find in 
Syria a readiness to “negotiate 
seriously on ideas and propos- 
als” which couid lead to a 
settlement, in contrast to Israel 
which was “squandering peace 
opportunities." 

Syria is willing to discuss an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Heights on condition Israel 
pledges a complete pullout 
within an “acceptable and 
reasonable” timeframe, the 


government daily Tishrin said. 

A Tishrin commentary head- 
lined “Will Israel take the 
adequate decision?” said the 
ball lay in Israel's court “and 
those who give it support,” in 
reference to the United States. 

A senior Israeli official said 
Mr. Christopher would try to 
persuade Syna to set up a joint 
military commission with Israel 
to “draft security arrange- 
ments" for the Heights. 

But the proposal was likely 
to be flatly rejected in Damas- 
cus, where an official said only, 
last week that Israel should 
complete a total pullout from 
the Heights before security 
arrangements could be discus- 
sed. 

Syria has insisted it would 
not surrender a single inch of 
the plateau which commands 
access to Damascus as well as 
northern Israel, but it has not 
reftised to discuss ways of find- 
ing a settlement. 

Diplomats here and in 
Beirut said that the exchange 
of messages between Syria and 
Israel was a step in the right 
direction, although both sides 
were far from a breakthrough. 

A Western diplomat in 
Damascus said the counter- 
proposals submitted to Israel 
by Syria "included some very 


specific questions which 
opened the way for a concrete 
and serious debate." 

Mr. Christopher intended 
flying to Israel on Monday 
evening to carry Mr. Assad’s 
latest thoughts to Mr. Rabin 
and might return to Damascus 
later in the week. 

But he has been at pains to 
play down expectations of a 

breakthrough on this trip, 

saying the road to Israeli- 
Syrian peace would be long 
and hard. 

Mr. Rabin has yet to commit 
himself to full withdrawal, 
though most commentators be- 
lieve he has accepted that ne- 
cessity if he wants to make 
peace with Syria. 

Before he speaks of the ex- 
tent of Israeli withdrawal, Mr. 
Rabin wants Syria to promise 
to establish full diplomatic re- 
lations with the Jewish state, 
including trade, tourism and 
cultural exchanges. 

Mr. Christopher explored 
these issues in his last visit to 
the region less than two weeks 
ago and said the negotiations 
were entering a new, substan- 
tive phase. 

But few details of the talks 
emerged and Mr. Christopher 

{Cootraned on page 5) 


Bosnian government army 
sources said their Muslim- led 
troops, normally outgunned by 
their Bosnian Serb foes, 
pushed Serb forces back in 
three separate attacks near 
Tuzla this week. 

A military source in the 
northeastern Muslim stron- 
ghold told Reuters the govern- 
ment army bad damaged a 
Serb-held television tower on a 
ridge overlooking Tuzla. 

“We surrounded a television 
tower and partly destroyed it,” 
said the Bosnian army source, 
who asked not to be named. 
“That is why you couldn’t see 
Serb TV here for tbe last two 
days." 

The tower stands on a hilltop 
20 kilometres east of Tuzla, 
Bosnia's second largest dty in 
government hands and cram- 
med with refugees. The mainly 
Muslim inhabitants regularly 
used to watch a Serbian chan- 
nel. 

Government army sources 
said they also gained ground in 
the Kladanj area, some 50 
kilometres to the south. 

U.N. peackeeping troops in 
Sarajevo could only confirm 
one Muslim gain, saying the 
army appeared to have wrested 
back 10 square kilometres of 
territory from the Serbs at Vi- 
jenac, a hilltop near Tuzla 
where the Serbs had artillery. 

Bosnian Serbs reported a 
flare-up across the north of the 
republic, a discouraging sign 
for a new international peace 


effort begun on Friday. 

Gashes suggested the fight- 
ers may not yet be in a mood to 
make peace and could mean an 
uphill struggle for mediators. 

Muslims and Serbs have 
already criticised Friday's call 
from Western and Russian 
negotiators for a four-month 
truce, tbe Muslims saying it is 
too long and the Serbs too 
short. 

Muslim President Ahja Izet- 
begovic said on Saturday his 
government would insist on a 
truce of only two months, 
while the Bosnian Serbs said 
they favoured an indefinite 
ceasefire. 

The two sides are far apart 
on this key issue because the 
Serbs now control more than 
two thirds of Bosnia and tbe 
Muslims fear an open-ended 
truce would lock in Serb gains. 

Foreign ministers from the 
United States, Russia and the 
European Union, adopting a 
joint strategy for the first time, 
endorsed a plan giving 49 per 
cent of Bosnia to the Serbs and 
the rest to a Muslim-Croat 
federation. 

Their call for negotiations to 
start within two weeks had not 
brought any public response on 
Sunday from political leaders 
of the Bosnian factions. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris SHajdzic has criticised 
the peace plan presented in 
Geneva for lacking mechan- 
isms to force the Serbs to 
negotiate in good faith and 
relinquish territory. 

“We are looking for guaran- 
tees. We are looking for com- 
mitment from tbe international 
community,” he said. 


6 more die in S. Africa 
amid ‘mounting tension’ 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — At 
least six people including a 
soldier were killed in South 
African township violence over 
the weekend, as bloodshed 
marred the new post-apartheid 
democracy. 

The killings over the past 48 
hours followed tbe massacre of 
12 people on Friday in Tokoza 
township, east of Johannes- 
burg, which shattered relative 
peace since all-race elections 
last month. 

A soldier was killed after 
troops moved into Tokoza on 
Sunday to follow up reports of 
unrest between supporters of 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) and its rival Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP). 

“The situation is very 
tense," said Major Christo Vis- 
ser, a spokesman for the newly 
formed South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF). 

He said details were still 
sketchy but troops had cor-, 
doned off three migrant work- 


ers' hostels housing Inkatha 
supporters after shots were 
fired at the two passing mini- 
bus taxis. 

“Wc are cordoned off the 
hostels and have called in for 
reinforcements in case of furth- 
er trouble,” Maj. Visser said, 
giving no move infonnation. 

Meanwhile, police said five 
people were killed since Friday 
jn tiie volatile Kwazulu-Natal 
region, the Zulu heartland 
where 10,000 people died in a 
decade of factional fighting. 

On Saturday a 61-year-old 
man and his daughter were 
shot dead in Ndwedwe, near 
Durban. Another man was lul- 
led in Nongoma in the pro- 
vince’s north, a body was 
found in Kwamakuthu 
township south of Durban and 
a teenager was killed in Umla- 
zi. 

Police said they arrested 18 
people and rescued three 

(Continued on page 5) 









V 




2i 

IV 

1 

i 

d 


I 

e 

i 

Ea 

S' 

t 

i 


ews 

i 

JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, MAY 16, 19^4 { 




Fishing dispute in Gaza 
too much for Palestinian 
police force to handle 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

DEIR AL BALAH — It 
took only a few days for 
Palestinian policemen pat- 
rolling the Gaza Strip to get 
their first taste of difficulties 
that are in store for them as 
they got ready to oversee 
Palestinian authority take 
over this coastal strip. 

Factional strife and a lack 
of an indigenous authority for 
decades has set the stage for 
major security challenges for 
a force initially designed to 
relieve its people of the pains 
of Israeli occupation. 

It was in Deir AI Balah, a 
Gaza town south of Gaza 
City and north of Rafah, that • 
Palestinian policemen faced 
one of their first challenges. 
But a civil dispute proved to 
be too great a challenge for 
the police force and left many 
Gazans wondering how effec- 
tive the police force would be 
in dealing with factional vio- 
lence. 

A dispute between two 
fisher families in Deir Ai 
Balah evolved into an armed 
standoff between two tradi- 
tional Gazan dans from Deir 
AI Balah, a native of Deir AI 
Balah told the Iordan Times. 

“These are traditional 
fishing families who have 
often fought about territorial 
fishing rights,” said Ahmad 
Abu Yousef. 

“The boys in the family 
pulled out their guns and die 
member of one dan informed 
the police,” he said. 

Five Palestinian policemen 
rushed to the scene of the 
dispute but there was solu- 
tion after a three-hour discus- 
sion with the involved parties 
and the police. 

Unable to resolve and 
mediate the dispute, the 
police then called a local unit 
of the Fateh Hawks, the 
armed military unit of Fateh, 


to help resolve the conflict. 

“The police stayed for 
another hour and then told 
the Fateh Hawks to please 
stay and deal with the family 
squabble,” Mr. Abu Yousef, 
who was on hand to witness 
the incident, said. 

The Fateh Hawks re- 
portedly found a solution and 
created a demarcation line 
for fishing rights of the two 
clans that the involved parties 
agreed to respect. 

News of the incident quick- 
ly spread through the Gaza 
Strip and to the West Bank. 
Palestinians felt the episode 
was “food for thought.” 

“This is disturbing,” said 
Kamal Dweik of the Hebron 
Municipality, who was wait- 
ing for Palestinian National 
Security Forces to enter 
Jericho last week. 

“We will grant them a hon- 
eymoon period in which they 
can get familiar with the 
situation but they must real- 
ise that resolving disputes will 
be a great portion of their 
task.” 

A Jericho shopkeeper Naef 
Erakat agreed. “This police 
force has a great burden to 
bear on its shoulders. One of 
their first task will be to 
introduce law and order and 
help create a civic society.” 

The shooting incident in- 
volving the death of an 11- 
year-old boy in Jericho on 
Friday was undoubtedly the 
most embarrassing of any 
that the Palestinian police 
foroe could have faced. But 
as some Jericho residents say, 
“it is also a warning to the 
police that they are not here 
on a vacation and must take 
their responsibilities 
seriously. 

“This is not a game, it is 
state building,” warned Mr. 
Dweik. “This police force is 
part of the state building pro- 
cess. They must know it and 
act accordingly.” 


Red Cross asks Yemen to 
move Somalis to safety 


SANAA (R) — Red Cross 
officials have asked northern 
Yemeni authorities to move 
thousands of Somali refugees 
from a camp where hundreds 
were killed in crossfi r e be- 
tween Yemen’s civil war foes. 

“The population of the (AI 
Koud refugee) camp is at great 
risk of becoming indirect 
tmgets of the fighting.” Intern- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) delegate Arnold 
Luetbold said on Sunday. 

“The ICRC and the 
UNHCR are insisting on the 
evacuation of the refugees, 
winch should be done La a 
proper manner to ensure their 
safety,” Mr. Luetbold said. 

He was speaking a day after 
he and offiaak from the Un- 
ited Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
visited AI Koud camp for re- 
fugees who have fled Somalia’s 
civil war only to be caught op 
in Yemen’s conflict which 
erupted on May 4. 

The camp, which housed ab- 
out 10,000 refugees, lies on the 
southern Yemeni coast, about 
50 kilometres northeast of 
Aden, the stronghold of South 
Yemeni leaders and prime 
target of the north. 

Refugees clustered on a san- 
dy plain a few kilometres from 
the camp told a visiting Renter 
correspondent on Friday that 
400 to 450 of the camp people 
had been killed and 600 
wounded after being caught up 
in fighting on the first day of 
the war. 

About 3,000 people were 
sitting around on the plain. 
Others had fled to the moun- 
tains or to nearby towns. 

“We called on (northern 


military commanders) to do all 
that was necessary to evacuate 
civilians from die field of com- 
bat,” Mr. Luetbold said. 
Northern forces control the 
area round AI Koud. 

Mr. Luethoid said he beard 
estimates of between 100 and 
473 people dead and wounded. 
Northern army officers based 
near the camp told Reuters 
they thought 200 refugees were 
killed. 

The Somalis said doj^ were 
eating the bodies of the dead, 
still lying in the open because 
burial parties had been driven 
off by shooting from southern 
Yemeni warships at sea. 

Mr. Luetbold said the camp, 
which was run by die UNHCR 
before the war, came under 
fire while the delegation was 
there. 

Meanwhile a group of south- 
ern organisations in Aden cal- 
led on the Arab League to 
“intervene directly and quickly 
to end the fighting.” 

But in Cairo, Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid ruled out any 
earty Arab summit to discuss 
the crisis. Last week a league 
emergency meeting turned 
down an Egyptian proposal to 
send an Arab peacekeeping 
force to Yemen. 

An Arab League delegation 
has been in Yemen since 
Thursday trying to broker a 
ceasefire. 

It was also to deliver a call 
from Dr. Abdul Meguid for an 
immediate ceasefire. 

Southern leaders also called 
on the Arab League to inter- 
vene to ensure the imple- 
mentation of a reconciliation 
accord signed between the two 
sides m February in Amman. 
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Palestinian poficemen walk around a former Israeli detention centre in Jericho which is now die headquarters of Palestinian 
setf-rule (AFP photo) 

Policemen find the land of their dreams 


By Nejla Sammakia 

Age nee France Presse 

JERICHO, occupied West 
Bank — Abu Kifab was bom 
in Jordan but grew up dream- 
ing of a homeland in Palestine 
that he knew only from the 
stories he heard from his pa- 
rents and grandparents. 

Now he still cannot believe 
that like hundreds of other 
Palestinian police who crossed 
into Jericho he has finally 
reached the land of his dreams. 

“It was a dream. Untfl now 
we were not fully awake,” he 
said- 

“1 can’t really believe I am 
here. I heard so much about 
Palestine from the old 
people.” 

More than 400 men of the 


new Palestinian police force 
crossed over from Jordan this 
week for the transfer to power 
from Israel which took place 
Friday. 

Hundreds of Jericho resi- 
dents rushed out to meet the 
policemen who had tears in 
their eyes as they were bused 
in. 

They were cheered ai) the 
way into town by youths shout- 
ing “AUahu Akbar,” and were 
welcomed by music bands, 
marches, and ululating 
women. 

“To my parents and grand- 
parents, it was the most beauti- 
ful place on earth, a blessed 
land, with rich soil and all 
kinds of trees,” said Abu 
Kifah. 


For years he kept the dream 
alive in the mintar y camps 
where he was trained to fight 
and pursue the Palestinian 
struggle. 

/sow Abu Kifah, or father of 
struggle in Arabic, is part of a 
joint patrol driving with Israeli 
soldiers along Jericho's high- 
ways. 

“I am working within a 
framework. 1 take orders from 
my superiors, but they (the 
Israelis) are still my enemy,” 
Abu Kifah said, nodding bis 
head toward a jeep with four 
Israeli soldiers parked under a 
tree near him. 

There seemed to be little 
fraternisation between the 
two, bat they had nevertheless 
shared soft d rinks and sand- 
wiches earlier as they rested 


Ride through Yemen 
provides brush with war 


NAQIL THURAH, Yemen 
(R) — The clatter of an anti- 
aircraft, gun brought Qur.jour- 
ney through spectacular Yeme- 
ni mountains to a juddering 
bait. 

The driver slammed on the 
brakes and reporters scram- 
bled out of his vehicle for cover 
from the hostile warplane 
whose arrival overhead the 
gunfire announced. 

The party of reporters being 
ferried by northern forces 
through a mountain pass to 
cover the frontlines of Ye- 
men's civil war began to feel as 
if they might become its latest 
casualty. 

The warplane banked as it 
came in to bomb us. 

There was little cover. The 
ack-ack gun, booming from a 
nearby northern post above 
the road, was missing its 
target. 

As the reporters ran about 
aimlessly, I noted gloomily 
that it was Friday 13th. 

To our right was the rocky 
side of the mouatain. To the 
left was a ravine more than 100 
metres deep. 

A Defence Ministry guide 
crouched sensibly beside some 
rocks. The photographers 
aimed their lenses at the sky. 

The plane dropped its bomb. 
It fell into the ravine, sending 
up plumes of smoke and de- 
bris. 

The incident near Naqil 
Thu rah mountain near 
Mukairas town was only one of 
several nerve-wracking epi- 
sodes on a nine-hour 430- 
kilometre journey from Sanaa 
in the norm to northern army 
positions deep in southern 
territory near Aden. 

For the past 11 days the 
northern forces of Ali Abdul- 


lah Saleh have been fighting to 
topple rival southerners of Vice 
President Ali Salem AI Beidh, 
whom they accuse of trying to 
* lead a breakaway by the larger, 
less populous south. 

The road was punctuated by 
army checkpoints. Soldiers 
looked at our papers and asked 
if we had permission to go 
south. 

In the main towns life had at 
least a veneer of normality. 
Markets were open and traffic 
moved, although soldiers had a 
substantial presence. 

Northerners said Mukairas 
was in the hands of the south- 
ern 20tb brigade. Northern 
troops manned alt vantage 
points on the road south from 
Naqil Thurah towards the re- 
gion of Zinjibar. 

Only a few minutes before 
the air raid, our vehicle ran 
straight into the mountainside 
as it was making a sharp turn 
beside a gorge near the old 
border between the former 
North and South Yemens. 
which Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh united in 1990. 

The vehicle . bounced back 
off the slope, almost teetering 
over a precipice and into a 
ravine. 

Our Ministry of Defence 
companion bad ga simple, and 
very sobering, explanation for 
the air raid. 

Our car — a brand new red 
four-wheel drive vehicle — was 
the same colour and type as the 
vehicle used by newly 
appointed Defence Minister 
Brigadier Abed Rabbo Hadi, a 
northerner. 

We must have been mis- 
taken for him. 

“Very reassuring,” re- 
marked one of ray colleagues. 


Iran: Haj rally planned 
despite Saudi ‘siege’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said 
Saudi . Arabia, has deployed 
police around its pilgrimage 
(Haj) headquarters in the Holy 
City of Mecca, where 
Iranian pilgrims plan to hold a 
political rally in defiance of a 


Saudi ban. 

“With only three days left 
for the annual rally against 
disbelievers in this Holy City, 
the Saudi police have deployed 
two companies of police forces 
around the headquarters of the 
representative of the leader of 
the Islamic revolution,” the 
official Iranian news agency 
IRNA said late Saturday. 

Iran’s ebarge could not be 
confirmed. Saudi Arabia 
usually deploys its police in the 
holy cities of Mecca and Medi- 
na during the Haj, which 
attracts millions of Muslims ev- 
ery year. 

Iran has also declared May 
15 a day of a solidarity with 
Bosnian Muslims for pilgrims 
gathered in Saudi Arabia and 
said donations would be col- 
lected from pilgrims. 

Riyadh is a keen supporter 
of Bosnian Muslims but bas 
long said that the pilgrimage, 
which this year reaches its cli- 
max on May 20, is an occasion 
for worship and not political 
activity - 

Hojatdeslam Mohammad 
Mohammadi Rayshahri, Iran's 
top representative at the Haj, 
said Iranian pilgrims will hold a 
rally in Mecca on Tuesday de- 
nouncing wbat they see as 
Islam's enemies, despite the 
Saudi ban on political activity. 

IRNA’s report from Mecca 
said Saudi police “have been 
stationed with a water cannon 
and two armoured cars (out- 
side the Iranian headquarters). 


At noon today (Saturday) 10 
police cars were seen patrolling 
ui the area.” 

“Police loudspeakers are 
heard calling drivers not to 
park cars in the area. Two 
lift-trucks have been placed in 
the area to deter any violators. 
Saudi police have also taken up 
positions at the Ai Aziz School 
opposite the Iranian headquar- 
ters,” it added. 

“Two cameras installed atop 
two high buildings near the 
headquarters in the AI Azizieh 
area are visible to everybody,” 
it added. “...In some cases the 
Saudi police have entered into 
the scene directly and at all 
points of Mecca especially in 
the streets ending at the Holy 
Ka'ba they are keeping pil- 
grims under strict observation 
even during prayers.” 

Saudi Arabia's Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz reiterated on 
Wednesday that the kingdom 
would enforce a ban on all 
political activities by pilgrims, 
including rallies. 

More than 400 people, most- 
ly Iranians, were killed at the 
1987 Haj when Saudi security 
forces clashed with an Iranian- 
led rally chanting slogans 
against the United States and 
Israel. 

The bloodshed led to a 
break in relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia and a three- 
year Iranian boycott of the 
Haj. 

Iran and Saudi Arabia have 
quarrelled this year about the 
number of Iranians allowed 
into the kingdom for the Haj, 
about their oil production poli- 
cies and over Saudi Arabia’s 
close ties with Iran's declared 
enemy, the United States. 


Thousands of Kurds 
flee Turkey for Iraqi 


between patrols. 

“We sent over drinks to 
them, and they offered us 
food, but we don't talk much 
with them.” 

Ibab Salem, born in Egypt, 
had never thought he would 
have the chance to see the land 
of his parents' dreams. 

His most recent images of 
the occupied territories had 
been coloured by the Palesti- 
nian intifada, which broke out 
in the occupied territories in 
December 1987. 

When he heard his friends’ 
dramatic tales of the battles in 
the territories or watched them 
on television, Salem longed to 
be a hero or even a martyr. 

“I would have liked to be 
killed or injured, but luck was 
not on my side,” he said. 


ZAKHO (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Kurds have fled 
repression in Turkey and cros- 
sed the mountains into north- 
ern Iraq, aid organisations said 
here Sunday. 

Some 4,200 Turkish Kurds 
have crossed the border since 
the beginning of March, at a 
rate of around 20 families each 
day. Most of them crossed in 
the past four weeks, said Han- 
nes Kempman from the Ger- 
man aid association HAD. 

“Altogether we have 
counted 4,203 people so far,” 
be told AFP. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and t he U. N. Children’s Fond 
(UNICEF) met Saturday in the 
border town of Dohuk to 
launch an action programme 
with other non-governmental 
organisations working in the 
area. 

“We have decided to start 
supplying them with food, wa- 
ter, sanitation and medical 
care," said the head of the 
UNHCR operation in northern 
Iraq, Francesco Ardisson. 
They would be treated as re- 
fugees. 

Mr. Ardisson said it had not 
been decided where they 
would be sheltered, but the 
UNHCR was going to try to 
find a place further from the 
border with Turkey. 

Half are currently staying in 
the border towns of Zakho or 
Dohuk where they have been 
boused in public buildings or 
rented houses, while the rest 
are in Sheranesh, a village 20 
kilometres northeast of Zakho. 

Zinin Yunis, 30, who 
readied northern Iraq 15 days 
ago, said she left her TUr ldsh 
village near UUudere “because 
the Turkish army bombed it 
several times.” 

She left with her five-year- 
old son who lost his left eye 
while fleeing through the 


mountains. “We were fined on 
by a helicopter,” Ms. Yunis 
said. 

Hassan Yiimaz, 34, who 
came from a village dose to 
Diyabakir in the southeast 
Anatolia region of Turkey,, 
said be had deckled to flee with 
his wife and four children “be- 
cause the Turkish army wanted 
us to fight against the (Kurdish 
Labour Party) PKK.” 

“Some of my friends who 
refused were already dead dr 
in prison. Therefore I prefer- 
red to flee." 

The worst dashes between 
the PKK and the Turkish 
security forces have been in tbe 
Kurdish -majority Anatolia 
area, where the PICK is fight- 
ing for an independent state*. 

Northern Iraq has been 
under Kurdish control since an 
autonomous region was estab- 
lished with tbe backing of ti$ 
U.S.-led coalition after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Interior Minister Nahit Meri- 
tese said Sunday the PK$ 
fronting the armed insurgency 
against Turkish authorities is 
on tbe point of breaking 
after a series of military de- 
feats. 

Mr. Mentese said in a state- 
ment that the PKK “has lost its 
options for logistical support 
and suffered major losses fol- 
lowing large-scale operations 
by the army.” 

He added: “The process qf 
dissolution of tbe separatist 
organisation has begun.” 

Since May 1, Mr. Mentese 
said, 314 PKK militants had 
been arrested and 186 killed, 
and 48 others including senior 
commanders had surrendered 
to security forces in the Kur- 
dish strongholds of east and 
southeast Turkey. 

He repeated earlier govern- 
ment pledges that the PKK 
would be eliminated by tbe end 
of the year. ’ 


Egypt government denies 
responsibility for lawyer | 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Egyptian government on 
Saturday denied accusations 
that police tortured to death 
a Muslim fundamentalist 
lawyer and said he was a 
“terrorist” who died of an 
asthma attack. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment said police took tbe 
lawyer, Abdul Harith Mada- 
ni, 32, straight to hospital 
after he fainted and he died 
of lung failure there the next 
day, April 27. 

The Egyptian Bar Associa- 
tion has said Madam died on 
April 30 after torture in 
police custody and lawyers 
briefed on the medical report 
said he probably died of a 
blow to the head. 

The association’s freedoms 
committee dismissed the In- 
terior Ministry statement as 
ao attempt to dissuade 
lawyers from striking oo Sun- 
day. It said an official cover- 
up was continuing. 

“All attempts to obtain an 
independent post mortem 
have failed, despite the 
fact that the public prosecu- 
tor’s office found wounds and 
bruises, which suggests a cri- 
minal act,” the committee 
said. “The prosecution is still 
trying to avoid opening the 
investigation to tne associa- 
tion,” it added. 

The Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights has also 
said it was concerned that 
Madam might have died from 
torture after his arrest. 

Lawyers say the strike was 
to go ahead on Sunday if the 
government does not name 
the people they say killed 
Madani. They also plan a 
march on the presidential 
palace on Tuesday. 

The authorities have not 


released the report by tHe 
forensic doctor but on Thurs- 
day Interior Minister Hassan 
Ai Alfi promised an mvfs- 


- tigation and said there wou(a 
be no cover-up. ; 

But tbe six-page statement 
released by his ministry ctn 
Saturday made no mention of 
any investigation into the 
death. It described Madani ds 
a “terrorist” and said he had | 
used his position as a lawyer 
to convey orders from Mus- 
lim militant leaders in jail to , 
those outside jail and abroad . 

It said he had also acted as - 
conduit for 45,000 pounds 
($13,000) and $3,000 sent - 
from abroad to finance tlie 
Gamaa AI Islamiyah (Islamic 
Group), the main Muslim 
militant group 

“The (security) forces 
caught the terrorist Abdid 
Harith Madani on the evep- 
ing of April 26... in his office 
in the Pyramids. He was • 
taken to search his house in 
the Tablia area in the Pyra- 
mids. where a large amount 
of papers and important 
organisational documents 
were found. 

“While he was being taken 
to search his other house in 
the Warrak AI Arab area he 
had difficulty breathing and 
fainted.” . g 

The statement said he was ^ 
taken to Mania! University . 
hospital where he was di- : ‘ 
agnosed as having had qn 
asthma attack. 

“On the afternoon of tlie .. 
next day, April 27, the hos- 
pital cave notice that be had j 
died from a serious collapse 
of the respiratory system arid v 
failure of the functions of the 
lungs as a result of a severe 
attack of asthma.” 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDER 


JORDAN TELEVISION 


ret 773111-19 


programme two 

17:30 Swcoa 3/13 

1&3> Bcaumantrir 

1&41 L’Ecok DesFans 

IMS News in French 

19:15 ... The Weekly Sports Magazine 

15fc3t News in Hebrew 

2 MO News in Arabic 

2fc3t TheNaany 

2055 Jordancsque 

21;W Eguinox 

2fcfl* News in English 

2200 BladtPowder 

ran TopCbps 

PRAYER TUBES 

94*4 Fajr 

05:34 (Sunrise) Duba 

17-38 Dfauhf 

16:12 *Asr 

19i30 Maghreb 

‘Isba 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Cbwreh SwdDeh, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chircfa, Tel. 
£32785. 


St Joseph Ctanreh Td. £34590. 
Chan* of the Aunadatten TeL 
637440. 

De b Sale Cbrnrh Td. 661757 
Tcmaaneta Cksrcb Td: £22366 
Church of the A— dotfan Td. 

623541. 

AngHesa Chord: Td. 630851, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chard Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephrafaa Chart* Td. 7717S1. 
Amman latcretfoad Church TeL 

653526. 

Evaageficd Latin an Omrdi Td: 

824328. 

German-apeaking Evangelical Coa- 
gregaSoa Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Sahib Td. 654932 
Chad) of N a a rene Td. 675691. 

Tic Et au geHc d Locd Chmth hi Am- 

TeL 811295 

WEATHER 

BuSetBi supplied bjr ihe DqjaTtmeol of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures win gradually me 
with wind northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba winds win be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 12/27 

Aqaba 18/34 

Deserts 8/30 

Jordan VaBey 17/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 25, Aqaba 31 Humidity readings: 
Amman 25 per cent Aqaba 20 per 
cent 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. AdoanZagUonl 898140 

Dr. fttkberBdbeiri 663412 

Dr. Yousef Nasr 751144 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 1 .... 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yaccrub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcaani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoajh pharmacy 6Z3672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

numfc 

Dr. Mohammad Ah Khaffi .... 273099 
Atqndspbaimaqr {— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. HhiiainHyasai 
Khafifcb pharmacy 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 

Crvi] Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192,621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 


Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Pob&c Security Department ........... 

Hold Complaints 

Price Comptaimi 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Caflj 

Central Amman Telephone 


Abdali Telephone Repahs 1 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority I 

Jordan E l ectr i c i t y Authority ... I 


Electric Power , 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oneea AEa Ind. Airport. 08*53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — 813813/32 
Kbafidi Maternity. J. Amu... 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity, J. Ann).... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mamas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmemni 664171/4 

Shmrfeaai Hospital 669131 


AI-AbH, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

AJ- Bashir, I. Asfara&b 7751 1 1/2 6 

Array, Maria 891611/15 

Oueen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Anal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hanna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

Bank 

Plmms Bam Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CatboBc Hospital (02)272775 

Ibo AJ Nafces Hoaptal - (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Oueen Aha International 
Airport Td. (08)5320(^5, w here it 
should always be verified. 

ABBBVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

ltfeW Damascus (RJ) 

HkW Jeddah (RJ) 

lOJt Riyadh (RJ) 

l(h55 Dubai, Atm Dhafti (RJ 

iL-80 Beirut (RJ) 

llsW New Delhi (RJ 

12:15 Aqaba (add) (RJ 

17:45 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ 

17:55 Cairo (RJ 

I** BanghofclRJ l 

19*45 Casablanca. Tonis (RJ 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

IfelS Cairo (MS) 

linn Khartoum (SD i 

13:25 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GFi 


17 *0 Rome(AZ) 

19*5 Dubai (EM 1 

Wd* Amsterdam (KL 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

91M Beirut (RJ) 

lfc» Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

UN Amsterdam, ClncaeofRJ) 

13:15 Frankfort (RJ) 

13:15 London (RJ) 

13*5 Cairo (RJ) 

21*0 Dbahran(RJ) 

21:15 — Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus IR]) 

2fc38 Dirimi, Muscat (RJ) 

2W5 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

®fc*8 Istanbul (TA 

OfcIS Beirut (ME 

HJ5 Cairo (MS 

I 2 N Khartoum (SD 

14*38 Bahrain, Abo Dhabi (GF 

2W5 Dubai (KL 1 

82J8 Amsterdam (JO. 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
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Mrs. Lee Kwaa Yew (second from left), her daughter Lee Wei Ling, Sunday visit 
). wife of the Singaporean prime minister, and Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 


Mrs. Lee Kwan Yew visits NHF 


ag ^~To,' t ^ B1 


°? ponTof?' 

after a ***- W A 

'eats. 


a **>« of* 




options for |S} 

towns tage-sTi 

by the army'’ ^ 

Ke added: “iv, 
dls soiuooo of tS F 
organisation 
Since i v? 
said. 314 PRr’i 
been anesred 
and 48 others inch. 

commanders hid * 
5? security force, * 
rash stronehold, 
southeast turkw. ‘ 
He repeated afe 
ment pledges fa- 
would be 
of the vear. 



7 for 


released the rcpr 
ton-aic doctor I* 
day interior Mint 
AI A Ifi promised 
ticarionacdsadi 
bl* no cover-op. 
But the 

released by hi t 
Saturday madeoK 
unv investiuM 
death. !t described- 
a "terrorist'' and. 
used his posnot* 
to convey ordenr 
Hit. militant tods 
those outside ida 
[: said he had a 
conduit for 
tSio.'.OO; and- 
rrjn- abroad k E 
Ga.T.ii .A« Wastf 
Grou?’- the ® 
militant croup 


"Ttie sceiB*, 
csueht the ** 
Hantr. Madam S' 
ir-"* oi Apnl 
in’ the Fwa»j* 
taken to seardij. 
the TsNis afi * 
n- ;v v. here afr 
noers 

were iounJ- fc 
•■Vvniie 

■I.-? o.mciun^' 


hud dtmoian 
min 


m ii 


^ r* 


n; 


rex; 

oir. 




°* Tr - 


•UT.p. 

Stas* uI - 



An-**** " j 


Lfcf* 






Ban® 8 (** . 

Carrrf 


Canr* ■ .-■ 


Curas’-^ 1 ’ 
Ejgpian- 


Cari J*<3»i 


Green 
un^VHfce' 




iW ;/', 

/*<• • 


Ooio” 

Be* 


RTtalO •• ..••• ✓ 


PO*** 0 ... 

•• • 

SS> 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Wife of ' 
the Singaporean prime minis- 
ter, Mrs. Lee kwan Yew, 
and her daughter Lee Wei 
Ling visited Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) Sunday 
•morning, where they were 
received by In'am ’ Mufti, 
adviser to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor for Planning, 
development and NHF inter- 
national relations, and senior 
NHF staff. Mrs. Mufti 
briefed the visiting guests on 
NHF development philoso- 
phy which focuses on long- 
term integrated development 
projects that help families 
and communities reach self- 
|- reliance through democratic 
’grassroots participation. 

The Queen's advisor told 
."the group that NHF projects 
give special attention to in- 
creasing women's involve- 
I ment in economic production 
'and decision making. 

She added that as NHF 
seeks to raise the quality of 
life of families and communi- 


ties throughout Jordan; it 
helps them engage in long- 
term socio-economic de- 
velopment schemes that pro- 
vide them with training, new 
jobs, links with local and 
international markets and 
new oppon unities for im- 
proved living. 

NHF Communication and 
Development Specialist, 
Sima Bahous, gave a slide 
presentation in which she ex- 
plained that NHF develop- 
ment endeavors have bene- 
fited over 40.000 people 
across Jordan. 

Dr. Bahous said that by 
working in the five areas of 
family and community de- 
velopment, women, children, 

E romotion of culture and 
eriiage and advancement of 
education, NHF seeks to 
identify and meet different 
development needs in Jor- 
dan, to introduce innovative 
and dynamic integrated com- 
munity development models 
and to set national standards 
of excellence. 


NHFs Quality of Life Pro- 
ject. Women in Development 
Project and the Jordan De- 
sign and Trade Centre are 
recognised by U.N. organisa- 
tions as model projects for 
the region. 

Mrs. Lee Kwan Yew and 
the accompanying delegation 
also toured NHFs Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre 
(JDTC) where they saw ex- 
hibits of Jordanian hand- 
icrafts such as woolen rugs, 
embroidered home fur- 
nishings, ceramics, glass- 
ware. basketry, fashionable 
clothing and wroughl iron 
furniture — all designed be- 
nefiting from the JDTC. 

The NHF guests expressed 
admiration of the wide range 
of serious development en- 
deavors that NHF is under- 
taking, according to an NHF 
spokesperson. 

Adnan Talhouni, director 
of Queen Noor's office and 
Akram Qursha director 
general of NHF attended rhe 
meeting. 


PSD issues 

summer 

bridge 

crossing 

rules 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday announced summer 
procedures for travel across 
the King Hussein Bridge to the 
occupied West Bank and said 
that the procedures will take 
effect May 18. 


Travellers should register to 
cross in advance in order to 
avoid congestion and to allow 
for the concerned authorities 
to control the travel process 
across the bridge, said the PSD 
statement. 


In a bid to facilitate and 
organise bridge crossings to the 
West Bank, which are more 
frequent during the summer 
months, several registration 
offices will be opened from 
7:30 a.m. daily except Fridays 
starting next Wednesday to fix 
dates for (he travellers, said 
the statement. 


According to the program- 
me, a total of 1.800 travellers 
daily will be registered by the 
following Amman Governo- 
rate police stations: Marka, 
Zuhur, Ashrafieh, Hasbemi, 
Muhajireen, Shmeisani. Biad- 
er Wadi Seer. Rashid and Al 
Hussein. 


Non- Arab travellers holding 
permits to cross, as well as 
others with permits from the 
Red Cross or those persons 
accompanying funerals to the 
West Bank will be allowed to 
cross without registering 
through the above programme, 
said die statement. 


The statement cautioned all 
travellers to make sure that 
they hold valid permits for 
travel to the West Bank before 
registering. 


Jewish American author continues 


40-year fight against Zionism 


By Sa’eda KHani 

J-Spedal ta the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Alfred Lilien- 
thal’s persistent struggle 
against Zionism for over 40 
.years and his steadfast de- 
dication to defending Arab 
and Palestinian rights make it 
|. difficult to believe that the 
renowned writer and special- 
ist in Middle Eastern affairs is 
t. an American Jew. In fact, he 
is not. 

“I am not an American 
Jew but a Jewish American,” 
j. Dr. Lilienthal told a group of 
{.Jordanian friends and jour- 
nalists just before his depar- 
ture from Amman Sunday. 
“Israel's flag is not mine,” he 
; maintained. 

A zealous combatant 
against Zionism, Dr. Lilien- 
' thal considers the tum-of-tbe 
century movement as a se- 
rious threat to Jewish and 
: American interests. For over 


40 years, Dr. Lilienthal, who 
was repeatedly harassed for 
his anti-Zonist stands, has 
been assiduously trying to 
fight against the dangers of 
Zionism. 

Author of many articles on 
the Middle East including 
"Israel's Flag Is Not Mine*’ 
for the Reader’s Digest, and 
of the books, “What Price 
Israel”, “There Goes The 
Middle East” and "The 
Other Side of the Coin", Dr. 
Lilienthal believes that Arabs 
and Jews can live peacefully 
together if Jews relinquished 
their Zionist thinking. 

“Arabs and Jews nave lots 
in common,” said Dr. lilien- 
thal. who paid a short visit to 
Jordan. “It is the Western intru- 
sion of Zionisn that has kil- 
led this relationship.” 

On an annual bass, Dr. 
Lilienthal tours the Middle 
East to visit Arab countries 
and Israel and to talk with 


their leaders and people. He 
believes that the Arabs,- and 
Palestinians in particular, are 
not fully aware of Zionism 
and how it operates. 

Dissatisfied with '’the 
Israeli-Palestinian accords. 
Dr. lilienthal points to the 
growing influence of Zionism 
and blames the U.S. for not 
respecting its role as an hon- 
est broker in the Arab-kraeK 


peace process. 


“The peace process is 
worth trying but there are 
many ambiguities in the 
(Palestiman-Israeii) 
accords,” he said. “And in- 
stead of being impartir- : ih^ 
U.S., in many instance- . 
lined up behind Isravi. ’ 


“(The Palestinian Y i- 
dent Yasser) Arafat 
aware of Zionism and »j*>v it 
manipulates," he warned, 
pointing out that the U.S. 
president is being surrounded 


by American Jews placed in 
senior posts wbo have Zionist 
ambitions and whose words 
are heard. 

Wammg of an imminent 
Zionist invasion. Dr. Lilien- 
thal, the author of “The 
Zionist Connection" which 
became a best-seller in Cana- 
da and which was described 
by Foreign Affairs as the 
“culminating masterwork" of 
his anti- Zionist crusade, in- 
sisted that Arabs should not 
lift the boycott on Israel until 
Israel normalises its nationa- 
lisation. 

“Israel has got to become 
an Israeli state and not a 
Jewish state,” he said. 

“If Israel demands norma- 
lisation of relations then far- 
sighted people should de- 
mand normalisation of 
nationalisation in Israel — 
that is growing m power and 
is threatening peace and 
Jews.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Holiday closings announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministries, government departments and 
public institutions will be closed in observing of ‘Eid Ai Adha 
and Independence Day beginning Saturday May 21 till 


issues and exchanging expertise. 

U.S. levies $20 fee for visa applications 


Wednesday evening May 25, aexording to two c^mmmut^ues 


issued by Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali. The holi _ 
mark the end of the pilgrimage season and the Kingdom's 
Independence Day which falls on May 25. 


AMMAN — Based on legislation recently passed by the 
United States Congress, the United States Department of 
meed rhat 


Oman, Jordan start civil aviation talks 


State has announced rhat effective Monday May 16, 1994, the 
United States embassy in Amman and many other embassies 
worldwide must collect a fee for most visa applications, a U.S. 
Information Press release said Sunday. A fee of $20 (or the 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian-Omani talks on bilateral 
relations in civil aviation started in Amman Sunday at the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA). The talks, chaired on the Jorda- 
nian side by CAA Director General Ahmad Jweiber and on 
the Omani side by Deputy Director of the Oman, Civil 
Aviation Authority Ahmad Ben Saeed AI Ruwahi, dealt with 
operating direct flights between the two countries, training 


equivalent in the local currency) will be levied for each visa 
application, including those for children. This fee is not 
renim 


refunded if the visa application is refused, the release said. 
Citizens of countries who normally pay a “visa issuance” fee 
will now pay the visa application fee of $20 in addition to the 
“visa issuance” fee. Alt visa applications should also be 
accompanied by a passport-size photograph. Persons travell- 
ing on official government business and in possession of the 
required diplomatic note, are exempt from this fee. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


The following listings are compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed lime and place with the 
concerned institutions. 


Exhibition of painting; by 20 Jordanian and Iraqi 
artists (including Widad Or&li, Hussein Da’seh, 
Waddah A) Ward, Adnan Al HUu and Mahmoud 
Hussein) at (Mali Art Gallery in Umm Uth a ina (Tel. 
826932). 


FILM 


* Exhibition by 46 artists entitled “He, Boqjoor Mon- 
sieur La Fotaine" at the French Cultural Centre. 


☆ Belgian film entitled "Toto Le Hems” at the French 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


LECTURE 


Lecture entitled “Unknown Sacred Shrines in Jor- 
dan” (with a slide presentation) by ““J 

’Arnmar Khammash at the Friends of 


artist 


Exhibition of painting; by artist Salman Al Basri at 
AHa Art Gallery (Tel. 639303). 

Exhibition by Iraqi artist SZuwfcat.Al Rubaie at the 
Italian Language Centre (9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.) (Td. 
669348). 

Exhibitior of water odour paintings by artist Itab 
Hreib and another exlubition of ceramics by Sal Ida 
Ehnesttiekhi at Ain Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (Td. 
644451, 652823). 


Archaeology Centre at 7:00 p.m. 


CONCERT 


ir Concert by Jafra band on the death anniverwy of 
Lu’ay Sayegh at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:W 

p.m. 


Exhibition by artist Hdml EhTouni at Baladna Art 
Gallery /Td. 687598). 

Art exhibition by five Egyptian artists at Darat Al 
Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shuman Foundation m 
jabal Lawdbdeh. Also showing “permanent” exhibi- 
tion of 56 Arab contemporary artists (Td. 643251/2). 
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Syria is trying to increase imports 
from Jordan, says visiting minister 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Syria is trying to 
increase its imports from Jor- 
dan and diversify its exports 
to the Kingdom according to 
Syrian Minister of Economy 
and Foreign Affairs Moham- 
mad Imam. 

At a meeting of the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Economic 
Committee Sunday in Am- 
man the panel prepared a 
report to be submitted to the 
higher committee meeting 
due to convene again in Am- 
man next month. 

Reports on the operations 
of joint companies operating 
in Jordan and Syria since 
1975 were reviewed, accord- 
ing to Dr. Imadi who led the 
Syrian side to the meeting. 

“We have discussed all me- 
asures related to promoting 


cooperation and expansion of 
trade and economic ties” said 


the visiting minister. 

He told Jordan Television 
following the meeting that 
trade exchanges between 
Damascus and Amman are in 
the interest of the two coun- 
tries. “and on our part in 
Syria, we are trying to in- 
crease our imports from Jor- 
dan and diversify our exports 
to the Kingdom.” 

Along with the minutes of 
the meeting. Dr. Imadi and 
his Jordanian counterpart 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf signed an 
economic and trade protocol 
aimed at promoting trade and 
cooperation in transport and 
industry between the two 
countries. 

“With this accord, we have 
taken the first step towards 



Minister of Industry and Trade Rima 
Khalaf Sunday reviews bilateral trade 
issues with ho- counterpart Syrian Minister 


of Economy and Foreign Affairs Moham- 
mad Imadi. Attending the meeting were 
members of the Jordanian-Syrian Econo- 
mic Committee (Petra photo) 


adjusting the trade balance 
between the two countries 
which is heavily in favour of 
Syria.” said Dr. Khalaf. 

She told Jordan Television 
that during the meeting both 
sides tried to overcome 
obstacles impeding the 
marketing of Jordanian pro- 
ducts in Syrian markets, and 
agreed to revise the. list of 
products for export to either 
country.” 

“We also tackled several 
other problems related to 
trade and transport and 


issues related to account set- 
tlements and banking proce- 
dures, and we agreed to con- 
vene a meeting by specialists 
from the two sides to lay the 
groundwork for details of the 
future working plan in trade, 
to be followed by an econo- 
mic ministerial committee 
meeting which would put the 
final touches to an overall 
report to be submitted to the 
higher committee,” said Dr. 
Khalaf. 

Dr. Imadi and his team 
earlier held meetings with 


Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Hisham Al Khatib and 
Minister of Supply Radi Ibra- 
him to review import and 
export operations between 
Amman and Damascus. 

Questions including Jor- 
dan’s purchases of cereals 
and animal feed from Syria 
were discussed by the two 
sides. 

Dt. Imadi and Dr. Khalaf 
met later with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali and 
briefed him on the outcome 
of their meetings. 


Nurses to return from training in U.S. 


Al Amal Cancer Centre due to open in late November 


By Elia NasraBah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Sixteen nurses 
who have been taking train- 
ing courses in oncology at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington D.C. will start 
returning to Jordan as of 
early July to begin work at Al 
Amal Centre near the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, according 
to Abdullah Al Khatib, rap- 
porteur to the Jordanian 
national task force undertak- 
ing the cancer centre project. 

This summer seven of the 
nurses who have acquired 
high level training in caring 
for cancer patients will be 
back in the Kingdom; the rest 
will be in Amman before the 
expected inauguration of the 
centre sometime towards the 


end of November, Dr. Kha- 
tib told the Jordan limes. 

Noting that the work on 
the construction of the centre 
and its annex is in its last 
phases. Dr. Khatib said the 
cost so far was estimated at 
JD 17 million, of which JD 9 
minion went to the purchase 
and installation of equip- 
ment. 

. Between JD 3 and 4 mil- 
lion are needed annually to 
cover the operational cost of 
the centre which will offer its 
services free of charge espe- 
cially to needy patients, Dr. 
Khatib added. 

“We plan to set up a spe- 
cial fund to raise money ro 
cover die cost of treatment 
for poor patients, and we also 
plan to initiate other projects 


in order to ensure sufficient 
income to cover operational 
costs,” said Dr. Khatib. 

One option is to construct 
and rent out several stores on 
a plot of land given to die 
centre by the University of 
Jordan; this plan is expected 
in raise part of the income 
required to cover operational 
costs incurred by centre, he 
said. 

“We have already drawn 
up plans for this project, but 
we have other ideas including 
securing an annual sum for 
the centre from the govern- 
ment out of the national 
budget,” said Dr. Khatib. 

But, he said, there would 
be no need for a such move if 
the government applied a 
comprehensive medical in- 


surance system -for all 
citizens, because allocation 
would come from the various 
concerned institutions as well 
as the government. 


Dr. Khatib said the centre 
.was also involved in setting 
its bylaws, designed to allow 
it to ran independently with 
as little routine and formality 
as possible, and a special 
register was being opened to 
record cancer patient cases 
and their locations around 
the country. 


At the same time,’ be said, 
the national task force main- 
tains dose contracts with in- 
ternational institutions which 
continue to provide assist- 
ance to the centre in the form 
of expertise and training. 


Manufacturers, government seek to upgrade 


labelling, packing and packaging of products 


By Rana HnsseM 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Proper packaging 
and expiry dates on local pro- 
ducts are essential require- 
ments for Jordanian goods to 
be accepted both on the local 
and international markets, 
according to Imad Shama of 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
diaary and Commerce. 

Mr. Shama, wbo was addres- 
sing a group business lunch 
attendees at the Marriott 
Hotel, said proper packaging 
has become an important fac- 
tor for local industry, adding 
that many countries require 
special specifications in ship- 
ping and packaging products. 

“We can’t sell to a client if 
the product is not packed prop- 
erly.” Mr. Shama said. 

He said the international 
packaging industry has been 
advancing rapidly, but the 
Jordanian sector needs to work 
on improving its packing and 
packaging system to compete 
in international markets. 

According to Mr. Shama. 
there was a notable jump in the 
number of Jordanian exports 
in recent years. In 1988. he 
said, Jordanian exports were 
estimated at $22 million, but in 
1994 they soared to $8) mil- 
lion. 

Therefore, he said, ‘‘we 
have to maintain our level to 
keep up with the international 
requirements and specifica- 
tions regarding packing and 
packaging, because we are 
approaching a competitive era, 
especially after the (Middle 
East) peace process.” 

Hassan Soudi of the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade also 
stressed the importance of im- 
proving the labelling and pack- 
aging system. 

“We at the ministry wel- 
come any system or style that 
uses science or technology, and 
we have to keep up with it and 


support it,” Mr. Soudi said. 

Food labelling is a priority 
for the ministry, he said adding 
that Jordan now requires that 
each manufacturer place a 
label written in Arabic to ex- 
plain the contents, expiry date 
and other important informa- 
tion about the product that 
would benefit the buyer. 

He added that the ministry 
also requires imported pro- 
ducts to bear the same such 
labels in Arabic before enter- 
ing the Kingdom. 


Furthermore, Mr. Soudi 
said, the ministry is looking at 
alteraativers for placing the 
expiry dares on some dairy 
products. 

In this area, he charged that 
some dairy companies are re- 
placing the lids of expired dairy 
products with new lids bearing 
new expiry dates. 

The ministry is searching for 
ways to require dairy manufac- 
turers to stamp the expiry 
dares on the sides or bottoms 
of their containers instead, he 


% 


said. 

According to Wajih Murad, 
esident of Murad Tech, and 
'rading Est., the organisers of 
Sunday’s business gathering, 
there is a huge gap between 
what is required of manufac- 
turers by the government, and 
what these manufacturers 
actually practise. 

“The purpose of this meet- 
ing was to gather the public 
and private sectors together to 
tell them that there is a print- 
ing solution to their needs." 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN JORDAN MUD SOAP. AND NATURAL MUD 
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her we have 
or we don’t 


THE UPPER HOUSE of Parliament’s (Senate) 
endorsement on Saturday of the draft sales tax 
contrasted substantially with the way the Low- 
er House handled the issue. The House spent 
many days debating the proposed tax and 
introduced several key amendments, notably 
lowering the tax base from 10 to Seven per cent 
and adding a long list of items and commodities 
that will be exempt from the new levy. The 
people’s representatives were deeply divided on 
the subject and their deliberations were re- 
markably acrimonious for the most part. What 
emerged from the parliamentarians in the 
House was a composite of conflicting ideas that 
ended up watering down considerably the 
fiwanfial and economic impact of the tax law. 

This expected decline in sales tax revenues 
would no doubt put a damper on Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali’s original 
thoughts on improving the infrastructure of the 
country’s civil service as well as on initiating 
new economic projects. Changing civil service 
for the better has always been one of the key 
landmarks In Dr. Majali’s domestic policy. Still 
the prime minis ter has effectively ruled out any 
-salary increases because of lower tax revenues. 
Dashing all hopes for salary or pension hikes Is 
thus put squarely on the House for lowering the 
sales tax base. 

This is certainly one way of looking at the 
issue. Another way of examining this problem 
could be found in the revelation made by the 
prime minis ter on Saturday that Jordan Is 
among the most, if not the most, public service 
congested country in the world. Trimming the 
size of bureaucracy would seem the sensible 
way to reconcile the demand for improvement 
in the Income of state employees and pensioners 
on pre-sales tax budgetary allocations. Yet, the 
decision by the Cabinet on Saturday to create 
4,500 new state positions does not seem to tally 
with the proposition that the government has 
become overladen with bureaucracy. We either 
have too many state employees or we do not. If 
the former is correct then, why the government 
has moved to create new governmental posi- 
tions? If the later corresponds more to the fact 
of the situation, then the assertion that state 
bureaucracy is already overburdened and 
cumbersome needs another look. 


ARABIC PRESS 

AL DUSTOUR daily Sunday commented on U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher's scheduled tour of the Middle East 
region by expressing belief that it constitutes a fresh indication 
that the United States is keen on pursuing the peace process. 
But, shuttling between Arab capitals to convey the views of 
leaders is not enough to achieve the aspired peace, especially 
on the Syrian-Israeli track, which has not yet seen fay progress, 
die paper said. To achieve peace and ensure the return of the 
Golan Heights to Syrian sovereignty, said the paper, requires 
serious efforts on the part of the United States administration 
which should help end Israel's intransigence and persuade its 
leaders to withdraw Israeli forces from the occupied plateau, 
without real pressure on the Israelis, said the paper, there can 
be no chance for Mr. Christopher to achieve any result from 
his fresh mission, added the daily. While we remain committed 


1 t of^gc quid; pregreos on the Isrceli-Syria.- track was achieved 
soon, the successes Washington made along the Palestinian- 
Israeli track would be in jeopardy. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustonr discussed the “lottery” 
announced by the United States embassy in Amman inviting 
people to submit applications for immigrant visas, and said this 
cook) be a trap. Mohammad Daoud said that die lottery 
programme could be designed to attract certain types of youth 
or skilled people to become incorporated in the American 
nation, benefiting the United States and depriving their 
original countries of their skill. The writer said that the 
Americans are trying to exploit the uneasy situation m many of 
the Third World countries, luring them to American, with 
keen interest in attracting talented youths from the Arab 
World whose own countries have spent a fortune on their 
training. With the departure of skilled and talented youth torn 
the Third World countries, the developing world would be 
deprived of the means for development and progress- added 


By Youssef Azzneh 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Military experts 
said on Tuesday that the 
stage in Yemen appeared set 
for a classical and prolonged 
war of attrition. 

They said neither side in 
the Yemen war appeared 
able to score a decisive vic- 
tory that would settle the 
conflict between the northern 
president and his southern 
opponents. 

Both sides have claimed 
battlefield victories since full- 
scale fighting erupted last 
Wednesday but many of their 
claims have been disproved 
by their own subsequent 
statements. 

The experts said, however, 
that one thing seemed certain 
— President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh bad so far failed to 
conquer the southern stron- 
ghold of Aden to topple its 
defiant leaders led by Vice- 
President Ali Salem A1 
Beidh. 

Military experts said a 
northern push on Aden main- 
ly from bases in the south set 
up under a scheme to inte- 
grate the armed forces of the 
two halves of the country that 
merged m 1990 had been 
resisted fiercely. 

They said reinforcements 
Sanaa tried to send south to 
back up the offensive had 
largely failed to break 
through defences of south- 
erners fighting against what 
they see as an annexation 
attempt by the more popu- 
lous north. 

To go south, northern 
troops would have had to go 
through rugged mountain 
passes that are easily block- 
ed by opposing forces. 

“We don’t know exactly 
what happened, but it does 
seem that reinforcements 
from the north were not able 
to get through and isolated 
northern units in the south 
have not been able to reach 
Aden,” one Western expert 
said. 

Sanaa said on the first day 
of the fighting that forces 
loyal to Mr. Saleh were 
poised to take Aden within 
hours from what they called 
rebels seeking to split Yemen 



Yemen seems set for war of attrition 


again only four years after it 
fulfilled a 400 year-old dream 
of unity. 

Every day since, it has 
claimed its forces were closer 
to die port dty that was the 
former capital of South Ye- 
men. 

On Monday northern com- 
manders said their troops 
were wi thin five km of Aden. 
They repeated the ckdmon 
Tuesday but reports from the 
dty said life was normal 
there, suggesting the attack- 
ers were not that dose. 

“Aden is very quiet still,” 
said a Western visitor on 
Tuesday. 


Southerners who argue 
that Mr. Saleh wants to turn 
the union into a personal fief 
say they have rolled back the 
northern advance and fight- 
ing is now centred on three 
fronts close to the former 
borders, the nearest being 
some 100 km away. 

They say they too are keen 
to remain within a single Ye- 
men but would resist his bid 
to overthrow by force leaders 
who only last year won over- 
whelming victory in the coun- 
try’s first ever multi-party 
elections. 

Mr. Beidh 's Yemen Social- 
ist Party (YSP) swept all 


southern seats in the election 
and won 'one or two more in 
the north, coining second to 
Mr. Saleh’s General People’s 
Congress (GPC) in the num- 
ber of seats it holds in parlia- 
ment. 

The military experts said 
that the stage appeared set 
for a long and bloody con- 
flict. 

They said that northern 
armies which outnumber 
southerners by two-to-one in 
theory enjoy the upper hand, 
but they face better moti- 
vated and trained south- 
erners drilled by years of iron 


rule by Mr. Beidta’s Soviet- 
style Yemen Socialist Par- 
ty- 

Northern forces may also 
have to fight rearguard ac- 
tions to defend their long 
lines of communication 
against heavily armed tribes- 
men that may have come to 
Mr. Beidh's aid because of 
their own grievances against 
Mr. Saleh, Yemeni sources 
said. 

A senior American envoy 
touring the Gulf this week 
sounded a warning to Mr. 
Saleh. 

Robert Pelletreau, assis- 


tant U.S. secretary of state 
for Near Eastern affairs, said 
the northerners appeared 
stalled in their advance. , 

“What this indicates is 
that... if the fighting does not 
stop it's going to be prot- 
racted and very bloody," he 
said. 

“There is not a military 
solution to the Yemen prob- 
lem. It may be that after 
another brief period, when 
the leaders, particularly the 
northern leaders, realise 
there’s not an easy victory, 
they will hear the words of 
the... world,” he added. 


Clinton may compromise on China MFN German presidential 


By Susan Cornwell 
• Reuter ■ 

WASHINGTON — As the 
deadline for renewing Chi- 
na’s trading status 
approaches, some analysts 
think U.S. President Bill 
Clinton will neither totally 
extend or reject Beijing’s pri- 
vileges but seek a comprom- 
ise. 

The question of whether to 
renew Most Favoured Nation 
(MFN) trading status for Chi- 
na on June 3 is. an important 
one for the U.S. and Chinese 
economies as well as for the 
countries' relations far into 
the future — and for Mr. 
Clinton's political standing. 

The U.S. president has 
been widely criticised for 
weakness in his foreign poli- 
cy, with the Wall Street Jour- 
nal declaring last week that 
he “speaks softly and carries 
a twig." 

If Mr. Clinton wants to 
counter that impression, be 
needs at least to appear to 
stick to his demands that 
China improve its human 
rights record in order to keep 
its trading preferences. 

“I think they (the adminis- 
tration) are hoping that the 
Chinese will take a few more 
baby steps, face-saving ges- 
tures, to enable them to 
make that recommendation” 
that Beijing's trading pri- 
vileges be renewed, said 
Mike Jeudizejczyk, Washing- 


ton director of Human Rights 
Watcfa/Asia. 

“If they don’t, then dearly 
Clinton will have no choice 
than to use a tool that partial- 
ly revokes MFN, or other 
sanctions,” Mr. Jendrzejczyk 
said. He said this might be “a 
compromise of tough talk 
and limited sanctions.” 

MFN lets China pay the 
lowest available tariffs on its 
exports to the United States. 
U.S. officials began to talk 
cautiously about the possibil- 
ity of selectively withdrawing 
benefits from the Chinese in 
March, after a difficult trip to 
Beijing by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

A senior U.S. official said 
compromise proposals were 
being studied, such as target- 
ing state enterprises while 
trying to spare China’s fledg- 
ling private sector or raising 
tariffs on some commodities, 
but no decision had been 
made. 

Robert Zoellick, a former 
undersecretary of state in the 
Bush administration, wrote 
in Monday’s Washington 
Post that “the greatest dan- 
ger for tile president now is 
that... the administration will 
muddle through with half- 
measures and cobbled- 
together compromises,” on 
MFN for China. He said Mr. 
Clinton should go ahead and 
renew Beijing's trading sta- 
tus. 

But some people on Capi- 


tol Hill favour limited sanc- 
tions. '• 

“There is much interest* 
hen on the hill in targeting 
revocations toward products 
made by the Chinese milit- 
ary, and maybe a few other 
clearly state-run products" 
such as toys, said Repre- 
sentative Nancy Pelosi, 
Democrat of California. 

“If the president says there 
is some progress on human 
rights, but not enough, and 
proposes targeted revoca- 
tion, I think Congress would 
accept that," she said. 

Congress had many argu- 
ments about providing MFN 
for China with former Presi- 
dent Bush. Candidate Clin- 
ton criticised Bush in the 
1992 campaign as kowtowing 
to Beijing by allowing MFN 
to continue in the face of 
serious human rights viola- 
tions. 

Congressional action last 
year was pre-empted by Mr. 
Clinton’s executive order in- 
sisting China make overall 
significant progress on rights 
or risk losing MFN status on 
June 3, 1994. 

But Beijing bas continued 
to jail dissidents and deny 
free emigration, thus far fail- 
ing to take enough steps — 
even symbolic ones — to 
provide Mr. Clinton dear 
leeway to renew MFN. 

Recently. Mr. Clinton has 
been sounding more ubpeat 
about MFN, saying last week 


that a few “last humps” had 
to be surmounted: U.S.. 
Trade Representative Mick- 
ey Kantor said Monday that 
renewal is “achievable" for 
China in the time remaining. 

Congressional advocates of 
extending MFN say a partial 
revocation of China’s trading 
privileges won’t work. 

“That is no better than 
(total) revocation/’ said Rep- 
resentative Robert Matsui, 
another California Demo- 
crat. "Onr problem is you 
can’t prevent the Chinese 
from retaliating, and we 
conic end up in a trade war 
;v:tb rhina.” 

M-. Matsui said cancelling 
would be "massive un- 
.Me action” that could 
;*ie U.S. economy too. 
Bu.-fr-'SiS sources say Chinese 
.•eltiVdon could cost some 
li-'i.WO U.S. jobs. 

But Mr. Matsui said Mr. 
Clinton ws “dealt a bad 
hand” on MFN from the time 
when Congress felt Mr. Bush 
was not tough enough on 
Beijing. 

“The real problem is that 
this kind of issue should not 
drive the entire rela- 
tionship,” Mr. Matsui said. 
He said be hoped the Chinese 
would now comply with the 
rights issues so both countries 
could “save face and streng- 
then our relationship," and 
that the United States would 
drop the linkage in the fu- 
ture. 


race looks gopd 
for Kohl’s man 


Outside force in Rwanda could face great hostility 



By Aldan Hartley 

Reuter 

NAIROBI — The blood of 
foreign soldiers will run with 
that of thousands of Rwan- 
dans if an outside interven- 
tion force is sent to try to end 
the carnage raging in Rwan- 
da, African political analysts 
say. 

Despairing at its inability 
to stop the slaughter in the 
Central African state, the 
United Nations proposed on 
Tuesday sending a new 
peacekeeping force of some 
5,500 troops to support relief 
ope rations and protect civi- 
lians. 

But rebels and government 
soldiers have already made 
clear it will have a fight on its 
hands. 

A U.N. Secretariat report 
sumbitted to the Security 
Council said the troops 
should be able to defend 
themselves before a ceasefire 
took hold but not take milit- 
ary action against feuding 
Rwandan armies, militias ana 
rebels. 

But tbe report failed to 
tackle the crucial issue of who 
would take part in any such 


force. 

The West, scarred by its 
experience in Somalia, is re- 
luctant to be involved in 
another African crisis. Afri- 
can countries, under U.S. 
pressure to take the lead, are 
worried about being sucked 
into a dangerous and costly 
regional conflict. 

Regional experts have little 
doubt any such force would 
soon take casualties. 

“It is a foregone conclu- 
sion, tbe army is an indisd- 
plined rabble and the rebels 
would see outsiders as the 
enemy,” said one Nairobi- 
based political expert. 

The rebel Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Front (RPF), fearing out- 
side intervention could dep- 
rive it of all-out victory it 
senses is In its grasp, says 
outside armies should only be 
involved if they intend to 
remove a “clique of killers" 
in power. 

"We reject any interna- 
tional peacekeeping force, be 
it U.N. or OAU (Organisa- 
tion of African Unity). We 
feel it’s too late for such a 
force when thousands of our 
people have already been kil- 
led,’' RPF military chief 


Major-General Paul Kagame 
told Reuters recently. 

The RPF says it launched 
an offensive on April 8, two 
days after President Juvenal 
Habyarimana was killed in a 
rocket attack on his plane, to 
stop mass killings of people 
from the small Tutsi tribe and 
Hutu opposition party sup- 
porters. 

ft says it wants to bring to 
justice tbe Hutu death squads 
and government troops who 
witnesses say have conducted 
the estimated 200,000 mur- 
ders and the best way to stop 
further killings is to rout their 
foes on the battlefield. 

“We believe those pushing 
for such a (intervention) 
force would like to deny the 
RPF outright victory," Mr. 
Kagame said. 

Barely one month after it 
closed the door on its ill-fated 
mission in Somalia, the Un- 
ited States is set to become 
involved in another African 
crisis. 

On Tuesday, it said ft was 
sending 15 military flights to 
carry relief supplies to Rwan- 
da refugees in Tanzania and 
Burundi. 


But this time Washington 
is adamant it will not get 
Involved militarily and is 
pushing African states to 
organise its own force either 
through the United Nations 
or the OAU. 

“American lives will not be 
lost in some far-off African 
crisis. The U.S. wants other 
stares to bear the casualties, 
but is under pressure to be 
seen to take the lead in trying 
,to halt the killing," said one 
African analyst. 

Hie forces of the Rwandan 
rump government have 
already attacked the handful 
of U.N. “blue berets" still in 
the country. 

. On Monday, a Ghanaian 
soldier guarding civilians 
sheltering at a sports stadium 
in a part of Kigali held by the 
RPF was killed by a mortar 
bomb. 

He sas the first U.N. sol- 
dier to die since 10 Belgians 
were disarmed, tortured and 
murdered by presidential 
guards on April 7 while 
guarding opposition Hutu 
Prime Minister Agathe Uwi- 
lingiyimana, who was also 

butchered. ' 


By Tom Hmeghan 

Renter 

BONN — Germany’s pres- 
idential race, an odd mix of 
polite public shadow-boxing 
and behind-the-scenes strug- 
gle, looks like it is shaping up 
into a victory for Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

Kohl’s candidate, Christian 
Democrat (CDU) Roman 
Herzog, seems increasingly 
confident as the May 23 vote 
nears, while his Social Demo- 
cratic (SFD) rival Johannes 
Rau shows signs of fading in 
the final stretch. 

Most importantly, the 
liberal Free Democrats 
(FDP), who win cast the de- 
ciding votes, are slowly com- 
ing into line with Mr. Kohl, 
with whom they want to con- 
tinue their 11 Vi year coalition 
government after the general 
election m October. 

There are no public opin- 
ion polls to show who is up or 
down in the race for the 
presidency, a ceremonial post 
for which open campaigning 
is considered unseemly and 
statesman- like interviews are 
the main way to make one’s 
ambition known. 

The complex nature of the 
election, which, will be de- 
cided by 1,324 delegates to a 
special electoral college in 
Berlin, also makes private 
vote-counting a bit tncky. 

But CDU party strategists 
say tbe are sure Mr. Heizog 
will win. Comments from the 
SPD and FDP last week 
seemed to back that up. 

"There are days when I 
think it’s all over,” the nor- 
mally cheery Mr. Rau told 
Reuters in a candid moment 
during an interview. 

By contrast, FDP Chair- 
man Klaus Kinkel. who is 
also Mr. Kohl's foreign 
minister and staunch suppor- 
ter, sounds more confident 
than ever after seeing a rival, 
who tried to rally liberals 
around Mr. Rau suffer an 
embarrassing setback within 
tbe party. 

“I’ll be running the show,” 
he said when the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung asked 
who would decide how tbe 
FDP will swing in the crucial 
third round of the electoral- 
college's vote. 

Mr. Kinkel declined to say 
he would support Mr. Her- 
zog, but he has already com- 
mitted the FDP to four more 
years with Mr. Kohl so a vote 
against his presidential candi- 
date would be strange in- 
deed. 


Naming tbe successor to 
Richard Von Weizsaecker, 
another CDU man who be- 
came the moral voice of the • 
nation during his 10 years in ' 
office, would be an important 
boost for Mr. Kohl’s party in : 
this year’s 19-poll election ‘ 
marathon. 

The CDU has rebounded 
from poor showings in the . 
two votes held so far and now , 
looks set to overtake the SPD 
and its chancellor candidate < 
Rudolf Scharping in the opin- I 
ion polls. 

A Rau victory only five 
months before the OcL 16 
poll would be a surprise, re- ; 
calling the shift of power to 
tbe SPD that die election of 
his father-in-law Gnstav 1 
Heinemann presaged before . 
the 1969 general election that 
Willy Brandt won. 

The race is fraught with ’ 
complications, some of which , 
could make it a cliff-hanger 
right down to the last round 
of voting. 

Mr. Herzog, the widely re- i 
spected chief justice of Ger- > 
many’s Supreme Court, trails' 
far behind North Rhine ‘ 
Westphalia state Premier *, 
Rau in popularity polls — but H 
this does not matter since ' 
only the votes in the electoral 
college count.' 

The small FDP has its own : 
candidate, the veteran liberal .■ 
Hildegard Hamm-Braecher, ■ 
but she is expected to bow ■, 
out after two symbolic rounds . 
of voting to allow Mr. Herzog 
to win. 

The FDP nominated her in ■ 
anger after Mr. Kohl single- ■. 
handediy put forward the : 
east German Steffen Hrit- 
mann as his choice last an- ■> 
tumn. Mr. Heit mann drop- r 
ped out after two months of .* 
controversy over his arch- ? 
conservative views. 

Although the idea of hav- > 
ing an east German as presi- 
dent was widely debated, :: 
only the greens nominated ’’ 
one. Their candidate, civil • 
rights activist Jets Reich, has - 
no hope of winning 

Procedures for the pres- ? 
idential vote are complicated - 
and leave room for last-mi- - 
nuie surprises, - 

The winner must gamer 50 - 
per cent of the vote in the - 
first two rounds or a simple - 
majority in the third and final 
poll. 

CDU and \ 
? avaT TJ? CSU sister party :■ 

!k V *£ 9 votcs ’ iust short of 
the 663 needed for an abso- * 
fete majority, while the SPD ‘j 
has only 502 deputies it cap i 
count on. 


/ 
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HUMAN RIGHTS FILE 


* Murder in the name of ‘honour’ 


By Waked Sadi 
'WERE IS no human rights 
* reat y that does not accord 
£™cy to the right to life. 
Ths priority consideration of 
me right to life began with 
the universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of 194S where 
Article 3 stipulates that 
“everyone has right to life, 
.liberty and security of per- 
sons." Article 6 of the Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights echoed 
the same principle when it 
declared that “every human 
being has the inherent right 
to life, that “this right shall 
be protected by law” and that 
“no one shall be arbitrarily 
deprived of life.” The same 
sentiment about the priority 
of the right to life is repeated 
over and over again in practi- 
cally all the other human 
rights, instruments either ex- 
pressly or by implication as 
indeed is the case m the 
International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultu- 
ral Rights. 

I Since this is the case and 
there is an international 
unanimity that the right to 
life comes ahead of all other 
rights, since without it there 
can be no possibility to enjoy 
them, I wonder why Jordan 
keeps on ignoring or brushing 
aside the right to life of the 
many girls and women who 
are murdered year in and 
year out in the name of 
“family honour.” The case of 
Khawla, the 15-year-old girl 
who was shot to death by her 
brother a few days ago be- 
cause she was suspected of 
sexual wrong doing, brings to 
light this ominous phe- 
nomenon that has afflicted 
our society and other tradi- 
tional societies in Arab and 
Islamic countries without 
causing as much as a ripple in 


the national psyche of these 
countries. 

In the case of Khawla, the 
father of the murdered girl 
instigated his son to take the 
life of his sister in cold blood 
on the strength of a mere 
telephone call that Khawla 
had an illicit relation with a 
man. 

There was no uproar over 
the case of Khawla just as 
there was no outcry from 
either the public or the gov- 
ernment when similar crimes 
were committed over the 
course of the past years. This 
suggests that there is a societ- 
al acceptance or state toler- 
ance of this evil as necessary 
since “sexual honour" 
appears to supercede or 
preempt all other manifesta- 
tions of ’■honour” in Islamic 
societies. 

Even worse, there is an 
apparent judicial tolerance of 
such crimes as a recent cri- 
minal court decision would 
demonstrate. Last week the 
High Criminal Court ruled 
that a father who killed his 
daughter to cleanse the fami- 
ly honour is guilty of man- 
slaughter rather than murder 
and gave the father a mere six 
months jail sentence. There 
is a clear signal by the judici- 
ary in the country that crimes 
committed in the name of 
family honour would be tre- 
ated as mere manslaughter. 
Would-be killers in such 
situations are being served 
with judicial notice that the 
most that they can expect in 
terms of punishment is a re- 
latively shon jail sentence. 

The purpose of this writing 
is neither to defend extramar- 
ital sexual behaviour nor to 
promote it. The concern is to 
call for an immediate action 
by the government and the 
people of Jordan to stop this 


senseless daughter of girls 
and women who could be 
also innocent of the charge 
arbitrarily levelled against 
them. Islam per sc does not 
give the immediate family 
members of any girl or 
women the right to take her 
life simply because a father or 
brother thinks that she has 
engaged in u sexual wrong- 
doing. It would have been 
even Jess painful had any 
such girl or women been even 
given a “family trial." during 
which she is accorded an 
opportunity to defend herself 
against wild accusations or 
rumours. 

Even when a girl or woman 
is “proven” guilty, neither 
the Jordanian law nor the 
various international human 
rights conventions that Jor- 
dan has ratified would toler- 
ate the kind of extrajudicial 
execution melted to them. 
This year alone 10 women 
lost their lives in the name of 
“family honour." No doubt 
the death toil in this category 
of crime will rise to many 
more before the end of 1994. 
So the cycle of violence 
against unsuspecting girls and 
women can be projected to 
continue unabated simply be- 
cause there is no counter 
campaign by either the gov- 
ernment or by the people. 

It appears that the govern- 
ment and the public treat this 
subject as a hot potato that it 
would rather not hear about, 
much less deal with head on. 
in a manner appropriate to 
the reputation of the King- 
dom as a country well de- 
veloped and endowed when it 
comes to human rights and 
the rule of law. No such 
reaction appears to be in the 
cards judging by the length of 
the ensts and its perpetuation 
over the past decades. 1 1 


seems to me that an initiative 
on the part of the leadership 
of the country is called for to 
stop this senseless killing. 
The government can no lon- 
ger afford to treat this prob- 
lem as if it is a benign issue 
better brushed under the car- 
pet. We are treaty-obligated 
to protect the lives of every 
life in the country especially 
the innocent ones. 

Life cannot continue to be 
taken away by arbitrary 
means in a country as de- 
veloped and progressive as 
Jordan. 

We are well into the 21st 
century and it is high time 
that a national campaign be 
conducted against this categ- 
ory of crime that is a legacy of 
the dark era. The ongoing 
culture of tolerating "family 
honour" crimes has got to 
cease by replacing it with 
other antidotal measures that 
would satisfy the sense of 
family honour (hat Jorda- 
nians by and large feel they 
would wish to defend. 

A national pact or social 
contract on this subject could 
also be initiated by human 
rights activists or groups of 
Jordanians concerned with 
the development of democra- 
cy. A national conference on 
this subject in which different 
levels of society could partici- 
pate could also offer some 
viable panaceas lhaL could 
offer Jordanians of all walks 
of life with an effective for- 
mula to deal with such soda! 
ills without resorting to sum- 
map' execution on their own 
volition. Whatever the case 
may be, we need to embark 
on a national course to end 
the slaughter of our girls and 
women and at the same time 
present Jordanians with a just 
and viable alternative. 


Christopher delivers Israeli response 


(C ontinued from page 1) 


told reporters he would not be 
Able to supply much informa- 
tion this time either. 

• On bis plane to Damascus. 
Mr. Christopher said he in- 
tended visiting the Palestinian 
^elf-governing enclave of 
Yericho next week. His foray to 
the West Bank town win prob- 
' ably take place on Tuesday or 
Wednesday, officials said. 

! Israeli troops evacuated a 
62-square-kilometrc enclave 
around Jericho last week in 
accordance with a deal signed 


with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, leaving its 
Palestinian residents to estab- 
lish a self-governing council. 

*T would expect to be meet- 
ing with the Palestinian lead- 
ership a gam on this trip, this 
time in Jericho,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. He noted that 
Palestinian West Bank leaders 
whom he bad frequently met in 
east Jerusalem on former trips, 
including Faisal A1 Husseini 
and Saeb Erekat, had now 
been named members of the 
Palestinian self-governing 


council. 

“I look forward 10 meeting 
them in Jericho.” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. 

The visit is likely to be inter- 
preted by some in Israel and 
elsewhere as another sign that 
• the Palestinians are on then- 
way to building a state in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

A senior U.S. official said: 
“Our position on a Palestinian 
state has not changed. We do 
not support the establishment 
of a Palestinian state.” He said 
Israel had not objected to the 
trip. 

The Palestinians have 
achieved many of the symbols 
of sovereignty, including their 


own police. But Israel retains 
the right to protect Jewish set- 
tlements and conduct joint 
military patrols and maintains 
shared control over border 
crossings. 

The U.S. official said one 
purpose of the Jericho trip was 
to dramatise the fact that the 
Isracli-PLO accord was pro- 
ducing real change in the lives 
of Palestinians and they were 
assuming responsibility for 
their own affairs for the first 
time. 

But it was crucial for the 
Palestinians to set up gov- 
erning structures that worked 
and that satisfied aid donors, 
he said. 


Hariri ends strike but loses face 


(Continued from page 1) 


i “The rulers make the mis- 
takes and the people pay the 
price,” Rafik Khouri wrote in 
a front-page editorial in the 
Christian conservative news- 
paper Al Anwar. “Going back 
on a mistake is a virtue ... but 
(he important thing is that the 
Withdrawal be the last mis- 
take.” 

; Local mediators had worked 
but a compromise between Mr. 
Hariri, Mr. Hrawi and Mr. 
$erri before the prime minister 
went to Damascus. AU that 
was needed to end the crisis 
was to fold a way -for- Mr. 
Hariri to return to work with- 
out losing face. 

■ Beirut newspapers said the 


meeting with Mr. Assad pro- 
vided Mr. Hariri with a decent 
way out. They ruled out any 
major changes in the govern- 
ment for the time being but 
reported that a new cabinet 
could be formed in coming 
weeks. 

Mr. Hariri also had tele- 
phone conversations with Mr. 
Hrawi and Mr. Beni after re- 
turning from Damascus, the 
first direct contact with both 
leaders in a week, political 
sources said. 

Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Bern 
had demanded sweeping gov- 
ernment changes that could 
have weakened Mr. Hariri's 
control over the cabinet. 


tiaza centre still under Israeli control 


; (Continued from p age 1) 

four people who needed treat- 
ment for bullet wounds said 
Jbey had been in a taxi when 
4 the shooting started. 

■ The attack took place near 
•the settlement of Morag where 
She Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) claimed respon- 
sibility for seriously wounding 
an Israeli truck driver last 
Thursday. 

In Jericho, 30 armed Jewish 
settlers prayed at a synagogue 
■for the first time since Palesti- 
nian policemen were posted at 
the entrance. 

: “I didn't see any Arab 
'policemen. They don't exist, 
■said Rabbi Mordechai Rabino- 
.vich after filing past three 
Palestinians in olive-green uni- 
forms and carrying Kalash- 
nikov assault rifles. 

“I saw only our soldiers and 
-they alone protect us....” said 
•the rabbi, who runs the Jericho 
lYeshiva, or religious studies 
;centre. 

; The settlers too were armed. 

•most with Uzi machine pistols, 
las they entered the building. 
;eyes on the ground to avoid 
•acknowledging the Palestinians 
■who took control of their first 
.'autonomous enclave on Fn- 
;day. 

\> The poKcemen looked at the 

Jews’ army escort. Colonel 
.'Aviezer, who is in charge or 
■the area for Israel. 

'• “It’s authorised,” he told 
.‘one of the men who opened 
;the gates bearing the insenp- 
•tiou Shalom Ai Israel. _ _ 

1 Once inside, the rabbis dis- 
itiples took their seats on ben- 


ches and immediately started 
praying. 

Far-right Israeli deputy 
Hanan Porat of the National 
Religious Party accompanied 
the •settlers, as did another 
rabbi. Eliezer Wald man, who 
played a leading role in the 
Jewish occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Meanwhile a Palestinian 
militant group is ready to 
change its tactics in the Gaza 
Strip to avoid conflict there 
with the newly arrived Palesti- 
nian police force, its leader was 
quoted as saying on Sunday. 

Fatht Shuqaqi, general 
secretary of Islamic Jihad, said 

his group would work to bring 
down the PLO-Israel accord 
which offered only "ridicu- 
lous” powers to the self-rule 
authority. 

But in an interview with AI 
Quds newspaper, he said 
Jihad, a guerrilla group implac- 
ably opposed to Israel, was 
now rethinking its strategy and 
aimed to boost its presence as a 
political movement in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

•Islamic Jihad will make ev- 
ery effort to avoid a clash (with 
the Palestinian police) even if 
ii is forced to change its tactics 
in Gaza." Mr. Shuqaqi said. 
He did not go into details. 

His statements were the 
latest sign Palestinian hardlin- 
ers have been thrown off ba- 
lance by the self-rule agree- 
ment signed in Cairo earlier 
this month. Hamas has wel- 
’comed Palestinian police even 
while urging them to behave 
well (see page 1®)- 


6 more killed in South Africa 


(Continued from page 1) 

otthers from being sentenced 
to death at a “people’s court” 
at the Cato Crest settlement, 
near Durbana, the same day. 

The violence has broken a 
post-apartheid euphoria since 
a new blade majority govern- 
ment headed by ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela was sworn in 
following April 26-29 elec- 
tions. 

Police spokeswoman Cap- 
tain Janine Smith said police 
did not know who was to 
Marne for Friday’s massacre of 
12 male children and adults but 
feared more trouble could fol- 
low. 

The Tokoza massacre, the 
worst single act of violence 
since the poll, was condemned 


by the new power-sharing gov- 
ernment, whose president, Mr. 
Mandela, has pledged efforts 
to end the violence tearing 
South Africa apart. 

Other major political lead- 
ers, induding his rival INkatha 
leader Mangosuthu Butbelezi, 
have publkly urged peace and 
recondliation as democracy 
takes bold in a divided nation. 

The Tokoza killings of vic- 
tims, aged between 13 and 25, 
were a throwback to a style of 
massacres during the apartheid 
years which were blamed on 
"third force” agents, formerly 
of police and security services. 

Ten of the bodies were in an 
abandoned house in a “no-go 
area” of the divided township 
and two more were close to the 
building. 
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Yemen’s Baidh: Former 
Maoist is adept at change 


Reuters 


ADEN — Southern Yemeni 
leader Aii Salem Al Baidh is 
famed for chameleon-like 
political skills but must rely 
on the armed support of his 
disciplined followers in his 
bloody confrontation with 
President Ala Abdallah 
Saleh. 

The Maoist-turned- 
moderate has long been cal- 
led a “master of tactics" be- 
cause of an ability to shift 
between camps at the right 
moment in a volatile country 
riven with assassinations, 
coups and military conflict. 

But this month the Yemeni 
vice-president had to aban- 
don political gamesmanshi p 

He called on tbe support of 
popular miiiriat formed in the 
decades of Communist rule 
to repulse an armed assault 
by Mr. Saleh’s northern 
forces on his southern stron- 
ghold of Aden. 

Aden radio said tens of 
thousands, resentful at what 
they saw as a domineering 
north, had responded to the 
call. 

Mr. Baidb’s less numerous 
but better-trained troops 
were fighting a war for poli- 


Party (YSP), former 
i Yemen’s cold 


deal survival four years after 
he and Mr. Saleh united their 
countries in a marriage of 

COGVCTUCOCC. 

The southern leader is a 
star product of tbe Yemen 
Socialist Part] 

Marxist South 
war-era rulers. It ran the 
Arabian desert state ruthless- 
ly for over 20 years in dose 
affiance with the former 
Soviet Union. 

He rose steadily within the 
ranks of tbe YSP, becoming 
YSP leader after a January 
1986 inner party bloody con- 
flict which ousted President 
Ali Nasser Mohammad. 
More than 10,000 people 
were killed induding many 
senior party members. 

“He is very shrewd in tak- 
ing sides, choosing the right 
time and picking up the win- 
ning side in every party con- 
flict.” said one northern poli- 
tical figure. 

Once a Maoist in the late 
1960s and early 1970s, Mr. 
Baidh turned Marxist when 
the former Soviet Union 
started aiding South Yemen 
and wielding influence 
among its leaders. 

Mr. Baidh made another 
major shift in the late 1980s 


when democracy reforms be- 
gan toppling similar totalita- 
rian regimes. 

Mr. Baidh and fife-long 
friend and former South Ye- 
men President Haidar Abu 
Bakr Al Attas turned into 
staunch advocates of a united 
Yemen based on multi-party 
rule and free market eco- 
nomy. 

. Mr. Baidh saw the union as 
South Yemen’s way out of 
isolation after its Soviet ally 
began t q collapse and its 
Communist friends across 
East Europe lost power. 

“He has realised the true 
situation of tbe Yemen socie- 
ty. but only after a long and 
bitter experience,” said a 
prominent south Yemeni 
journalist. 

Unity was agreed in May 
1990 and tbe YSP and Mr. 
Saleh’s General People’s 
Congress (GPC) jointly ruled 
the country through a three- 
year transitional period that 
ended in April 1993 when the 
first multi-party general elec- 
tions were held. Tbe YSP 
won all seats in the south and 
gained several in the north. 

The Islamists, who came 
third in the election race, 
joined the GPC and the YSP 


in a coalition government. 

Bom into a prominent 
family in 1939 in Hadhramanc 
province in central South Ye- 
men, Mr. Baidh stud! ■ 
electrical engineering *: s 
Cairo after graduatin; ; 

Aden’s technical insti , 

He graduated in 19i 
returning to Aden to bee ‘ • 
defence minister in Novi 
ber 1967 in the first gove> 
ment after South Yem> 
achieved independent" ft 
Britain. 

He was sacked in r 

returned as foreign 
when tbe radical lei 
of the party toppled 
eminent in 1969. Sine *. . 

he held several mini. : 
portfolios. 

In 1980 he was sacked tr*.- 
tbe cabinet where he va, • 
deputy prime minister a W 
demoted from YSP cents -.il 
committee member to caivb- 
dare committee member 
violating the progress! 
family law which restrict®® 
bigamy. 

Mr. Baidh. with five sons 
from his first wife, married 
again in 1980 to Mulki 
Abdullah Hassan, then mem- 
ber of parliament and leader 
of the Yemeni Women’s Fed- 
eration. 


Gangs shooting it out in Bombay 


By Madhu Nainan 

Agence France Press? 

BOMBAY — The guns and 
knives are out as Bombay's 
ganglords battle for control 
of the lucrative drug and flesh 
trade in India's financial 
capital. 

There has been a rash of 
mob-related slayings as the 
three most powemil gangs 
settle old scores and fight 
over the flourishing smug- 
gling, protection and extor- 
tion rackets. 

In ODe widely reported in- 
cident, a gunman dressed as a 
lawyer whipped out a pistol 


from beneath his gown and 
shot and wounded the 
brother of alleged mafia don 
Amar Naik outside a Bom- 


bay courtroom. 

The authorities attribute 
the clashes to the decline of 
the man who was once the 
undisputed kingpin of the 
Bo mb ay underworld, 
Dawood Ibrahim, the sou of 
a policeman. 

Ibrahim reached the top of 
the local underworld more 
than a decade ago after a 
bloody gang war. Police ac- 
cuse him of running a vast 
criminal empire from his base 
in Dubai. 

Ibrahim's fortunes began 
to slide last year when the 
Bombay police fingered him 
as the mastermind behind the 
March 12, 1993 bombings 
here that left more than 300 
people dead. A warrant is out 


for his arrest. 

Ibrahim is accused of orga- 
nising the bombings in re- 
taliation for the anti-Muslim 
pogroms that rocked Bombay 
in December 1992 and Janu- 
ary 1993 following the des- 
truction of the Babri Mosque 
in the town of Ayodhya. 

The police cracked down 
on Ibrahim’s gold, silver and 
narcotics smuggling opera- 
tions and arrested several' 
members of his gang in con- 
nection with the March 1993 
bombings. Other members of 
his gang have been forced 
into hidmg. 

With Ibrahim’s eclipse, his 
Hindu rivals Amar Naik and 
Anin Gawli began to muscle 
in on his operations. But they 
quickly turned on each other. 


Gawli's men are suspected 
of carrying out the daring 
April 1$ shooting of Ashwin 
Naik. Amar NaiVs brother, 
outside a courtroom here. 
Ashwin Naik was seriously 
wounded and his brother has 
been in hiding since the 
attack. 

Two days later, suspected 
Naik gunmen opened fire on 
Shankarrao Jadhav, a leader 
of a powerful union of textile 
workers, at a busy traffic 
roundabout. 

Jadhav, who is believed to 
be close to the Gawli gang, 
escaped the attempt on ms 
life, which the authorities be- 
lieve was linked to an attempt 
by Bombay mobs to buy up 
land owned by textile mills 
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U.S. does not want declining dollar 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen said Sunday that a 
feeling that Washington was 
content to see the dollar drop 
in value was a “misrepresenta- 
tion.” 

“There was a raisinterpreta- 
tc«i that we wanted to see the 
go down," Mr. Bentsen 
tcU interviewer on “Wall 

Strr.r ournal Report” on 

CF-3 ' ^vision. 

rs ■ iid the Ginton adminis- 
ir^tica “saw no value in under- 
„ Lag the dollar../’. 


While the treasury secretary 
did not say outright that the 
administration opposed an in- 
crease in interest rates by the 
Federal Reserve (Fed), the na- 
tion's central bank, he told 
CBS it should be determined 
“by the market and underlying 
economic factors.” 

In answer to a question, be 
said that he felt short term 
interest rates would be upon 
one half per cent by the end of 
the year to four per cent. 

As for as the Federal Re- 
serve's two recent quarter- 


point rate increases, Mr. Bent- 
sen said: “We have reached 
the point where h seems we 
have reached a point where no 
good (economic) numbers go 


i Friday, Mr. Bentsen said 
he shared the Federal Reserve 
board's goal of promoting low- 
inflationary economic growth. 

"Let me just say that Alan 
Greenspan and I share the goal 
of steady, well-grounded, low 
inflationary growth,” Mr. 
Bentsen told the Business 
Council, a meeting of top busi- 


ness executives. 

"1 think that’s what we have, 
and the Fed is just being cau- 
tious to make certain it stays 
that way,” he added. 

Financial markets have been 
on edge, anticipating more 
interest-rate rises by the U.S. 
central bank. 

Mr. Bentsen acknowledged 
that long-term interest rates 
have moved up in the past few 
months. “But if s worm noting 
that wbafs behind rates is 
growth,” he said. 


Rabin calls on EU to open up its markets 


P e O — Israeli Prime 
: tzhak Rabin called 
iV opean Union (EU) 
to r. . i the Middle East 
peace cess by opening up its 
econo fry to Israel, a German 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Mi 1 . Rabin said in an inter- 
view with the Die Welt daily 
that EU trade barriers pre- 
vented Israeli firms from com- 


peting fairly. 

“Peace in the region must 
also provide economic advan- 
tages to Israel,” the Israeli 
premier said in the interview 
due to be published Monday. 
“We are not asking for mem- 
bership, but we cannot tolerate 
the discrimination by the EU.” 

Mr. Rabin said Israel ran a 
trade deficit with the EU. last 


year of $4.5 billion. 

In particular, he noted that 
Israeli firms bad little possibil- 
ity of bidding for EU govern- 
ment contracts while German 
and other European firms had 
complete access to pnblic 
orders in Israel. 

“We are not asking for pre- 
ferential treatment or Euro- 
pean support. We just insist on 


fair terms of trade in an open 
European market,” be said. 

“We cannot expect the 
Israeli people to pay the price 
of peace without being able to 
point at the same time to the 
prospect of a positive econo- 
mic development in regional 
cooperation with our Arab 
neighbours and international- 
ly,” he added. 


EIU: Sc Africa’s creditworthiness to improve 


LONDON (R) — South Afri- 
ca’s creditworthiness is likely 
to improve steadily over the 
next six to twelve months as a 
result of the successfully staged 
first multi-racial elections, the 
Economist Intelligence Unit 
(EIU) said Monday. 

In its latest country risk re- 


view, South Africa's overall 
rating is expected to move to 
the top of the “C” category 
where it will have Greece. 
Egypt and Uruguay for com- 
pany. 

Currently, South Africa is 
rated at the same level as 
India, Hungary and Saudi Ara- 


bia. 

“A great deal more still 
needs to be done... and it 
would be foolish to underesti- 
mate the magnitude of the 
tasks facing the new govern- 
ment,” said Andrew Astrow, 
the EIU’s senior economist for 
sub-Saharan Africa. “South 
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Africa’s future is bright, but 
the road ahead remains fraught 
with pitfalls.” 

In the EIU’s quarterly risk 
ratings, developing and inde- 
bted countries are rated from 
“A”, the lowest risk, to “E” 
the highest 

“The “A” category current- 
ly includes Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Spain while among 
the highest risk "E” category 
can be found Iraq, Yemen and 
Nicaragua. 

The EIU report says the 
South African elections form 
the basis for a viable and stable 
govenunent- 

“If a relatively peaceful 
multi-party political dispensa- 
tion can be established in the 
coming months,” the report 
says, “it is entirely possible 
that South Africa could be- 
come the first B-rated country 
in sub-Saharan Africa.” 

The EIU’s “B” category in- 
cludes Indonesia, Australia 
and China. 


G.M. to build 
cars in India 

NEW DELHI <R) — U.S. 
giant General Motors (G.M.) 
has announced plans to build 
cars in India in a $100 million 
joint venture with domestic 
producer Hindustan Motors. A 
joint statement said the plant 
would produce around 20,000 
Astra models of the same kind 
made by G.M. subsidiaries in 
Europe. It said production was 
planned to start in the third 
quarter of 1995 at an existing 
Hindustan i Motors plant at 
Halol, near the city of Vado- 
dara in the western state of 
Gujarat. The statement said 
the project would create 500 
jobs and total investment was 
expected to be around $100 
million. It gave no details of 
the division of equity. The 
joint venture aimed at produc- 
ing 70 per cent of the car’s 
parts in India within three 
years. 


AMP IT SAYS HERE THAT 
NO ONE HAS BEEN KNOWN 
TO HAVE BEEN STRUCK BY 
A FALUN 6 METEORITE.. 




ALTHOUGH A DOG U)AS 
KILLED IN EGYPT BY A 
METEORITE YEARS AGO.. 


WHAT DO THEY MEAN, 

"ALTHOUGH" A DOG? 
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Strife undermines Africa’s pursuit of reform 


NAIROBI (R) — Civil strife 
and social disorder are 
dampening prospects for the 
success of political and econo- 
mic reforms in Africa, a top 
Africa, a top African banker 
said. 

“Most countries in the Afri- 
can region are striving to re- 
form their political systems and 
economic policies," said 
Wondwossen Kebede, chair- 
man of the governors’ board of 
the Eastern Southern Africa 
Trade and Development Bank 
(PTA Bank) Saturday. 

“The reforms aim at equit- 
able investment growth and 
entrepreneurial development 
and rationalisation of banking 
systems asweDas other instru- 
ments deemed appropriate for 


enhanced economic growth,” 
Mr. Wondwossen, and Ethio- 
pian, told a meeting of the 
African Development Bank 
(AFDB) in Nairobi. 

Qvil strife in die region had ■ 
forced the 22-member PTA 
Bank to abandon construction 
of its $8.3 million headouarteis 
in Burundi's capital Bujum- 
bura and move its offices to 
Nairobi. 

Burundi’s coffee-based eco- 
nomy has been in ruins due to 
ethnic strife in the last seven 
months. Rwanda's economy, 
reliant on coffee, has 
ground to a halt after weeks of 
slaughter. 

Seven of the PTA’s mem- 
bers are affected by dvti war. 


such as Sndan, Djibouti and 
Angola, or the effects of years 
of strife that have left nations 
such as Somalia and Mozambi- 
que in ruins. 

Only the Indian Ocean is- 
lands of. Mauritius and 
Seychelles arc described as 
prosperous. Tanzania, Com- 
oros, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Madagascar, Uganda, Nami- 
bia, Swaziland, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe are regarded by 
bankers as stable. 

Elsewhere in Africa, social 
upheaval or bad policies have 
hampered economic reform 
efforts in Liberia and a recent 
border dispute between Came- 
roon and Nigeria poses a new 
threat to stability. 


Mr. Wondwossen -said such 
uncertainty was of grave coni* 
cere to African bankers. “W 
do not know when such crisbes 
will end, and it is worrying," 
he said. 

Officials said part of the 
PTA Bank mandate was to 
push interregional trade to 20- 
25 per cent of total trade by the 
year 2000, from a marginal six 
per cent now, and to help raise 
$50 milli on from donors to 
finance funding for PTA prog- 
rammes. 

They said that task remained 
huge in a PTA region of about 
200 million people, in which at 
least a dozen countries were 
classified as least developed 
countries (LDCS). 


Rents put the squeeze on Hong Kong tenants 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Chan the juice-seller feels he is 
having every last pip squeezed 
out or him by the crazy Hong 
Kong property market. 

He works from dawn until 
2.00 a.m. the next morning to 

E 36,015 Hong Koo° dollars 
620) a month for 10 square 
(0.9 sq. metres) in Cannon 
Street. He has just enough 
room to stand behind his tiny 
counter, named Yiu Hing 
Loong. 

Rents in the Causeway Bay 
district, where Mr. Chan 
labours to draw profit from 
coconuts, ltiwis, oranges, man- 
oes and melons, are already 
per cent higher than in 
Tokyo and are the highest in 
the world, according to real- 
estate valuers. 

Mr. Chan and his three staff 
need to press around 15,000 
oranges a month to keep the 
landlord happy. 

His story is not unusual 
though. Another small 
businessman in the Wanchai 
district is said to pay 40,000 
dollars for an eight-square-foot 
(0.8-sq-metre) patch. 

Planeloads of new expatri- 
ates arrive each week to find 
apartment rents have doubled 
in 18 months. An average 
1,200 sq. feet (108-sq. -metre) 
flat now goes for 45,000 dollars 


($5,8001 a month. The Richard 
Ellis company expects rents to 
rise another 20 per cent in 
1994. 

Buying a bouse in the exclu- 
sive Peak district on Hong 
Kong island is like climbing a 
financial Everest. Last week, 
51 Plantation Road was sold 
for 267 million Hong Kong 
'dollars ($34.25 million ). 

The 14,000 dollars per 
square foot paid by an un- 
named development company 
was about twice the cost of a 
view over New York's Central 
Park from the Trump Tower. 

And the two-storey house, 
formerly used by a Shell ofl 
company executive, is to be 
demolished. The conr 
plans to put up five 70-mii 
dollar town houses on the 
40,000 sq. feet (3,600-sq.- 
metre) site, which in any case 
is shrouded in cloud for much 
of the year. 

There is no shortage of peo- 
le willing to pay the world's 
ighest rents or stump up a 
fortune to own a house or 
apartment on the island. 

But the wild 'Hong Kong 
property market is causing 
concern. Governor Chris Pat- 
ten has promised a special 

E ackage to dampen down over- 
eaten prices next month. 
Since he promised action in 


ompany 

-million- 


E! 


Ivory Coast hikes utility 
charges after devaluation 


ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory Coast, 
which before devaluation had__ 
some of the highest utility 
charges in the world, raised 
water and electricity tariffs at 
the weekend. 

Government ministers, 
blaming last January’s 50 per 
cent devaluation of the CFA. 
franc, announced the measures 
on national television Saturday 
night and said tariffs would rise 
an average 15 per cent for 
water and 19 per cent for elec- 
tricity. 

They said low-income 
households — the majority of 
consumers — would not be 
affected. The increases would 
mainly concern big domestic 
consumers and industry, they 
said, adding that the new 
tariffs were lower than in most 
of the other 12 members of the 
CFA franc zone. 


Under existing rates, owners 
Of homes with sw immin g pools 
can easily pay 250,000 CFA 
per month ($400) for electricity 
but Ivorians living in snail 
homes or fiats pay 3,500 CFA 
($ 6 ). 

France’s development agen- 
cy. the Caisse Francaise de 
Developpement, said last week 
inflation in Ivory Coast since 
January was “about 25 per 
cent" — less than feared. 

Inflation for the rich and 
expatriates is considerably 
higher because they are more 
dependent on imported goods 
and services. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Daniel Kablan Dun- 
can, which is seeking to restrict 
salary increases this year to an 
average 10 per cent, has been 
shy of announcing regular and 
annualised inflation statistics. 


THE BETTER HALF* By Glasbergen 



“You told me to act like we’re still 
dating. So I quit my job and I’m 
moving back with my parents!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

. by Hanrl Arnold and Mika Argtrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtes. 
one toner to each square, to ferm 
lour ordinary words. 


You eat more man you pfcfc 


LULET 




j 


ALAFT 


E 


FREEHI 


□ 

lUZ 

Y s 





QUAPEL 



L 



WHAT TVe APPLE 
PICKER THOUGHT 
H& JOB WA-5*. 


Now arrange toe aided letters to 
term toe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. 


.•■“cxxrn-axn’ 

Saturday's | 


LOWLY 


Jumbtes irate 
A nswer What the tosi 
BLEW HIS ST, 


(Answers tomorrow) 
INTAKE ABACUS 
efid — 


March, prices to buy new 
apartments have tumbled 10 
per cent, leaving many proper- 
ty owners in a nervous sweat, 
as bricks and mortar are a 
cornerstone of wealth in Hong 
Kong. So far, rentals have 
shown no sign of following the 
•downward path. 

Banks have restricted money 
for housing loans, and the gov- 
ernment is to put new land on 
the market to ease shortages. 
Virginia Wai, a director for 
Vieers estate agents, said S] 
culators are now “scrambl 
to find buyers.” 

Another senior manager for 
a large real estate agents said 
Chinese owners were panick- 
ing. “They want to make pro- 
fits while they can before 1997. 
They are scared.” 

She said a major event — 
Such as tire United States re- 
fusing to renew China’s most- 
favoured-nation trading status 
— could spark a full-scale 
property collapse because of 
the repercussions for Hong 
Kong businesses. 


“On the other hand, if the ■ 
Chinese win MFN again it will 
give another huge boost to 
prices, especially rents, " she - 
pointed out. 

Mr. Patten admits that hous- 
ing is the biggest concern for 
everyone in foe territory. So 
much of Hong Kong's wealth is . 
at stake that Mr. Patten’s mea- 
sures for the frantic property 
market will be watched as 
closely as his dealings with 
C hina over democracy. 

“I think everyone recognises 
that while we want to damp 
down the market we don’t want 
to do anything which under- 
mines the fundamentals of the 
property market,” he said dur- 
ing a tour of a housing estate. 

“So it is a difficult balance to 
strike but one which we are 
determined to get right," the 
governor explained, deeply 
aware that he is under the 
microscope. 

If he falls, Mr. Patten — just 
tike juice-seller Chan — will 
likely find a new squeeze oa his 
fragile position. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 16, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll (Tighter Foundation 

benefits from relationships you 
now have. Forget that easy chair 
and be more active and happy 
with some physical activity. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A good day to come to a 
better understanding with family 
members. Plan how to show gra- 
titude and increase harmony in 
your everyday fife. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The early morning brings all 
sorts of problems with new in- 
terests and individuals that bold 
you back from making the gains 
and progress you desire but the 
evening opens up a positive cycle 
for your benefit. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take time for mediation early in 
the day and adopt the right phi- 
losophy for the future. Make this 
a worthwhile day for you and 
loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Study your relationship with 
friends and know where they fit 
best in your future plans. Ouch 
up on your rest today and be 
fresh tomorrow. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Seek the company of influential 
persons who can be helpful in 
farthering your career. Devote 
evening to your loved ones and 
have more harmony. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan how to advance 
until the assistance of important 
and clever individuals you know. 
Strive for happiness in your ev- 
eryday life. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
good time to make plans that 
could give you more abtindanoe 
in the days ahead. Don't be 
taken in by doubtful persons who 
could be trouble. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Plan how to gain more 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Arrange to be 
with friends you truly like for the 
recreation you desire. Plan the 
week ahead so that it becomes 
more productive. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make plans to 
improve your status in your tine 
of endeavour. Take mate oat 
tonight to charming places which 
you both uni] enjoy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A good day to 
study whatever is spiritual and 
educational. Visit friends and re- 
latives and express happiness to 
those who are very dose to you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to' 
February 19) Study new methods 
and ideas that can brim you 
greater income in the future. 
Make needed repairs to your 
property and make it in great 
shape. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make the right arrangements 
for gaining personal aims. The 
evening is best for being with 
persons you truly enjoy the com- 
pany of. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Eugene Puffonberger 


ACROSS 
1 Analgesic or 
bflrtjrturafB 
5 AOrctt 
9 Speech 
affectation 

13 Columbus’ ship 

14 Actor Flynn 

16 To shelter 

17 Arab headband 
cord 

18 " — man with 
seven wives' 1 

18 Japanese 
partamsnt 
20 Avocado 

23 Eternity 

24 Martini tom 

25 Texas Christian 
. athlete 

30 Troy. NY sch. 

33 Convex 
moldings 

34 Vatoy 

35 Sound ot pain 
37 Wing 

39 Tito 

40 Safecrackers 

41 Sent Wanes 

42 Cake decorator 

44 Fat 

45 Draft arg. 

48 Poisonous 

snake 

'49 SoetaSte. briefly 

50 Czanst Russian 
village 

51 African plover 

58 Beseech 

59 Queues 

60 Lima root 

62 Hold sway 

63 Succinct 

84 Scarlett's home 

65 Bowies 

66 Drunkards 

67 Send forth with 
vigor 

DOWN 

1 HeretSty 
determinant 

2 Latvian city 

3 Single 

4 Batames 

5 Condescended 

6 Ms Bombeck 



Oim Tram Um s« nw. me. 
m H*m Hnanaa 


7 Guitar item 

8 ‘'The Wizard of 
Oz" dog 

9 Burdened 

10 Hip banes 

11 Nostradamus 

12 Pamper 

15 Skwrty.m music 

21 Charged pamefe 

22 — bank 
*55 Baseball's 

Wagner 

26 Birds ot a given 
region 

27 Geena or Ossie 

28 Termra doubles 
star, Ken 

29 Juniper of um 
B ible 

3C RapscaBion 

31 Beeper 

32 V.M.l. word: 
abbr. 

33 Touches 
36 Limits 

38 MedKarranean 
sailing ship 


Yesterday's Prgria Soh 


gnnn n^nnn nnmn 
agnnuBDDBn uann 
nanaanDB RnraiuRn 
nnn odhob 
R unnan nnnnnnnE 
Rtinnn rgnunn nnp 
Gfinn rconuQ nnnri 
nun nnnnn nnncic 

^ nnnnu nun 

gnon nniinRfiiRnnni 
Rung rannnn rmnv 


IDIAI 




*3 Egyptian king 

47 Toolbox item 

48 Bra or ste. 

49 Senior man 

51 Gist ar 

52 Breathing sound 58 In to 

53 — trae 61 Stan 


54 Set of 
boxer 

55 For fa 

56 Harva 

57 Foarfi 
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7 ?j-rzlgn Exchange Market Summary 
(May 9-May 13, 1994) 

Tut: dn?b: rcn'c sharply against the yen and slightly against the 
re-tK at the end of tattwcck. It ended 2.45 per cent higher 
the yen and 0.4S per cent higher against the mark, 
id cart while, it depreciated slightly against sterling. 

ine U S. unit retreated against major European currencies 
Monday, while rising modestly against the yen. It retreated 
r -fie Fed failed to tighten its monetary policy, as was 
c::p*c:>:d earlier, especially after the release of the V.S. 
Non-r. Tx Payroll Repon showing a stunning rise in April at 
the cr.d of the previous week. Market participants continued 
co await a probable increase in the Discount Rate during the 
Federal Open Market Committee meeting on May 17. 

Cn -he other hand, the Clinton administration expressed 
hrp.-; ir. finding a solution to resume trade talks with Japan 
before the next G-7 meeting in July. Meanwhile, the chief 
i-'.S- trade representative said that his administration might 
seek r^ier native ways to redress the U.S. trade imbalance with 
Jjpar,. if uadc talks did not achieve their intended objectives. 

Tr.e dollar rose sharply against other major currencies 
Tuesday, however, in view of a rise in U.S. bond prices. Bond 
prices rose on rumoms that a number of central banks bought 
a substantial amount of U.S. Treasury securities. The dollar 
also appreciated on expectations that the Fed and the 
Bundesbank might coordinate their monetary policies, such 
this the first would tighten while the later eased. 

The expectations were underscored by a decline of 0.06 per 
cent in the German Repurchase Agreement Rate to become 
5.35 per cent. 

The G.S. unit witnessed^. re lapse Wednesday, however, on 
a decline in U.S. bond prices; Bond prices retreated in view of 
!c*v demand for the latest Treasury auction. The dollar lost 
ground despite a 0.50 per cent reduction in both the German 
Discount and Lombard rates, engineered by the Bundesbank. 
La become 4.50 per cent and 6.0 per cent respectively. 

I: retreated after the Fed failed to tighten its monetary 
policy, in a coordinated effort with the Bundesbank, as was 
previously expected. 

The dollar rose against the yen during trading hours, after 
• >. : U.S. i reasury Secretary declared that it was a misconcep- 
iii r. that the U.S. wanted a weak dollar. But, the dollar 
retreated later against the yen. after the positive effect of the 
Treasury Secretary's comments waned. 

The dollar continued its retreat against major European 
currep/.L-s Thursday, while remaining stable against the yen. 
P.-.'po: ts indies ted that the dollar rose during trading hours, on 
2 rise in L’.S. stock and bond prices. Stock and bond prices 
rose jitcr the release of U.S. Producer Price and Retail Sales 
data showing inflation under control. 

The U.S. unit rose against the mark and yen Friday, while 
^abriisinE* against sterling. It rose against the yen after the 
U.S. iraue representative said that his administration and 
Japan had agreed to discuss resuming their trade talks, which 
was hoped to take place before the next meeting of G-7 
ofvlcjals. Meanwhile, the U.S. Consumer Price Index showed 
a rise of G.l per cent in April, indicating moderate inflation, 
which led to expectations of a rise of 0.25 per cent, instead of a 
0 50 per cent, in the Federal Funds Rate, to be effected after 
the Federal Open Market Committee meets on Tuesday 
17/S.'1994. 

"The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.6705 marks and 
yen, while sterling ended it at SI .4990. 
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War set to worsen Yemen’s economic problems 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Ye- 
men faces a bleak future with 
the civil war set to aggravate its 
already severe economic diffi- 
culties. diplomats said Satur- 
day. 

The civil war broke out at a 
time when the country was 
already grappling with large 
debt and persistent deficits in 
its budget and balance of pay- 
ments, one diplomat said. 

‘•War in a country already 
suffering from severe econo- 
mic problems is a disaster. It 
will only sap its limited re- 
sources and this will make it 
unable to stand again on its 
feet for a long time," a Gulf- 
based diplomat said. 

Large-scale funds will be 


needed for post-war recon- 
struction and although yemen 
produces some oil, there is no 
sign that oil prices will improve 
in the near future. 

Yemen produces around 
335,000 barrels per day (b/d), 
including nearly 195, 000 b/d 
from Mareb in the north, but 
one third of output is con- 
sumed locally. 

Since former North and 
South Yemen were merged in 
May 1990, Yemeni authorities 
have reported a large increase 
in oil production and reserves 
due to major discoveries in 
both areas. 

They pledged to use the oil 
wealth to finance domestic de- 


velopment and bring prosper- 
ity to one of the world’s 
poorest nations. 

Bui such dreams have not 
materialised and the economy 
took a downturn when Guff 
countries suspended their aid 
following Yemen’s perceived 
backing of the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Some 700,000 Yemenis, who 
had constituted a major source 
of hard currency for their 
country, were also expelled 
from Saudi Arabia during the 
Gulf crisis, pushing unemploy- 
ment up to 36 per cent. 

There have also been allega- 
tions that not all the oil re- 
venues were finding their way 
into the state coffers. 


A United Nations study has 
drawn a bleak picture of Ye- 
men's economy saying debt has 
reached serious levels, deficits 
persist, unemployment is rising 
and the fanning and industrial 
sector arc running low. 

The study by the economic 
and Social Commission for 
West Asia (ESCWA) esti- 
mated Yemen’s debt at be- 
tween 57 to $9 billion and the 
budget deficit at about S800 
million in 1993, nearly 83 per 
cent of revenues. 

J 

“The Gulf war and its con- 
sequences dealt another blow 
to Yemen, inflicting losses of 
more than $2 billion and caus- 
ing the return of over 700,000 


Yemenis,” said the study, pub- 
lished Saturday by the United 
Arab Emirates semi-offiriaJ 
newspaper A1 Irtihad. 

“This put another burden on 
the economy. Unemployment 
rose and remittances from ex- 
patriates abroad sharply de- 
clined, depriving Yemen of 
one of its main income sources 
which had helped it finance 
imports and development,” it 
added. 

' With the population pro- 
jected to grow from 12 million 
to 16 million in 2000, Yemen 
needs to boost revenues by up 
to 16 per cent annually to stop 
a deterioration in living stan- 
dards, the report said. 

While to improve living stan- 


dards, revenues needed to 
grow by between 21.8 and 26 
per cent annually, it added. 

It said die budget deficit had 
persisted because Yemen had 
failed to control spending 
while excessive banknotes 
issue sharply boosted prices 
and depressed the purchasing 
power of the national curren- 
cy, the riyal. 

Another study by the Arab 
League showed' Yemen's debt 
servicing exceeded $100 mil- 
lion in 1992 while its balance of 
payments suffered from a de- 
ficit of $664 million. 

A decline in oil prices wide- 
ned its trade balance gap to 
$1.59 billion in 1992 from Si. 2 
billion in 1991. 


Arabs argue tax will not protect environment 

inrfuctrinl i*nnflrniK TKic will 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
suites, in angry reaction to oil 
tax proposals by industrial 
countries, argued Sunday ihat 
theiaxeswould not help to pro- 
tea the environment. 

Instead, they said, industrial 
countries should switch their 
attention to transferring anti- 
pollution technology tu de- 
veloping nations. 

In a study on the so-called 
carbon tax. the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC) warned 
the measure could have 
counter-productive results. 

The study, obtained here, 
coincided with a call from 
Qatari Oil Minister Abdullah 
Al Attiyya for retaliatory 
tariffs on imports from the 
European Union and other 
countries which enforce the 
tax. 

“It is a sort of revenue tax 
disguised in scientific names," 
Mr. Attiyya told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) semi- 
official newspaper Al Ittihad. 
“I do not mind dealing on a 
reciprocal basis with products 
coming to us from the indust- 
rial countries which impose the 
carbon tax.” 

Mr. Attiyya cited OPEC as 
saying the tax, to start with $3 
per barrel and rise to $10 by 
the year 2000, would depress 
demand for OPEC oil by 1-9 
million barrels per day (b/d) in 
2000, and 2.5 million in 2010. 

It was the latest in a series of 


attacks from oil-producers on 
the tax, which the EU says is 
designed to protea the en- 
vironment by containing the 
emission of carbon dioxide, 
blamed for global warming. 

But oil-producers sec the tax 
as just an additional source of 
revenue to tackle budget de- 
ficits in industrial nations. 

The most bitter criticism has 
come from Gulf and other 
Arab producers as they hold 
more than 60 per cent of the 
world’s crude, and oil sales 


account for the bulk of their 
exports. 

“Imposing the carbon tax 
will not necessarily achieve its 
stated objective of reducing 
the emission of carbon diox- 
ide," said the Cairo-based 
OAPEC, which produces more 
than 25 per cent of the total 
world crude output. 

“It will only adversely affect 
world economic growth, de- 
press the earnings of oil- 
producing states and push up 
prices of goods exported by 


industrial countries. This will 
boost cash outflow from de- 
veloping nations,” it pointed 
out. 

OAPEC, which groups 
Saudi Arabia with nine other 
key Arab oil-producers, said 
oil* was already heavily taxed in 
the Organisation of Economic 
Cooperateion and Develop- 
ment and was fetching large 
funds for its governments. 


New In The Jordanian Ghor 
South Shouneh 

GRANADA Restaurant 

Oriental & Weston Food 

Really interesting place. 

We invite you to visit it once and you will be impressed. 

Tel. 05-571495 


Hotel Inter-Continental 
Jordan awards winners of 
the “Win a Holiday 
Programme” 

AMMAN — On May 14th, 1994, Mr. Chawki Ayoub, 
Genera] Manager of Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan hosted a 
cocktail reception to honour the winners of “The Win a 
Holiday Programme.” 

The reception was attended by Mr. Mahmoud J. Balqaz, 
president of Royal Jordanian and Vice-President Akel Btdtaji. 

The "Win a Holiday Programme” is another successful 
promotion organised by Hotel Inter-Continental Jordan in 
cooperation with Royal Jordanian. It awards clients who book 
more rooms at the hotel. 

Twenry major companies in Jordan were awarded various 
prizes including trips to different destinations around the 
world as well as accommodation at Inter-Continental Hotels. 

Mr. Munther Twal, director of sales at Hotel Inter- 
Continental Jordan said: "The programme proved to be very 
popular with our clients and will be reactivated very soon with 
additional benefits.” 


ltccCott*M 4 , 

We eongrafulafe all winners in the Jerdan International Rally especially: 

ErnIe And Karen GraIiam 

Winners of ” Formula 2 " 2wd Catogory in a 

PEUGEOT 309 GTI 16 Valves. | 

HANAdy SaIIoum And Rita Za'rour 

Winners of The Ladyies Cup in 4 

PEUGEOT 206 GTI gfeJS 

The United Automobiles Trading Co. ^1 

Sole Distributors for Automobiles Peugeot 

PCUCCOT King Hussein Street - AbdaJi - 66573 1 


mmm 




SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACIUNG. AM FREKJH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-W 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AM>N KAMARASONS 

604676 &Q4696 ^ 
P O BO* 7B06 


La vie beauty 
center 

for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing flail Care 

.Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cosmedee 


fern and aubry 


Reservation & Information 

UmUthainah- Tel.: 661217 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a , 
Kitchenette In every roomJ 
“Satellite T.V. Retmption” 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 




Amman - Tel. 607193 

P O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238B8 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupUSAW 

Tel =698 131 
Fox;673 312 

/ CHEW'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartnque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3*30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Hall / 


RESTAURANT 


Real Cliinc.M? Cuisine 
anil Grail Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


.K4MJYU2E 

SfiQRlS PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always I J.D. Each 


.SweMyeh. 

816690 

rfe 

V-^^FIat .O.Tel 
' Serviced Su3es> In 
Grand Hotel Style I ' 




Cafe' 

Hamburgeist Pizzas 

mcm e 


THE 

ADiOSfflERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9Jfl PJA to WO AJL 
Tuesday dosed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 61777? 
Middle East Hotel - Shmcuaw 




We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V., W.M. Ref., Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video, Fax. Pianos 

^ DUTY FREE ^ 



Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O.BOX 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest I 



The first A belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

iStO'C £ J3t& Amman near 
Afihyyah Girts School 

Taka away I* MnOaUa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


trr 

ivnU'CC^iS-sTAl 



; @ Supe'iior Hutel Services for Lu iftkil ; 

i Businessmen & Families & its 

i NeGrEsCo BaR Jk ■ 

! ■ @ Good Drinks & 1 

i; Excel lent Snacks 

©Open Noons J 

& Evenings 



SOLK LMM l T'HAINA 
AMMAN TKL. S159K7 


TheHektIn 
Indi an Cuisine. 


Bukfiam 


Ori s Fok Lt M'H X 
For r**ervationj cill 641361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sh* 30% larger 

* Free e»/argt- 
asflt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 


DebnVBas and Apartments 

in Amman . 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 


r # ■* 

SZECHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skffled Chinese Chefs 

| OpallJB-JJSA&W-lUagts^ 

Take away is available 

Stef At Arab Street 
Lkn UMnah Commamat Canto 

Tel.: 861174 

LCiitt lasted Always uued. 


Household 
Appliances For 
Even Home 


VacwiK* Cleaners, Washing 
Machines. Refrigerators. Freezers. 
Dish Washers. Water Purifiers... 
a choice t if 

Duty Paid /Duty Free 

Phone 604671 

S3 Electrolux 



Club flestouroiK 
- SUi(i')l) . StSn.V 

AVIS 


We try harder. 



R 699-420 ! 


You Know 

Our Pbaas&Sandwiches 
Now Tnf 77 k: 

§ Italian Pasta 

Tftjtiaxo Way 

Spaghetti 

Penoe 

JVffr — £A7 FcBucdne 

IV Prepared io you ttom tnxti 

' mondam c—- 

totuatw jr 
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Rwanda troops attack rebels in capital 


NAIROBI (R) — Rwandan 
government forces launched 
attacks against rebel positions 
: around Kigali early Sunday, 
**' blitzing the capital with mortar 
barrages and small arms fire, 
‘ residents said. 

* Rebels of the Rwanda Pat- 

* riotic Front (RPF) counter- 
- attacked from hilltop positions 

surrounding the city and 
' appear to have halted enemy 
advances near the airport to 
the east, and around the dis- 
_ tricts of Reubero and Kkukuro, 
the residents said. 

“There is heavy fighting 
going on right now and I can 
•V hear small arms fire and mor- 
'• tar explosions," one resident 
told Reuters by phone from 
the embattled city. 

The United Nations Assist- 
“ ance Mission In Rwanda (UN- 
‘ AMIR) said it had turned an 
aircraft heading for the airport 
back due to die fighting but 

hoped a second flight would be 
able to land later in the day. 

Kigali was calm Saturday, 
but fighting has generally been 
heavy in the city for the past 
week since RPF forces moved 


closer to the key Kanombe 
government army barracks 
east of the airport runway. 

The mainly Tutsi rebels have 
seized control of half the tiny 
country since launching an 
offensive after President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was kil- 
led in a rocket attack on his 
plane on April 6, sparking 
mass killings of Tutsis and 
opposition Hutus. 

Aid workers now estimate 
500,000 people have been lol- 
led, mostly the victims of radic- 
al Hutu death squads rather 
than casualties from the fight- 
ing between rebels and govern- 
ment forces. 

Residents said government 
forces had been using civilians 
to dig trenches around the 
Kanombe complex, exposed to 
rebel artillery from Gasogi Hill 
to the north, evidently prepar- 
ing for a ground assault by the 
RPF. 

Government forces have 
been hit hard by the lack of 
supplies such as feel rebels cut 
major roads to die east and 
north of the country in the last 


month. 

But travellers to eastern 
Zaire said the government was 
flying fresh weapons supplies 
into the town of Goma and 
bringing these into die north- 
western Rwanda town of 
Gisenyi. 

The U.N. reported heavy 
fighting taking place near the 
northern government-held gar- 
rison town of Rohengeri and 
around Bugesera in the south. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
which is expected to vote on 
sending a new peacekeeping 
force to Rwanda Tuesday, is 
also set to order an aims 
embargo on the warring par- 
ties. 

While die U.N. has reached 
broad agreement on sending 
about 5.500 African troops, 
members still have to sort out a 
disagreement in which the 
U.S. wants troops to be de- 
ployed in border areas whereas 
die U.N. says they should se- 
cure Kigali airport first. 

Some 450 UN AMIR person- 
nel on the ground in Kigali 
have been in great peril — a 


Ghanaian peacekeeper was kil- 
led by a mortar explosion last 
week — but Executive Direc- 
tor of the operation Abdul 
Kabia said: “We've been here 
this long and I think we can 
endure the limitations and dan- 
gers a few days more." 

Mr. Kabia predicted an ini- 
tial battalion of Ghanaian 
troops — deployment of the 
force is expected to take place 
in phases — could quickly se- 
cure the airport because both 
warring sides had agreed in 
principle to hand over the facil- 
ity. 

He added that UN AMIR 
commander Major-General 
Romeo Dallaire was still trying 
to get RPF military chief 
Major-General Paul Kagame 
and army Chief of Staff Major- 
General Augustin Bizimungu 
to agree to a ceasefire before 
any foreign troops arrived. 

r< This is not an intervention 
force to stop the war. We still 
want to rely on diplomatic 
efforts to stop the fighting but 
there are things we can do even 
if it goes on." Mr. Kabia said. 


Blast kills soldier at N. Ireland post 


BELFAST (R) — A soldier 
was fatally wounded by an 
explosion at a British army 
checkpoint in a Northern Ire- 
land village late Saturday, 
police said. 

A spokesman said the blast 
occurred shortly before mid- 
night at the vehicle checkpoint 
near a police station in the 
village of Keady. south-west of 
Belfast near the border with 
the Irish Republic. 

He said the soldier was badly 
wounded and died soon after- 


wards, the first army death in 
the province this year. The 
cause of the explosion was not 
known. 

Another man also on duty at 
the post was unhurt but re- 
ceived treatment for shock. 

Reporting from the pro- 
vince. a BBC Radio correspon- 
dent said several families who 
lived nearby were moved out 
of their homes after the inci- 
dent and security forces would 
conduct a security operation in 


the area on Sunday morning. 

The death brought to 26 the 
number of people killed this 
year in violence in Northern 
Ireland. 

The outlawed Irish Republi- 
can Army, which draws its 
support from a section of 
Northern Ireland's 40 per cent 
Roman Catholic community, is 
fighting to end British rule in 
the province. It faces resist- 
ance from Protestant guer- 
rillas. 


Clinton 
appeals 
against 
violence 

INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Pres- 
_ ident Bill Clinton, recalling 
dv3 rights leaders Robert Ken- 
nedy, Reverend Martin Luther 
4 King and Nelson Mandela, 
worried Saturday about a 

* fortress-like “freedom of the 
'90s” in the United States. 

In his weekly radio address, 
' delivered from Mount Helm 
Missionary Baptist Church, 

■ near where Mr. Kennedy 
mmounccd the assassination erf 
Rev. King in April 1968, Mr. 
CEnton told of a Washington 

*D.C. bousing project who 
-banded together to keep drag 
dealers and gangs our with 
guards and a fence. 

One resident called the soto- 
•lion “the freedom of the ’90s,” 
.Mr. C li n ton said. 

While Mr. Gmton said he 

■ applauded the residents’ refus- 
al to be tyrannised, he added, 
“I wonder what it says about 
our country and our democra- 
cy when freedom has come to 
mean that we barricade onr 
children from the outside 
world in order to protect them 
from harm, that we install 
floodlights and foot patrols in 
the backyards of our homes to 
feel secure. 

- “That isn’t the kind of free- 
» dom our forefathers conceived 
of 200 years ago not the land of 
! freedom that Martin Luther 
; King and Bobby Kennedy gave 
■ their lives for not the kind of 
freedom Nelson Mandela 
; dreams of in a land newly 
introduced to democracy and 

• looking to us for support," be 


Noting the upcoming 
anniversaries of the D-Day 
allied invasion of Normandy 
and the Supreme Court’s land- 
mark civil rights decision 
Brown versus Board of Educa- 
tion which opened the way to 
desegregating schools, Mr. 
Clinton urged Americans to 
“find within ourselves the 
courage to overcome old arri- 
mortties that get in freedom’s 
way.” 

After the address, Mr. Clin- 
ton attended a ground- 
breaking ceremony near the 
church for a memorial to Mr. 
Kennedy and Rev. King. Some 
of the material in the memorial 
will be provided by mefted- 
down guns surrendered in a 
programme sponsored by the 
faKfiana Pacers pro basketball 
team. 

Rev. King’s sons, Dexter 
and Martin Luther King HI, 
attended the ceremony, along 
with Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy, Ethel Kennedy, Irish 
Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds and Ireland’s ambas- 
sacMJr to the United States Der- 
mot Gallagher. 

Mr. Clinton later addressed 
a Democratic Party fundraising 
luncheon where be decried the 
“shrill, uncivil, diversionary 
rhetoric” that he said too often 
characterises the national poli- 
tical debate. 

He said it was especially 
evident in the bitter con- 
troversies over health care re- 
form and banning assault 
weapons 


Taiwan continues China 
boycott, urges new talk 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan said it 
would maintain its boycott on 
group tours to C hina after its 
fence-mending >eam faded to 
clarify doubts about the boat 
fire that killed 24 Taiwanese 
tourists there. 

Yen Chin-Feng, vice chair- 
man of the cabinet’s Main- 
land Affair s Council (MAC) 
which formulates policies to- 
ward China, told reporters a 
boycott on fWna toms and a 
suspension of trilateral ex- 
changes would c ontin ue after 
the return of the fact-finding 
delegation. 

Taiwan also repeated its re- 
quest to lurid a new round of 
talks with Beijing on safety far 
travelle rs. 

The delegation, co mp risi n g 
forensic experts, retired police 
officers and relatives of 
Taiwanese victims, e nd e d a 
one-week visit in Puna Satur- 
day. It said it did not get 
answers to more than 200 ques- 
tions about the March 31 
deaths of toe 24 Taiwanese on 
a pleasure boat on Qiandao 
Lake in China’s coastal Zhe- 
jiang province. 

“We were not there to hand- 
le the case, but neither were 
we with our eyes dosed, listen- 
ing to what mainland China 
claimed as the truth,” delega- 
tion bead Shi Hwei-Yaw trrid 


reporters when the group re- 
turned to Taipei Saturday 

ni gh t 

“It’s ap parent that the main- 
land Spent great m an pn a w r 
and materials on the reception 
and arrangements while we 
were there, but in fact there 
were stffl concealments and 
arbitrariness in the handling 
(of toe case) ” said Mr. Shi, 
deputy secretary-general of 
Taiwan’s negotiation body 
Straits Exchange Foundation 
(SEF). 

The deaths have pushed de- 
licate relations bet we e n the 
two sides, rivals since the 
Oririese dvil war ended in 
1949, to the lowest ebb since 
tensons began to ease in the 
last 1980s. 

China arrested three men for 
the arson attack and a fourth as 
an a cco mp li c e but Taiwan re- 
mams skeptical of the probe as 
its inteffieence reports say a 
^oup of Chinese soldiers were 
involved in the attack. China 
has demed the allegations. 

“We hope to heal the 
wounds and stop toe pain... 
but daring the vhit, we still 
found doubts and we hope the 
mainland will face those m*- 
doubts raised by the 
F delegation and farther in- 
vestigate into toe case,” said 
Mr. Yeh. 


Senator: Crucial part of 
Clinton health reform dead 


WILLIAMSBURG, Va (R) — A 
key Republican senator said 
Saturday that a crucial part of 
President Bill Clinton’s health 
reform plan requiring em- 
ployers to pay roost of then- 
workers’ health insurance will 
not pass Congress. 

“I support mandates, but I 
am afraid the mandate is 
dead,” Senator Bob Pack- 
wood, an Oregon Republican, 
told reporters. 

President Cfinton had 
osed the so-called 
m an d a te as a way to provide 
health care benefits for the 39 
miliion Americans who lack 
insurance. 

Mr. Cfinton proposed that 
employers pay 80 per emit of 
toe cost while workers pay the 
rest. Mr. Cfinton threatened to 
veto any legislation that does 
not guarantee health benefits 
to all Americans. 

Bat toe mandate issue has 
run into stiff opposition from 
small business, and members 
of the National Federation of 
Independent Business have, 
been lobbying lawmakers hard 
against the proposed mandate. 

Some lawmakers have sug- 
gested requiring individuals to 
buy health insurance, but Sen. 
Packwood said that idea did 
not have enough support in 
Congress to be enacted either. 

Congress is now drafting its 
version of Mr. Clinton's health 
care reform plan. Ail sides 
acknowledge that support from 
Republicans is essential in the 
Senate where they have 
enough votes to block any plan 
they do not like. 

Republicans have been 
strongly opposed to elements 
of Mr. Clinton’s plan, includ- 
ing employer mandates, and 


their views are likely to be 
re fl ecte d in the b£B that even- 
tually emerges from the fi- 
nance w wmm t l ff . 

Sen. Packwood, the ranking 
Republican member of the 
Senate Finance Committee, 
talked to reporters a fter s peak- 
ing about health reform behind 
dosed doors to the Business 
Council, an elite group of 
co r po rat e executives. 

Senator Nancy Kasscbamn, 
a Repub li c an from Kansas who 
also spoke to the executives in 
tins historic Virgniia town, said 
she thought it would be diffi- 
cult for Congress to pass com- 
plex health reform legislation 
before they break in the au- 
tumn to campaign for Novem- 
>ber congressional elections. 

“If 1 rad to look at a crystal 
ball at tins point. I'd say we’re 
not going to get it,” said Sen. 
Kasscbamn, a member of the 
Senate Labour and Human 
Resources Committee which is 
set to begin drafting its version 
of health legislation this week. 

But admmistxathm officials, 
who also met with the execu- 
tives this weekend, said they 
are op timi stic that reform leg- 
islation will pass Congress tins 
year. 

“It may be very late in the 
session, bnt there mil be leg- 
islation,” Deputy Treasury 
Secretary Roger Altman told 
reporters. 

Robert Rubin, head of the 
White House council to coor- 
dinate economic policy, said 
lawmakers will not want to 
face voters without having pas- 
sed health reform legislation. 

He said that the White 
House believes “the probabil- 
ity is still good that we will get 
legislation.” 


Blair is 
favourite 
to head 
Britain’s 
Labour 


LONDON (R) — British vo- 
ters dearly back Tony Blair, a 
young Oxford University-edu- 
cated lawyer, to lead the main 
opposition Labour Party into 
the next election. 

Opinion polls in Sunday 
newspapers showed Mr. Blau- 
bad built a healthy lead in the 
behind-the-scenes battle to 
succeed John Smith, who died 
Thursday from a heart attack. 

Mr. Blair — telegenic, ar- 
ticulate and expected to appeal 
to middle-class voters — is the 
man feared most by the ruling 
Conservatives. He stands on 
the right of the Labour Party. 

Candidates have agreed not 
to lobby for the role of "prime 
minister in waiting" until after 
Mr. Smith's funeral Friday. 

Several Labour politicians 
have called for a new leader to 
be elected as soon as possible to 
maintain the party's political 
momentum ahead of the next 
general election, due by mid- 
1997. 

Labour, which shed its im- 
age of a disunited party domin- 
ated by trade union power 
under Mr. Smith, holds a 20- 
point lead over Prime Minister 
John Major's Conservatives in 
opinion poQs after a series of 
policy U-turns by the accident- 
prone ruling party. 

All surveys on the Labour 
leadership showed Mr. Blair as 
the public’s favourite. 

Thirty-two per cent of those 
questioned in a Mori poUpub- 
bsbed in the Sunday Times 
supported Mr. Blair, com- 
pared with 14 per cent who 
wanted Margaret Beckett. 

Ms. Beckett, deputy leader 
under Mr. Smith, has taken 
charge of Labour until the 
leadership election, almost cer- 
tainly in July. 

Polls in other newspapers 
showed Gordon Brown, Mr. 
BUm^s friend and fellow right- 
winger, or John Prescott, a 
left-winger expected to appeal 
to traditional Labour voters, in 
second place well behind Mr. 
Blair. 

However, a poll in the Sun- 
day Express of ISO trade union- 
ists entitled to vote m the 
leadership election revealed 
Mr. Blair, the “shadow” in- 
terior minister, had double the 
support of Mr. Prescott. 


BakOi Muhm. leader of the Malawi United 
Democratic Front (UDF) opposition party, waves 
to supporters campaigning for Tuesday’s pres- 


idential runoff. Observers give Mr. Muluzi a 
chance to upset President Kamuzu Banda, endin g 
his 30-year rule (AFP photo) 


Malawians pray for peace ahead of poll 


BLANTYRE, Malawi (R) — 
Millions of Malawians jammed 
churches Sunday to pray for 
peace as campaigning closed 
for elections likely to unseat 
President Kamuzu Banda, sup- 
reme ruler of the country for 
30 years. 

With campaigning for Tues- 
day’s ballot officially closed, 
state radio devoted its Sunday 
morning programmes to 
prayers for a peaceful poll, 
Malawi's first pluralist elec- 
tions since independence from 
Britain in 1964. 

Local journalists said chur- 
ches of all denominations 
across the central African na- 
tion of 9.7 million were full, 
with church leaders urging calm 
and restraint. 

Political analysts say Mr. 
Banda, the iron-fisted ruler 
who brooked no opposition 
during his one-party rale of 30 
yeais, was likely to be ousted 
from power by rebels who quit 
or were sacked from his Mala- 
wi Congress Party (MCP). 


But the analysts say the race 
between the MCP and the dis- 
sidents grouped under -the Un- 
ited Democratic Front (UDF) 
of former convict Bakili Muiu- 
zi could be dose. 

“Although there are no 
opinion pous in this country, I 
think as many people do that 
the UDF is ahead, judging by 
the crowds it has been able to 
draw to its rallies.” an African 
diplomat said. 

At his last rally Saturday, 
Mr. Muluzi was triumphantly 
cheered by 60,000 supporters 
in Malawi’s commercial capital 
of Blantyre. where he pre- 
dicted a landslide poll win for 
the UDF, a pro-democracy 
group launched only last year. 

Mr. Banda, believed to be in 
bis 90s and unwell since he 
underwent brain surgery in 
South Africa last year, mus- 
tered only 5.000 people at 
national celebrations marking 
his official birthday of 88. 

His MCP, which appears to 
have gained some lost ground 


in the last weeks of campaign- 
ing, warned voters not to elect 
the UDF, saying this could 
plunge Malawi into darkness. 

“Die votes cast will deter- 
mine whether we march for- 
ward into sunlight and a better 
future or slide backwards into 
darkness with those who would 
destroy onr unity and deny us 
progress." said the Malawi 
News, organ of Mri Banda's 
party. 

“Use your vote wisely. Vote 
for Kamuzu, vote for the 
MCP,” it said in a special 
edition published Saturday. 

The Malawi News named no 
names clearly pointed its guns 
at Mr. Muluzi, 51, who served 
a jail term in the 1960s for 
stealing state funds while he 
was an employee of the Minis- 
try of Justice. 

Two other opposition parties 
are contesting the polls in 
which 177 parliamentary seats 
and the presidency are at 
stake, but analysts give them 
little chance. 


Rebels destroy key Cambodian bridge 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas backed by 
rockets and mortars launched a 
big attack on the northwest 
town of Mongkol Borey Sun- 
day, and relief workers there 
said it may bearid a strike at 
nearby Sisophon. 

Field radio messages Sunday 
between aid agendes in the 
area, shown to Reuters, said a 
key bridge crossing the Mong- 
kol Borey River had been des- 
troyed. 

At least one group of rebels 
was said to be occupying part 
of the town but it was unclear if 
they occupied the centre. 
Mines were also laid around 
the bridge by the rebels. 

“Khmer Rouge troops still 
bold approach roads and are 
covering the roundabout in 
Mongkol Borey with small 
arms fire,” said a radio mes- 
sage from the town early 
Sunday. 

Relief workers based in the 


town said the attackers struck 
from the north and west in two 
columns shortly after mid- 
night. 

No details of casualties were 
given. 

Mongkol Borey. about 300 
kilometres northwest of 
Phnom Penh, lies , on the 
strategic National Route 5 and 
is a base for the British Halo 
Trust De-mining Organisation. 

An International Committee 
of the Red Cross hospital in 
the town is one of the best in 
Cambodia, particularly in pro- 
viding new limbs for mine vic- 
tims. 

One relief organisation 
warned the attack on Mongkol 
Borey could be a prelude to an 
even bigger assault on the pro- 
vincial capital Sisophon about 
15 kilometres to the northwest. 

“(It is) likely that this attack 
(was) made as preliminary to 
main attack against Sisophon 


today or later tonight with aim 
of isolating Sisophon and pre- 
venting or delaying RCAF 
(Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces) ability to reinforce 
Sisophon,” said the message. 

Khmer Rouge military com- 
manders have said they had 
orders to capture the key 
northwest towns of Sisophon 
and Poipet. A once-bustling 
frontier market, Poipet now 
resembles a ghost town after 
recent clashes between rebel 
and government forces. 

In the past two months, 
security in toe northwest has 
deteriorated drastically after 
400 Khmer Rouge pushed a 
superior force of government 
soldiers back to within 15 
kilometres of the country’s 
second biggest city battam- 
bang. 

Most relief agendes have 
withdrawn all bat non-essential 
staff from Battambang. 


Big blast rips through Georgia theatre 


MOSCOW (Agendes) — A 
powerful blast ripped through 
a theatre in the Georgian capit- 
al Tbilisi Sunday and it seemed 
likely there had been casual- 
ties, Interfax News Agency re- 
ported. 

Interfax, quoting a Georgian 
Interior Ministry spokesman, 
said the Mast in the Armenian 
drama theatre had been caused 
by "unidentified persons". 
Georgian, leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze had gone to the 
theatre, the agency said. It was 
not immediately possible to 
contact officials in Tbilisi to 
confirm the report. 

The former Soviet republic 
has been racked by unrest 
since gaining independence in 


1991. 

Government troops fought 
an unsuccessful year-long war 
against separatists in the 
breakaway Black Sea region of 
Abkhazia and last year only 
just managed to put down a 
rebellion by supporters of for- 
mer President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia. 

Georgian and Abkhazian 
authorities signed an agree- 
ment Saturday on a ceasefire 
and deployment of an in- 
tervention force in the trou- 
bled separatist republic, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry said. 

The accord, signed by both 
sides under mediation from 
Moscow, would “prevent the 


resumption of military action 
and facilitate the return of 
(Georgian) refugees to their 
homes." the ITAR-TASS 
agency quoted the ministry as 
saying. 

The agency gave no other 
details on the mechanics of the 
accord, but sources close to the 
negotiations said disagree- 
ments remained over the fu- 
ture status of Abkhazia and 
conditions covering refugees, 
with the separatists only willing 
to accept toe return of Geor- 
gians who took no part in toe 
fighting. 

The signing came a day after 
the Georgian parliament re- 
fused to ratify toe accord. 


U.N. meets to monitor Earth Summit agreements 


NEW YORK (Agendes) — 
The U.N. Commission on Sus- 
tainable Development — the 
watchdog body set up to track 
progress after the Earth Sum- 
mit — will get down to busi- 
ness here next week at its 
second annual session. From 
May 17 to 27, it will review 
government actions and ex- 
amine innovative methods for 
funding sustainable develop- 
ment worldwide. 

The 53-member commission 
mil also look at patterns of 
energy production and con- 
sumption, and worldwide ac- 
tion on freshwater, health, hu- 
man settlements, toxic chemic- 
als and hazardous waste. Its 
overall -mandate is to monitor 
implementation of Agenda 21, 
the global blueprint for sus- 
tainable development adopted 
at the Earth Summit — toe 
United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Develop- 
ment — held in Rio de 
Janeiro. Brazil in 1992. 

“The commission will only 
be as good as toe ability of 
governments to live up to their 
Rio commitments," stated 
Ambassador Razali Ismail of 
Malaysia, outgoing chairman 


of the commission. “We must 
not let governments off the 
book. We need non-gov- 
ernmental groups to ensure 
that those commitments are 
honoured." Over 100 non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
(NGOs) — mostly environ- 
ment groups — are expected to 
attend toe commission session 
as observers to keep pressure 
on governments. 

Chi May 26-27. a high-level 
meeting — primarily of minis- 
ters of the environment and of 
finance — is expected to pro- 
vide the political leverage 
necessary to resolve outstand- 
ing issues and to guide the 
commission's future work. Dr. 
Klaus Topfer. Germany’s 
federal minister for toe en- 
vironment, nature conserva- 
tion and nuclear safety, is ex- 
pected to be elected chairman 
of this year’s commission ses- 
sion. 

Although the big push from 
Rio has slackened off. work to 
put toe Earth Summit’s recom- 
mendations into action has 
been making steady progress 
worldwide. Governments — as 
well as businesses and interna- 
tional agendes — have been 


sensitised to the need for sus- 
tainable development, 
although some countries re- 
quire more financial and tech- 
nical assistance than others to 
bring such change about. 

in reviewing progress, toe 
commission will consider re- 
ports from governments and 
U.N. agendes. Although most 
countries have accepted the 
need to report in prindple. just 
35 governments have submit- 
ted reports this year. The com- 
mission is expected to stream- 
line the reporting process, 
which many find too cumber- 
some. 

Underlying the U.N. agency 
reports is the idea that for 
sustainable development to 
occur, radical changes in prog- 
ramme formulation and fend- 
ing will be necessary. “A com- 
mon understanding of sustain- 
able development does not ex- 
ist” among the agendes. states 
a report prepared by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), 
“Consequently there is a 
strong risk that the revolution- 
ary changes called for by 
Agenda 21 will rapidly be lost 
sight of.” 

The U.N. Centre for Human 


Settlements (Habitat) notes 
that most agendes are con- 
tinuing with established work 
priorities. The centre recom- 
mends that toe commission 
consider financial incentives to 
reward multi-agency program- 
mes in support of Agenda 21. 
This would encourage inter- 
agency cooperation, joint 
programming and the pooling 
of resources, and would also 
prevent duplication. 

Climate change and biodiv- 
ersity conventions, the two leg- 
al agreements opened for sign- 
ing in Rio. have both entered 
into force — an unprecedented 
pace for international law. 

The Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, which 
aims to prevent global warning 
and climate change, became 
legally binding on March 21. 
1994 and has been ratified by 
71 countries. Developed coun- 
try commitments under the 
treaty — and the effectiveness 
of efforts to limit greenhouse 
gas emissions — will be re- 
viewed in March 1995 when 
toe conference of parries, re- 
sponsible for overseeing imple- 
mentation of toe convention, 
holds its first session in Berlin. 


new Oxford 


i 

LONDON (R) — War corres- 
pondent and columnist Janies 
Fenton was elected Oxforc 
University's new professor o: 
poetry. Prof. Fenton, 45, cur- 
rently a columnist for Britai. v ;- 
Independent newspaper, bet,, 
three other candidates for 
largely ceremonial port which 
has been in existence for 2CO 
years. The new professor suc- 
ceeds Irish poet Seamus 
Heaney and follows in- the 
footsteps of famous names 
such as Matthew Arnold, C. 
Day-Lews, W.H. Auden and 
Robert Graves. The five-year 
job carries an annual salary of 
£4,059 ($6,079) but toe duties 
are not heavy. The professcr is 
expected to give three lecture; 
a year, judge poetry competi- 
tions and make a speech hc r- 
ouring the university’s be- 
nefactors. Prof. Fenton. & 
graduate of Oxford's Mcg- 
dalen College and a runner- cc 
to Heaney in toe 1984 elecric-., 
has been a war correspond?;::, 
drama critic and columnist. Me 
also worked on early lyric: for 
the hit musical Les Miserac!**. 
His poetry includes work it*; 
spired by the scenes witness^:: 
in his reporting. 

Alain Delon 
operated for 
hernia 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
hearthrob Alain Delon, 58. has 
had an operation for a her^a. 
his film producer friend i*ior- 
bert Saada said Saturday. Ds- 
lon, whose screen career sp?'; 
more than three decades, star- 
red in films including Is Paris 
Burning in 1965. and more 
recently “Un Amour Ds 
Swann" in 1984. He was admit- 
ted Tuesday after complain^ 
of stomach pains. 

Cubans plan 
to reopen Sloppy 
Joe’s Bar 

HAVANA (R) — Harms's 
famous Sloppy Joe's Bar 
reopen a quarter century niitr 
it closed, Cuban tourist offi- 
cials said Saturday. Sloppy 
Joe’s was a must for Americas 
visiting Havana in 'the furri.-s 
and fifties. A visit to the t a: ’■>;.• 
celebrities was de rigeur 
non-celebrities flocked there c:, 
see them. It wasn't high 
Shapely prostitutes whe 
looked like they were poi,?: 
into their dresses hung 
there, and Sloppy Joe’s cion \ 
serve fancy food but boasted 
one of the best sandwiches :r. 
town — inch-thick ham and 
cheese on lye. The bartender, 
masters of the trade, prepared 
multi-coloured planters’ punch 
and snow-white daiquiris. With 
the advent of the Cuban Re- 
volution, Sloppy Joe’s became 
an anachronism, and Amer- 
ican and other foreign tourists 
disappeared after the United 
States cut links with Havana in 
I960; The revolution had other 
priorities, and Sloppy Joe’s 
was neglected and finally 
closed down. The big doors 
were shut but the long, single 
mahogany-top bar remained 
and so did the showcases fell of 
photographs. There are stii! 
photos of some of its famous 
customers — the heavyweight 
boxing champ, Joe Louis, 
dashing Errol Flynn, alluring 
Ava Gradner. an adolescent- 
looking Frank Sinatra. Alee 
Guinness's photo is there be- 
cause scenes from Our Man It. 
Havana were filmed in the bar p - 
Now with the rise in interna- 
tional tourism, there are plans 
to renovate and reopen the 
bar. 

S. African Airways 
goes multi-lingual 

JOHANNESBURG (AFPl — 
Passengers travelling South 
African Airways (SAA) will 
face a barrage of greetings in a; 
least four languages, in keep- 
ing with toe new South Africa, 
the national carrier said in 
statement Saturday. In the bav 
old days of apartheid Sou:)-, 
Africa, travellers on SAA v/en 
addressed in two language;. 
Afrikaans first and then n- f - 
glish. From Saturday, four 
days after Nelson Mandeis. * 
inauguration as the countr.V 
first democratically-elected 
president, passengers will 
greeted in English first, *:--n 
Afrikaans, then Zulu v \:,d 
Sotoo. And on imernatioral 
flights “a greeting appronria;- 
to the country of destination c- 
origin" as well. SAA said h l 
statement. “It is importar.! tiit- 
SAA be accepted by its dnerse 
passengers,’’ SAA chief e‘ iw . :U - 
uve Mike Myburgh said ip. she 
statement. “We are excited •'Jv 
out toe rebirth of a new South 
Africa and we must a 
ourselves with the g 

change and with intern*,!:?;:::: * 
acceptance now that we reve 
become part of the world m*-- 
ket again.” SAA was als ' -j’v 
scraping the old orange. r~S«- 
and white South Africar 
off all ns aircraft and rep'-.,. 

with the new, predominant 
Wack. green and gold c - . ' 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rominger wins Tour of Spain 

MADRID (R) — Switzerland's Toni Rominger won a record 
n5s C 2S?? ,lve Tour Spain, finishing ahead overall after 
C . 3 * 56 °^‘Kwnetre 21-stage race which ended in Madrid 
Sunday. Spain 5 Mitel Zanabcitia and Pedro Defcodo were 
second and third overall respectively. The final 166-kilomeire 
stage from Segovia was won by Laurent Jalabcn of France. 

Turtle streaks to victory 

DUBLIN (AFP) — Turtle Island swept to a convincing 
15-iengtn victory in the Irish 2,000 Guineas at the Curragh 
Sunday, just a week after being narrowly beaten in France's 
mile Classic. Settled in last place by John Reid, Turtle Island 
cruised up to the leaders two furlongs out. Guided Tour 
caught Ridgewood Ben for second cm die line. Trainer Peter 
Ghapple-Hyam said: "He didn't get the rub of the green in 
France and perhaps I had been too easy on him. I knew he 
would come on for the race. But he is some horse — as good as 
l have ever trained." 

North Flight wins Tokyo race 

TOKYO (AFP) — North Flight with Kouichi Tsunoda in the 
saddle led a Japanese one-iwo’fimsh with Towa Darling to win 
the 1 ,600-metres (one mile) Yasuda Memorial race here 
Sunday. The four-year-old bay filly got ahead in the final 
furlong and crossed the finishing line in one minute 33.2 
seconds, two lengths and a half ahead of Towa Darling. 
French colt Dolphin Street, ridden by American Cash Asmus- 
sen, came third followed by Japan's Sakura Bakushin in fourth 
on the rainy Tokyo Racecourse. Pre-race favourite Ski 
Paradise, the winner at the Keio Spring Cup three weeks ago, 
could not keep the momentum as tne French filly finished fifth 
with top Japanese jockey Yuraka Take in the saddle. 

Yoma stops British challenger 

CAYENNE, French Guiana (AFP) — France's Jacobin Yoma 
kept his European Boxing Union super-featherweight title 
here Saturday night after stopping British challenger Neil 
Haddock in the seventh round. Haddock's comer threw in the 
towel after their man was comprehensively outpunched by the 
28-yearoId Frenchman fighting before his home crowd. The 
Englishman had also suffered badly from the stifling heat. 
Yoma was making the third defence of a title he won in June, 
1993 with a points win here over Dutchman Regflio Tuur. 

Rattanapol retains I BF title 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thailand’s Rattanapol Sor Vorapin 
retained his International Boxing Federation (TBF) straw- 
weight title Saturday after knocking out challenger Roger 
Espanola. Rattanapol floored the ninth-ranked Filipino in the 
sixth round of the scheduled 12-round bout in the central Thai 
province of Saraburi. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 
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GETTING TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER 


both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
«J86 
0 7 2 

! ARQ632 
* 8 

WEST EAST 

* 9 4 * 10 7 

T'AJS ? K 9 6 4 

10 7 4 : 8 B 

4 A 9 6 4 3 ♦ Q 10 7 5 2 

SOUTH 

♦ AKQ532 
T 10 5 3 

! J 9 

♦ K J 

The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 2 . Pass 

2 * Pass 4 ■* Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Acc of + 

You are beginning to master the 
an of defense when you see the need 
t'i '.witch the attack to a particular 
suit. You have mastered it when you 
can select the correct card in the suit 
la lend! 

North-South conducted a routine 
auction to what turned out to be a 
shaky game because of the wasted 
values in clubs. Make the king of 
clubs the king of hearts and the 


Donnay Sport Center 

■ Clearance Sale — 



* Original Lacosie 

* Lacosie Shoes 




10 JD 

ss 

8 JD 


24 JD 


And Many More 


contract would be laydown. 

WJtb nothing hi the auction to act 
as a guide. West chose to fire away 

with the ace of dubs. The sight of 
dummy made two things obvious: 
There was no future in a chib con- 
tinuation; and unless the defenders 
could score some tricks in a hurry, 
the contract would be easy, since the 
diamond suit offered a rich source of 
discards. 

!t did not take a genius to work 
out that the only suit that offered 
prospects of tricks was hearts. So 
West shifted to the ace of hearts and 
continued with the jack in the hope 
of finding partner with the K 10. 
Declarer covered with the mbit’s 
queen and the defenders were bait- 
ed to two heart tricks and a club. 

West’s analysis was on the right 
track, but did not go far enough. 
The contract could be defeated if 
East held either the 10 or 9 of hearts 
in addition to the king, as long as 
West shifts to the jack of hearts at 
trick two! 

Declarer must cover and East 
captures the queen with the king. 
When a heart is returned, declarer's 
10 is trapped by West’s A 8. Down 
one! 


Wadi Saqra Street Opposite Wadi Saqra Book Shop 

Tel . 64931 1 


EXTENSION ANNOUNCEMENT 
TENDER 1/94 
GAS TURBINE 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd 
announces the extension of the date of 
submitting contractors' offers on the above 
tender until 12:00 hrs Thursday 30/6/94. 

Chairman 
A. Shoman 


Schumacher captures 
Monaco Grand Prix 


MONACO (AFP) - Ger- 
many's Michael Schumacher 
swept to his fourth victory of 
the Formula One season here 
.Sunday in a Monaco Grand 
Prix which was won and lost 
within tile opening seconds. 

Schumacher, who has won 
every race this year, came 
home clear of Britain's Martin 
Bruitdlc in the MeLaren- 
Pcuueoi and Austrian veteran 
Gerhard Herder in (he Ferrari. 

The race, still overshadowed 

by Formula One's recent 
tragedies, made a dramatic 
start when Damon Hill’s Wil- 
liams- Renault shunted into the 

back of the other McLaren, 
driven by Mika Ilakkincn, 
forcing both men out. 

The low-hpecd accident 
came just after the green light 
as both men plunged into the 
first bend after Schumacher in 
the Benetton- Ford. 

Dtivets. officials and 
motursport fans had been 
praying .‘i»r an accident-free 
race on this relatively slow 
street circuit, following Karl 
Wendlingcr's crash hctc on 
Thursday which has left the 
Austrian in a deep coma. 

The legendary race is also 
the first since Kill's teammuie 
Ayrton Senna and Roland R:i(- 
/enherger were killed in 
crashes at the San Marino 


Grand Pm two weeks ago. 

Schumacher, runs uinu>-;t 
certain to win thi< year’s world 
championship, led from start 
to finish while the fuo Ferrari* 
ol Berger and Jean Alesi scrap- 
ped with Christian Fittipaldi in 
the Font work -Ford in the early 
stages. 

With so few opportunities to 
overtake on the winding streets 
of the Principality, the places 
(ended to change only with 
pit-stops for refuelling or a 
retirement with mechanical 
problems. 

Among those challengers to 
tali by the wayside were Bri- 
tain's Mark Blundell in the 
Tyrcll- Yamaha and Brazilian 
Rubens Barriehello in (he Jor- 
dan Hart. 

Blundell's bad hick was also 
shaied bv Berger, whose car 
spun round alter hitting a 
patch ut oil left bv the blown 
engine on die Englishman's 
Tvrell. costing him a second 
place. 

By the hallway stage, Schu- 
macitcT w.ls half a minute clear 
of Brundlc. with Berger third 
and Alesi fourth. Fittipaldi's 
chaige envied with two thirds 
o! die race gone when he re- 
tired. thereby bringing Bar- 
lichello's ltaii.m tear: : male 
Atrdrea vie Cesans into the 

fr.iv. 


Jazz take 3-0 lead; 
Pacers pound Hawks 


DENVER (R) — The Utah 
Jazz, led by their brilliant 
backcourt duo, beat the De- 
nver Nuggets 111-109 in over- 
time Saturday to take a com- 
manding three games to none 
lead in their Western Confer- 
ence semifinal scries. 

John Stockton scored Utah's 
last six points in overtime and 
combined with fellow-guard 
Jeff Horn ace k to score aU but 
two of the Jazz total in the 
extra period. 

In the Eastern Conference 
semifinals at Indianapolis, the 
top-seeded Atlanta Hawks 
were routed 101-81 by the Indi- 
ana Pacers, who took a two- 
games to one lead in their 
series. 

Indiana rebounded from an 
alf-Cime NBA playoff low of 69 
points in a loss to the Hawks in 
Atlanta Thursday. Centre Rik 
Smits led the way with 27 
points, 18 in the first half. 

Homacek led the Jazz with 
27 points, including five in 
overtime. Stockton finished 
with 24 points to help bring 
Utah within one win of 
reaching the conference finals 
for only the second time in 
franchise history. 

“We're thinking ‘next game* 
now,” said Stockton. “A 
sweep I don’t know about. I 
don't care if we win by 20, by 
one, or by one-half. Denver 
won't give up. They are a 
hungry and talented team.” 

*T think Utah may be the 
smartest team in the NBA," 
said Nuggets coach Dan Issel. 
“It takes them one trip down 
the floor to figure out adjust- 
ments. Stockton and Hornacek 
are so smart and they don't 
turn the ball over." 


Homacek's three-point jum- 
per with 1:40 left in overtime 
gave Utah a 105-102 lead. Af- 
ter a basket by Denver’s 
Luphonso Ellis, Stockton hit a 
jumper to restore the three- 
point edge. 

The Nuggets pulled within 
107-106 when Mahmoud 
Abdul Rauf hit an off-balance 
shot with 42 seconds left. 
Stockton again bagged a jum- 
per with 30.2 seconds left. 

Abdul Rauf answered with a 
basket five seconds later to 
bring Denver within a point yet 
again at 109-108. 

Stockton was fouled and 
converted both free throws 
with 9.2 seconds left to make it 
111-108. Denver's Rodney Ro- 
gers was fouled attempting a 
three-pointer with 4.8 seconds 
remaining. He hit the fust free 
throw and intentionally missed 
the second but Denver grab- 
bed the rebound. 

The Jazz forced the overtime 
when Karl Malone hit a 22-foot 
jumper with 9.2 seconds left in 
regulation to tie the game at 
98-98. Malone, who fouled out 
in the final seconds of over- 
time. had 26 points and 13 
rebounds. 

“You have to give Denver 
an awful lot of credit," said 
Malone. “They piayed their 
butts off." 

The Nuggets had a chance to 
win in rhe closing seconds of 
regulation, but Robert Pack 
missed a short jumper in the 
lane. 

Ellis scored 18 of his 25 
points in the fourth quarter 
and overtime to lead Denver. 
Abdul Rauf and Dikembe 
Mutombo had 20 points apiece 
for the Nuggets. 


s 



AEROBICS & WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
dance <uEaA DOUTIOUt 


Experienced Step Instructors 
Fantastic Career Opportunity 
Call GREAT SHAPE for details 
Telephone 696428 
between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
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Sampras crushes Becker 
in the Italian Open final 



Graf wins 
Berlin Open 


BERLIN (AFP) — Steffi Graf 
retained her German Open ti- 
tle — her tight in nine years — 
with a 7-6 1 S'6) 6~4 victory over 
Brenda Schultz here Sunday. 

It wa> Grafs 2Urh consecu- 
tive final since March 1993, 
and her 16th victory — and 
ample warning to her rivals a 
week before the French Open. 

For Schultz it was the biggest 
final of her career, and her 
serve, the fastest in women's 
tennis, forced several errors 
from Graf. 

Bui the world number one 
seed was quicker around court 
and made less unforced errors. 

She failed to break, howev- 
er, during the first set. with 
Schultz having the best chance 
at }-3 when she took Graf to 
deuce. 

A backhand in the net and a 
wide return let Graf off the 
hook that rime before Schultz 
survived a similar scare at 6-5 
with an ace to take early con- 
j trot in the following nebreak. 

I The Dutch girl’s 5-0 lead was 
pegged back to 4-4 before 
Schultz missed a set point at 
6-5 by netting a backhand. 

That gave Graf the chance to 
produce a perfect backhand 
return down the line to take 
the set and she broke for a 2-1 
lead in the second, a lead she 
never lost. 

Graf received a cheque for 
5150,000, and Jlth seeded 
Schuitz receiving $60,000. 


ROME (R.) — World number 
one Pete Sampras took the 
Italian Open title when he con- 
demned triple Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker to a 
humiliating 6-1. 6-2. 6-2 defeat 
Sunday. 

Playing his first clay court 
tournament of the season. 
Sampras took his winning 
streak to 27 matches as Beck- 
er's game came apart at the 
seams. 

The German, who has never 
won a title on clay, needed to 
be at his best if he were to deny 
Sampras a seventh title this 
year but consistently failed to 
land his first service in. 

Sampras, seeking to play bis 
way into form on his least 
favourite surface ahead of the 
French Open which begins 
May 23, gave Becker no re- 
spite after racing into a 5-0 lead 
and taking the fust set in 35 mi- 
nutes. 

He broke Becker again in 
the opening game of the 
second set and repeated the 


trick in the seventh game of 
another set lasting little over 
half an hour. 

Becker, shouting at himself 
in anger and frustration, lost 
his serve again in the first game 
of the final set and there was 
no way back on the honest day 
in Rome this year. 

Sampras's performance — 
giving him only the second title 
of - his career on clay — was 
ideal preparation for Roland 
Garros where he will seek to 
become the first man since 
Rod Laver in 1969 to win four 
successive Grand Slam titles. 

“He was making mistakes 
left and right and I just tried to 
keep rhe ball in play," Sampras 
said. 

“I struggled a little bit ear- 
lier in the week but now 1 feel 
confident going into the 
French Open. I feel pretty 
good about my tennis," added 
Sampras with typical under- 
statement after his win in one 
hour 52 minutes. 

Becker, who enjoyed great 


backing from the Roman fans 
at the Foro Italico, was nhtlo. 
sophical in defeat. 

**! didn’t expect to make ffcp 
final in this tournament fegf 

with the fans' help I had one ef 
my best clay court tournament 
ever." he said. 

“I’m only sorry that I dldfi'f 
give you a better Sunday after- 
noon." 

Becker will be wondering 
how he managed to land only 
just over one-third of his fife* 


services in after serving ■ 
volleying so confident 


week. 


Abd 
** an 


It was his fourth clay <ourr 
final and all have 


defeat. “I woke up this 

li 

perhaps 

for me this week. 


ucini. t wukc up uns ffxarn- 
ing feeling tired. This cjigs 


one match too hup' 

He will be consoled b v 
runners-up cheque f a 
S147.000 and enough rankj r 
points to restore him to the tan 
10 for the first time 
November last year. 


Werder, Auxerre win cup titles; 
Barcelona snatch Spanish league 


Agencies 

FAVOURITES Werder Bre- 
men lifted the German Cup 
here by beating second division 
side Rot-Weiss 3-1 Saturday in 
Berlin. 

Last year's Bundestiga 
champions, who finished a dis- 
appointing eighth this season, 
salvaged their campaign after 
forging 2-0 dear by the break 
through Dietmar Bdersdorfer 
(17th minute) and Austrian 
Andreas Herzog (38th). 

Kiwi Wynton Rufer sealed 
the win with a penalty after 
Rott-Weiss had pulled a goal 
back after 50 minutes. 

Bremen, the 1992 European 
Cup Winners’ Cup holders, 
have reached the German final 
four times in five years and 


won the trophy in 1991, 30 
years after their only other 
triumph. 

Meanwhile, Auxerre, the lit- 
tle Burgtmdy dub which laun- 
ched Eric Cantona’s career, 
won their first major trophy 
when they beat Montpellier 3-0 
in the French Cup final Satur- 
day. 

Auxerre profited from two 
Montpellier defensive blunders 
to score a goal early in each 
half from Algerian midfielder 
Moussa Saib and Gerald Bati- 
de and wrapped things up with 
a late goal by Corentin Mar- 
tins. 

But the biggest cheer of the 
evening from the 45,000 crowd 
at the Parc des Princes was 
reserved for the news that Can- 
tona had scored twice to give 


Manchester United the EnefLu 
(see separate story). ^ 5a 

Both sets of fans have g0od 
reason to revere the French 
hero. Apart from starting Us 
career with Auxerre, Cajit^a 
won the French Cup with 
Montpellier in 1990. 

Montpellier, fielding 
young side with seven play ere 
aged 23 or under and no survi- 
vors from the 1990 team 
fought gamely but were 
match for a well-drilled Auxcfr 
re outfit. 

In Madrid, Deportivo Coru- 
na missed a penalty a minute 
before the end of their last 
match of the season to hand a 
fourth consecutive Spanish 
League championship to Bar- 
celona Saturday. 


LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United joined the most exclu- 
sive club in British soccer 
Saturday, 37 years after having 
the door slammed in their face. 

Their 4-0 victory over 
Chelsea, in the Football Asso- 
ciation (F.A.) Cup final means 
they are only' the sixth dub 
ever to achieve the English cup 
and league double in the same 
season, and ody the fourth one 
to do so this' century. 

In less competitive days Pre- 
ston won the league without 
losing a match and the cup 
without conceding a goal in 
1889 and Aston Villa won both ■ 
honours in 1897. 

Until Saturday only Tot- 
tenham Hotspur (1961), 
Arsenal (1971) and Liverpool 
(1986) had done the same this 
century: 

But for an ill-fated chal- 
lenge, Manchester United 
could well have become the 
first 20th century double win- 
ners back in 1957. 

As Alex Ferguson’s team 
has done this season, manager 
Matt Busby's “Busby babes” 
came to the cup final having 
won a second successive league 
championship Jus: as this year, 
their opponents bad had an 
ordinary season finishing in 
mid-table. 

But Aston Villa prevented 
Manchester United emulating 
their own ancient double 
achievement. 

The turning-point in the 


1957 final came after only six 
minutes when Villa’s Irish In- 
ternational forward Peter 
McPariand clattered into Un- 
ited’s goalkeeper Ray Wood 
who fractured his cheekbone. 

There were no substitutes in 
those days and United centre- 
half Jackie Blanchflower went 
in goal as Wood limped away. 

United held VIBa for an hour 
but two second-half goals from 
McPariand swung the match 
Villa’s way, a late consolation 
from Tommy Taylor proving 
too little, too late for the cham- 
pions. 

Nine months later six of the 
side that faced Villa — captain 
Roger Byrne, Eddie Coiman, 
Duncan Edwards, Bill Whe- 
lan, Tommy Taylor and David 
Pegg — were killed in the 
Munich air crash. Qub mates 
Mark Jones nad Geoff Bent 
also died and Blanchflower 
and Johnny Berry never played 
again. 

United never went close to 
the double again until this sea- 
son and indeed the generally 
accepted view in the late 1950s 
was that the demands of En- 
glish soccer were too great for 
any side ro win both major 
honours in the same season. 

In 1961 Tottenham proved 
everyone wrong. Ironially, 
Spurs were inspired by skipper 
Danny Blanchflower, Jackie 
Blancbflower's brother. 

Blanchflower’s guile and in- . 
telligencc. coupled with Dave 


MacKay’s aggression and John 
White's vision swept Tot- 
tenham to victory after victory 
in a record-breaking season. 

They opened with a record 
run of 11 straight wins. They 
won 31 of their 42 matches 
including 16 away from home 
and scored 115 goals in the 
league which clinched as early 
as March 18. 

More than three decades la- 
ter they are still regarded as 
one of the finest English club 
sides of all time. 

On the afternoon of May 6 
1961 they beat Leicester City 
2-0 in a relatively disappointing 
final and ensured their place as 
the first double winners of the . 
20th century. 

Many doubted the double 
would ever be achieved again. 

But in that beaten Leicester 
team was a young man who 
would follow in Blancbflower’s 
footsteps 10 years later. 


Frank McUntock, who left 
Leicester for Arsenal in 1964, 
had, by 1971, developed into a 
fine international defender and 
an inspiring leader. 

But where their arch-rivals 
Tottenham had swept im- 
periously to the double in 
1961. Arsenal battled through 
matches, winning by a goal or 
two, showing grit and resili- 
ence, veiy different qualities 
from those that had taken 
Spurs to glory. 

At the end of the 1970-71 
league season they went to 
Tottenham, of all places, need- 
ing a victory to win the tide 
and did just that with a Ray 
Kennedy header two minutes 
from time. They pipped Leeds 
for the tide by a single point. 

Five days later they came 
from tehind to beat Liverpool . 
2-1 in die cup final with extra- 
time goals from Eddie Kelly 
and Charlie George. 
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HURRA FOR NORGE 

City Pizza Steinkjer - Norway 
Granada Restaurant, S. Shuneh 

Congratulate NORWAY 
On its Independence Day 

Which falls on May 17. On the occasion, a celebration 
will be held at Granada Restaurant. 

Tel. 05-571495 


First of Us kind in Middle Eus! 


LUXURIOUS BRAND-NEW 
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor of 220 sq. m. in a two-floor building in 
the best residential area, between the 4th & 5th 
Circles (near Guest’s Palace), Zahran Street - 
Jabal Amman, overlooking large beautiful private 
gardens. 

Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 double 
bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen, 
laundry room with fuffy automatic W.M., 3 balco- 
nies. Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 
Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park availalbe. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

If interested call tel. #: 671509 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for Summer School 

English native speakers (preferably graduates) to 
teach children and adults. 

For further information please call 

Tel. 680726, between 10 a.m. & 4 p.m. 


To Suit 
All 

Bud sets 


VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 


PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY! 
CONSULTANTS TEL : 829882 / 829883 
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DEAD CALM 

Shows: 12 JO. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

Thursdays - Fridays and Sundays 
Tom & Jerry 11 a.m. 


Doiph Lundgren & George Segal 
in 

JOSHUA \REE 

“Forced Vengeance" 

Sbowi: 12J0. 3:15. 5. 6:30, H:3U. 10.30 


Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘t 9 

Kevin Costner/Whitney Houston 
in 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8-J0. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Judie Foster 

Silence Of The Lambs 

Shows: 12-JO, 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 


The political comedy play: 

“WHAT A PEACE!** 
(ATSalam Ya Sabum) 

At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 


United finally earn their place in exclusive club 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gazans now face more bureaucracy 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza Strip (AFP) — After years of 


struggling with the occupying army to obtain passes to enter 
Israel, Gazans learned Sunday they would 


now have to go 
through the new Palestinian police first. “Requests will have 
to be made in our offices for our approval and then be handed 
on to the Israeli army for their approval,” a senior Palestine 


on to the Israeli army tor tneir approval, a senior raipimc 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) official told AFP. Palestinians 
were not looking forward to the double procedure. “Before I 


used to call the military administration and an army patrol 
would accompany the Israeli tony carrying gas bottles to my 
factory in Deir AI Balah,” said factory owner Mohammad AI 
Tilbani. However, since Palestinian police took charge of the 
area last week the deliveries have had to stop. “So now I have 
' to go and fetch gas myself from Israel. But when F called the 
military administration, I was told from now on to go through 
the Palestinian police. I made my request but they told me 
they were too busy deploying policemen in different barracks 
and to come back tomorrow. I don't know how they will 
function in the future, all I know is that I have 85 workers who 
have nothing to do and a Muslim holiday starts on Saturday. If 
we don't work now, people will buy Israeli cakes and our 
economy will collapse.” 


Vehicles for Palestinian police reach Egypt 


PORT SAID (R) — Dozens of U.S. trucks and jeeps donated 
to Palestinian police to help them maintain order in Gaza and 
Jericho arrived in Egypt on Sunday, officials said. They said 
the 176 vehicles were unloaded at Port Said from containers 
and handed over to Egyptian authorities, who will deliver 
them to tbe Palestinian police force. Palestinian officials in 
Cairo said the vehicles would be sent immediately to the 
self-rule areas of Gaza and Jericho, but their deployment had 
to be coordinated with the entry of Palestinian police arriving 
from bases in Yemen and Libya. Palestinian police have 
already assumed responsibility for law and order in the West 
Bank town of Jericho and are taking over in stages in the Gaza 
Strip. The United States airlifted the first batch of 24 vehicles 
last month to help meet the immediate needs of the police 
force. Tbe total U.S. donation comprises 100 pick-up trucks, 
50 utility vehicles and 50 two-and-a-half tonne trucks. Another 
56 vehicles donated by Greece are expected in Egypt within 
the next few days. 


Yasser Arafat to visit Norway 


OSLO (R) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat will attend a 
ceremony on Wednesday honouring Norway for its role in 
brokering the historic Israel-Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord,- tbe foreign ministry said on Sunday. 
Israeli Television reported that Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres would also attend the ceremony in Norway, 
hosted by the Carter-Menil Human Rights Foundation. On 
Wednesday the foundation, set up by former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter and Dominique de Mend, will unveil a sculpture 
dedicated to the Norwegian people and hand a cheque of 
$100,000 to the Norwegian Institute of Applied Social Science. 


Libyans on camel-back join Mecca pilgrims 


JEDDAH (AFP) — Some 400 Libyan Muslims have arrived 
on camel-back in Tabuk, northwest Saudi Arabia, for the 
annual pilgrimage to Mecca, the Organisations of the Islamic 
Conference said here Sunday. The caravan of 350 camels was 
welcomed at the Saudi border by Tabuk leaders who helped to 
arrange the trip. Tbe pilgrims d ecided to travel to Islam's 
holiest sites by-camel to protest the U.N. air embargo on Libya 
imposed in April 1992 after Tripoli refused to hand over 
suspects in bombings of U.S; and French airliners. They left 
Libya in April and crossed through Egypt and Jordan before 
arriving in Saudi Arabia. From Tabuk, they left for Medina 
and Mecca, again by camel. Almost one million pilgrims from 
across the world have already arrived in Mecca for the 
pilgrimage, the higbpoint of which will be on Friday when they 
cnmb Mount Arafat, the official Saudi agency SPA said 
Sunday- Last year more than two million people took part in 
tbe pilgrimage. 


Mutual respect basis for 
stand on self-rule —Hamas 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, Hamas, 
has announced it will respect 
the authority of tbe Palestinian 
National Security Forces 
(PNSF) and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) as 
long as the two bodies respect 
the rights and freedoms of 
groups which oppose the peace 
process, a leading spokesman 
of Hamas said Sunday. 

"We will respect and show 
reasonable cooperation with 
the PNSF and tbe PNA pro- 
vided that they respect the 
rights and freedoms of all 
Palestinians regardless of their 

S ’litical affiliation,” Ibrahim 
hosheb, tbe Jordan-based 
spokesman of Hamas, told the 
Jordan Times. 

Hamas regards the PNSF as 
a Palestinian police force while 
it considers the PNA, still 
being formed by PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, to be a 
Fateh-dominated group of 
leaders. 

“The police force represents 
all the Palestinians. Every 
policeman has a brother or 
-cousin who is Hamas, or be- 
longs to one of the opposition 


Mr. Gfaosheh said Hamas, 
would not participate in leg- 
islative elections tentantively 
scheduled for October. “If we 
don't accept the concept of 
autonomy and the PNA we 
can’t accept the legitimacy of a 
legislature elected to r ep resent 
such an authority,” he said. 
The movement would, howev- 
er, field candidates to municip- 
al and union elections every- 
where in Gaza, Jericho and the 
rest of the occupied territories. 

"We only reserve our right 
not to run for posts direaly 
related to tbe self-rule author- 
ity,” said Mr. Ghosbeh. 

“Hopefully the failure of this 
experiment will lead the peo- 
ple back to the path of armed 
resistance, which is the only 
one with a chance for ultimate 
success.” 

While not explirity stating 
Hamas' desire that the self-rule 
experience should fail, Mr. 
Gfaosheh said: “We don’t want 
it to fail but it will because its 
base is unjust and weak.” 

The Hamas spokesman 
along with fellow Hamas offi- 
cial Mohammad Nazzal, had 


his passport "kept for his own 
security” by the Jordanian 


groups. Thus this police force 
is ‘ours’ so to speak,” sai< 


said Mr. 
Ghosheh in an interview in his 
Abdah office. 

Toning down rhetoric, Mr. 
Ghosheh said that Hamas 
members and supporters 
would continue to “fight*' -the 
Israeli occupation but "could” 
do so in the confines of popular 
resistance through “speeches 
and rallies,” if "reasonable be- 
haviour towards the Palesti- 
nian resistance by the Palesti- 
nian authorities” would create 
a positive atmosphere in Gaza 
and Jericho. 

But the Jericho-Gaza first 
formula, in particular the 
Cairo agreement, said Mr. 
Ghosheh, is “bound for fai- 
lure.” 

“One of the reasons we 
would not enter the PNA or 
the PNSF is because we don’t 
want to be blamed for or be 
part of this experiment,” said 
Mr. Ghosheh. 


Ministry of Interior after Israel 
verbally attacked Jordan for 
harbouring Hamas “terror- 
ists.” 

On Sunday he said his move- 
ment would continue armed 
resistance until all of Palestine 
is liberated from non-Muslim 
rule. 

But. according to Mr. 
Ghosheh, Hamas "will not 
continue to target Israeli civi- 
lians as it did in attacks on 
Israeli buses in Afula and 
Hadira, following the Hebron 
massacre. 

“The circumstance of Afula 
and Hadera were different 
from tbe ones surrounding our 
usual resistance against the 
occupation. Israel hit our peo- 
ple as they knelt for prayer. 
They had to feel the pain that 
we felt, to know that this is 
wrong,” Mr. Ghosheh said. 

“Our targets have almost 
been soldiers or illegal settlers ' 
and they will continue to be 
our primary targets,” added 
Mr. Ghosheh. 


King and Queen 
visit Jubilee School 


It* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor on Sunday visited 
the Jubilee School, as its first 
year was coming to a close, to 
congratulate the first class of 
pioneering students. 

The Jubilee School is an 
independent four-year, co- 
educational secondary school 
for outstanding scholarship 
students from rural and urban 
areas. Tbe Jubilee School Pro- 
ject was announced in 1977 as 
a tribute to King Hussein’s 
development efforts, especially 
in the field of education. In 
1984, Queen Noor accepted a 
request by the prime minister 
to assume responsibility for the 
project, and in 1985, when the 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
was established, the school be- 
came one of its priority pro- 
jects. 

Tbe Jubilee School is dedi- 
cated to the development of 
the intellect and leadership 
potential of Jordanian students 
with special emphasis on stu- 
dents from underprivileged 
areas of the country. 

In tiie future, the school will 
offer boarding facilities and it 
will be opened to outstanding 


students from other Arab . 
countries. The school helps set 
national standards of excell-, 
ence in education by providing 
its students with a highly 
trained staff, modern labor- 
atories, workshops and clas- 
srooms. and career counselling 
and community service oppor- 
tunities. The school’s innova- 
tive educational approach en- 
courages the students' active 
and creative involvement in all 
aspects of their education. 
Classes emphasise discussion 
and debate of social, political 
and global issues. 

Tbe school's Centre for Ex- 
cellence in Education carries 
out research, conducts public 
and private teacher training 
programmes and workshops, 
■and produces educational 
material to help meet the 
needs of exceptional students 
in their regular classrooms. 
This centre cooperates with the 
Ministry of Education to trans- 
fer the Jubilee School experi- 
ence to other schools in Jor- 
dan. It is hoped that the 
school’s graduating students 
will return to their local com- 
munities after further training 
or higher education to assume 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor, accompanied by Prime Minister 


Abdul Salam Majali, Sunday visit the 
Jubilee School (Petra photo) 


leadership roles. 

King Hussein and Queen 
Noor also visited the school’s 
computer laboratory and lib- 


rary and science laboratory. 
Receiving tbe King and Queen 
were Prune Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, Senator Leila 


Sharaf, Dr. Bassam AI Saket, 
Mrs, Nour Izzedine and Dr. 
Fathi Jarwan, director of the 
school. 


King sends 
message 
to Tunisia 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal Sataan AI Hassan ar- 
rived in Tunis on Sunday on a 
three-day official visit. 

Mr. Hassan will meet with 
Tunisian President Zine AI 
Abiddine Ben Ali to convey 
to him a written message 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Mr. Hassan said he will 
also meet with other Tunisian 
officials for talks. 


Britain says it always urged end to Aqaba siege 

By Rana Husseini land-based system for verifying enormous economic losses. Addressing a group of bu 

Special ro tbe Jordan Times ... ' a as 


AMMAN — Britain did not 
take part in the U.S.-led block- 
ade of Aqaba and had always 
urged its allies to end the in- 
spection of ships in the Gulf of 
Aqaba, James Watt, the 
charge d'affaires at the British 
embassy, said Sunday. 

“My country has always 
been pressingfor the ban to be 
lifted,” Mr. Watt told a busi- 
ness luncheon. 

On April 25, the United 
States said it has accepted a 
Jordanian proposal on a new 


land-based system for verifying 
compliance with the interna- 
tional sanctions, and His 
Majesty King Hussein said the 
Aqaba siege was being lifted, 
after meeting with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher in London. 

Mr. Christopher told repor- 
ters at a joint press conference 
with King Hussein that the 
U.S. had accepted the propos- 
al to have the London-based 
Lloyds Register verify Aqaba- 
bound cargo once it is un- 
loaded in tiie port instead of 
the sea-inspections, which 
have caused the Kingdom 


enormous economic losses. 

The American decision was 
followed by a French 
announcement it was with- 
drawing from tbe international 
forces inspecting the Aqaba- 
bound shipping. 

The U.S. confirmation that 
the siege was being lifted came 
on May 9, when Washington 
officially informed Jordan of 
its acceptance of the King- 
dom's proposal. 

“We were never part of the 
inspection groups, and Britain 
never supported the inspection 
from the beginning,” Mr. Watt 
said. 


Addressing a group of busi- 
ness people. Mr. Watt said the 
new process was ' a sign of 
optimism for the Jordanian 
economy, adding that Jordan 
has become a market which all 
industries are looking at. 

“We are beginning to see 
some signs of hope after the 
peace process, and people are 
looking towards a bright fu- 
ture, making Jordan a very 
attractive market,” he added. 

Mr. Watt said Britain's poli- 
cy was to encourage tiie Jorda- 
nian market, and to open up 
other markets in tbe region, 
“including Israel.” 


Poets and writers fight over possible 
‘normalisation’ of Arab-Israeli relations 


By Sa’eda Kflani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A war of words 
is being fought in Jordanian 
intellectual circles over the 
ramifications of making - 
peace with Israel especially 
on Arab culture and identity. 

Since the Madrid confer- 
ence of October 1991 and 
more recently the signing of 
the Oslo accord in September 
1993, many writers, in anti- 
cipation of or in reaction to 
developments of tbe Arab- 
Israeli peace process, have 
been incessantly warning of 
the dangers of “normalisa- 
tion” on Arab culture and 
calling on the public to fight 
it. 

While many outspoken 
Jordanian writers say that re- 
lations with Israel, particular- 
ly cultural ties, should not be 
‘^normalised,” even if and 
when formal peace is 
achieved, the public at large 
is at a loss over what “norma- 
lisation” means. 

For the “rejectionist” wri- 
ters, normalisation, or the 
process of transforming con- 
frontation with an enemy 
state into neighbourly ties, 
has become a key word to 
differentiate between a “pat- 
riot” and a “traitor.” 

During recent elections of 
profe s sional unions and wri- 
ters associations, daily and 
weekly columnists tried to in- 
fluence tbe outcome of the 
polls by labelling candidates 
as pro- or anti-normalisation. 

Forewarning of an “immi- 
nent Zionist cultural inva- 
sion,'’ those writers threw 
their weight behind what they 
regarded as the anti- 
normalisation candidates. 

The other side, those who 
believed in a just peace set- 
tlement with Israel were 
hardly saying a word. Their 
reaction to the campaigns 
was generally weak ana frag- 
mented, thus enabling the 
hardliners to win their elec- 
tioneering battles. 

But it was not until a prom- 
inent Arab writer and poet, 
Adonis, who is accused of 
promoting normalisation 
thinking, was invited to the 
upcoming Jerash Festival that 
a lively debate was sparked 
over whether opening chan- 
nels of dialogue with Israeli 
intellectuals can be consi- 
dered as normalisation or 
not 

In a statement issued last 
month. General Union of 
Arab Writers (GUAW) Presr . 
ident Fakhri Kawar, a former 
Jordanian deputy, called on 
die organisers of the festival 
to reverse its decision to in- 


8 political parties join the fray 


AMMAN — Eight political 
parties and prominent Jorda- 
nian personalities Sunday 
announced the formation of 
the “Popular Arab and Jorda- 
nian Committee for Resisting 
Submission and Normalisa- 
tion." 

“The committee will mainly 
depend on tbe support it can 
get from tbe public,'' promin- 
ent writer Bahjat Abu Gfaar- 
bieh told a press conference 
held at the office of Islamic 
deputies. “If the committee 
were able to attract wide public 
support for its declared objec- 
tives, then the committee will- 
be able to ensure, for example, 
a boycott of any Jordanian- 
Zkmist establishment of rela- 


tions.’ 


v According to Mr. Abu 
Gbarbieh, the committee's 
main objective will be based on 
two principles: “Confrontation 
of accords leading to norma- 
lisation of relations between 
Jordan and Israel, particularly 
calls for establishing a 
Jordanian-Palestinian-Israeli 
confederation, and enhancing 
coordination with all national, 
Islamic and Arab democratic 
forces.” 


Tbe committee intends to 
promote its message to the 
public by issuing a publication 
to explain the “dangers of the 
Zionist entity,” holding semi- 
nars, lectures and festivals, and 


calling on jpoliticians, business- 
men and intellectuals to 
boycott Zionist institutions. 

The committee consists of 
the Jordanian Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party, tbe Jordanians 
Democratic Socialist Party, tbe 
Jordanian People’s Democra- 
tic Party, the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party, the Jordanian 
Democratic Arab Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Popular 
Unity Party, the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front and the Arab Ac- 
tion Front, It includes promin- 
ent personalities as former De- 
puty Leith Shbeilat, who is also 
a founder of the Anti-Zionism 
and Anti-Racism Society, 
Lawyer Hani Dahleb, and wri- 
ter Muwafaq Mahaddin (S.K.) 


vite Adonis because of his 
“pro-normalisation” stand. 

“Inviting Adonis to tbe 
Jerash Festival means sup- 
porting a poet who is contri- 
buting to tbe normalisation 
process,” Mr. Ka war’s state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Kawar, a leftist who 
lost his bid for reelection to 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment last November, asked 
writers and journalists to 
boycott Adonis on the 
ground that the Syrian poet, 
whose real name is Ali 
Ahmad Sa’eed, gave an inter- 
view to the enemy’s newspap- 
ers. met with Israeli writers in 
Granada, Spam and had writ- 
ten an article in the London- 
based Al Quds newspaper in 
which he expressed his anger 
over U.S. procrastination in 
launching a war against Iraq. 

“(These acts) are in contra- 
diction with Arab writers’ 
efforts to combat cultural 
normalisation with the 
enemy,” the statement said. 

At about tbe same time 
Mr. Kawar issued his call, the 
Jordanian Engineers Asso- 
ciation (JEA) issued a similar 
statement condemning the 
Jerash invitation to Adonis 
and described it as a provoca- 
tive step against tbe public's 
feelings.- 

The JEA’s statement 
charged that the Adonis in- 
vitation was a deliberate ac- 
tion taken to undermine what 
the association's president, 
Leith Shbeilat, saw as the 
Jordanian public’s rejection 
of normalisation. 

' “The original concept be- 
hind such a festival is to 
enhance and deepen cultural 
belonging that is in line with 
the nation’s principles and 
the homeland's dignity," Mr. 


Shbeilat's statement said. “It 
is a well-known fact that this 
poet is promoting normalisa- 
tion with the Zionist enemy 
and had already met with 
Zionist writers in the cultural 
Granada meeting." 

On behalf of the Jordanian 
Engineers Association, Mr. 
Shbeilat, a former deputy 
and president of the newly 
founded Anti-Zionism Socie- 
ty, condemned the Invitation 
and called on the organisers 
to take the appropriate mea- 
sures to cancel it. . 

Those writers rose to the 
defence of Adonis areued 
that opening channels of dia- 
logue with their Israeli coun- 
terparts should not be consi- 
dered as normalisation. 

What is really considered . 
as normalisation and is thre- 
atening the Arab culture and 
identity, they believe, is the 
modification of Jordanian 
school curricula that forma! 
peace is widely expected to 
introduce into Arab coun- 
tries’ pedagogic systems. 

In a recent article entitled 
“For the sake of freedom of 
expression and creativity and 
not for the sake of defending 
Adonis,” Talier Riad, a 
prominent poet, argued that 
the reasons listed by the un- 
ions' statements to boycott 
Adonis were mere allegations 
and cannot be considered as 
normalisation. 

Mr. Riad called on Arab 
intellectuals to rise to the 
confrontation of the real dan- 
gers’ that are threatening 
Arab culture and identity in- 
stead of wasting their time on 
issues of minor importance. 

“Why don’t they (writers) 
save their efforts and start 
preparing for the confronta- 
tion of the real normalisation 


which will involve tbe mod- 
ification of the school curri- 
cula and media campaign that 
will follow?” he asked. 

Another writer, Fakhri 
Saleh, also criticised the con- 
troversy over Adonis, but 
stressed the need to draw up 
effective cultural policies to 
confront any Israeli cultural 
invasion against the Arabs. 

“It is not possible that a 
great Arab poet's name 
should be ignored just be- 
cause he attended the Grana- 
da conference or any other 
conference,” Mr. Saleh said. 
“If we were against norma- 
lisation then we should draw 


up a dear programme against 
it and discuss with Adonis 


culture is the absence of Arab 
cultural policies,” writer 
Ibrahim Absi said. “The elite 
and the intellectuals should 
be at the avant-garde of 
drafting national and prog- 
ressive cultural policies that is 
solid in nature and can con- 
front looming dangers 

Nationalist writer Hayat 
Attiyeh said: “Not tbe Arab 
writers union and not all of 
the Arabs can stop cultural 
invasions.. .but each of us 
(writers) should form lob- 
bying groups by themselves 
to upgrade the local perform- 
ance in a way that would 
make us immune from these 
invasions.” 

Another writer, Laila 
Hmoud, said: “Normalisa- 
tion cannot be achieved by a 
stroke of a pen or a decision; 
the people themselves are the 
ones to dedde whether nor- 
malisation is a necessity or 
not.” 

The row among writers in 
Jordan naturally did not 
escape the attention of Ado- 
nis who resides in Paris. The 
poet wrote an article refuting 
accusations against trim. 

In that article, Adonis 
sought to refute all the 
accusations levelled against 
him and scolded the Arab 
Writers Union by saying that 
he could not hold dialogue 
with “ignorance.” 

The London-based AI 
Hayat newspaper published 
Adonis’s article together with 
a short speech that tbe poet 
made at the Granada meeting 
with Israeli writers. In that 


and others how to fortify the 
region against falling prey to 
the Israeli monstrousity." 

Mr. Saleh went on to criti- 
cise Arab intellectuals who 
are using cultural issues to 
advance their political agen- 
das, saying this amounted to 
cultural terrorism that will 
have its negative implications 
on the progress of the Arab 
countries as a whole. 

“This cultural terrorism 
generates another cultural 
terrorism that will become an 
oppressive instrument on 
creativity which is dangerous 
to the development of the 
societies and can lead to 
catastrophes,” he warned. 

Although they projected 
different analyses of the fu- 
ture cultural policies Arab 
countries should adopt, wri- 
ters who share Mr. Saleh's 
viewpoint contended that the 
real ailment of Arab coun- 
tries is the absence of dear 
and progressive Arab cultural 
policies. 

“The real danger to the 
Arab spirit, personality and 


speech Adonis poses a ques- 
tion to the Israelis: ‘Will 


Israel gpve Judtasm a cultural 
dimension that would make it 
fit within its geographical en- 
vironment?" 

Unlike Adonis and the rest 
of Jordanian writers, the 
Palestinian-Israeii novelist 
Emile Kabibi, who won 
Israel's highest literary award 
in 1992, was the most forth- 
coming writer on his defence 
of normalisation. 

Habibi, who until he 
accepted the Israeli award in 
1992 was the darling of Arab 
intellectuals for his deep por- 
trayal of Palestinian suffering 
in Israel, accused the Jorda- 
nian writers of wanting the 
Palestinians to continue to be 
the scapegoats of the conflict 
in the Middle East. 

“The Arab psyche is 
wandering without a hero, a 
Palestinian hero.” Habibi 
wrote. “The tragedy of Arab 
writers is that they found 
singing the praises of the 
Palestinian hero is easier for 
them than facing up to the 
real challenges." 



Japanese don’t 
trust bureaucrats 


TOKYO (R) — More than 
half the Japanese do not trust 
their nation's once-hallowed 
bureaucrats, saying they work 
for the interests of business of 
their ministries rather than the 
public, a survey published Sun- 
day said. Thirty-two per cent 
of respondents to the survey — 


conducted last week by the 
— said i 


Asa hi Shimbun — said they 
thought bureaucrats worked 
on behalf of business, 25 per 
cent said they worked for. 
politicians and 31 per cent said 
they worked for the interests of 
their ministries. Only 14 per 
cent said they worked for the 
people. Seven per cent said, 
they did not trust bureaucrats 


at all , while 44 per cent did not 
ich. Jt 


trust them much. Just three per 
cent said they trusted them i 
lot, while 41 per cent said they 
trusted them to a certain ex- 
tent. Hailed in the past as the. 
architects of Japans post-war 
“economic miracle”, bureauc- 
rats have been under attack 
recently for allegedly hindering 
development ofnew businesses 
through over-zealous regula- 
tion. In questions about the 
image of bureaucrats, 28 per 
cent of respondents said they 
were inflexible, 22 per cent 
said they had a strong desire 
for promotion, 13 per cent 
called them irresponsible and 
eight per cent said they were 
self-important. Only 21 per- 
cent assessed them positively,' 
saying they were able, commit- 
tee! or “clean". Asahi ques- 
tioned 3,000 people nation- 
wide aged 20 or older, and got. 
replies from 2,407, or 80 per 
cent. 


Japanese children 
flood bullying 
hotline 


TOKYO (R) — Seventy chil- 
dren called a Japanese “bul- 
lying hotline" on its first day of 
operation, complaining of 
physical intimidation and' 
psychological torment at 
school, the Japan Times re- 
ported Sunday. The hotline 
was set up Saturday in Tokyo 
by a group of lawyers in rer 
sponse to an increase in bufa 
lying and harassment in 
schools, the newspaper said. A 
middle school second year stu- 
dent, about 14 years old, 
phoned and said her hair had 
started falling out because, 
when her teacher divided the 
class into groups, her group 
refused to accept her. “If you 
are with us the average intelli- 
gence of the group will be 
low," they told her. Une boy in 
his first year of high school; 
about 16 vears old, said he had 


16 vt 

paid a bully 50,000 yen (nearlg? 
$500) under threat of violence^... 


A girl in the sixth grade, with 


students about 12 years old, 
called from the northern island 
of Hokkaido to say that when 
she touched her desk, her 
classmates told her she had 
made it dirty. According to the 
Ministry of Education figures, 
there were over 23.000 inci- 
dents of bullying reported in 
Japan’s state schools in the 
1992 business year, up five per 
cent over the previous year, 
the paper said. Separately, a 
teacher in Matsumoto, central 
Japan, slapped 33 students in 
the third year of middle school 
— about 15 years old — about 
the face last week for bein£ 
lazy, the daily Yomiuri re- 
ported Sunday! He injured 10 
of them. Two boys suffered 
damage to their eardrums, 
another boy was concussed, 
and two boys and five girls 
received cut mouths. The 
teacher. 26 years old and male, 
later visited the homes of the 
two boys with the headmaster 
and apologised. 


Hundreds of 
children marry 
in Indian state 

NEW DELHI (R) — J 
hundred children aged 
seven were married i 
northern Indian state of 
than in defiance of a lai 
ning child marriage, th 
itedNews of India ( UNI 
UNI said hundreds of bo 
girls Friday walked in 
aonal Hindu style aroui 
fire to become husban 


wife. The agency said 
tne state wi 


riages in UK . aiuu: wi 
fanned on the day ol 
Hindu festival despite 
paign by the authorise 
the ace-old practici 
quoted official sou 
saying that the authori 
vented several child n 
after a strict vigil by tf 
and the district admini 
The authorities this ye 
full-page advertisem 
newspapers warning 
against child marriage 
did not have much effi 

Court had asked the i 

tokepreventire action 

the illegal practice. 
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